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" MOVIES

,;Murphjvzv’ws "‘Vémi)iré’

R TICKETS On o dark and
. g foggy night, o
froightor rolls
over  flshing
boats an

crashea into tho

docks at a New

York Clty ship-

yard. The woll

that lesps from

] the veluul can by

scen In ahadow
Maméf’,ﬁ% changing into

————e—  the figure of a
man. Nosferatu has landed.

. What's a nice opening like you
doing in a movie like this? You'll
want to ask after sitting through

.tho rest of “Vampire in Brook-
tyn,” a toothiess Eddio Murphy
horror comedy that makes *Dla-
cula”look like “Schindlcr’s Liat.”

An sbout the 70th actor to don
tho red-lined cape and fangs,
Murphy brings llttle fresh blood

«to Bram Stoker's creation. His

IMazimilllan {s an African-born

= bloodsucker in search of the only

:woman in America who has vam-

plre blood flowing through her

svelns.

! Sho 1 Rita (Angela Bassett), a

#police woman whose only hint at

<a dark side comes through ber

-macabre paintings. Sharp- dreas-

ting Max's job is to woo her be-

*cause, as we all know, a vamplro
can’t do his disty work unless he
Is Invited.

Bassett, so robust In the cur-

b

=
NOW SHOWING
EXCLUSIVELY!
0 PASSES OR COUPONS ACCE
S T————

rent “Strange Days,” looks sur.
prisingly slckly in her part., Noth-
ing looks good, thanks to cinema-
tography that's overly murky and
dark, cven by vamplrs movie
au(‘n.dnrdl.

°
toothless
1S )

Tho only epine-chilling part f
camo ot the snd, when sporadic
audience applause at a proview
screening proved my innermost
feor: the makers of “Vampire in

Brooklyn” might actually be
fed for thelr efforts, Now

fs a trad fofdl-
rector Wean Craven, creator of the
popular “Nlghtmare on Elm
Street” movies, though usually he
delivers a clever twist or two,
You'd think s vatoran like Craven
would give us something now, es.
peclally In the wako of “Interview
with tho Vampire.”

This is supposed to be Eddie
Murphy's comchack, but enly ons
sequencoe recalls hls talent for
mimicking, done so well [n movics
1ika “Tradlng Places” or “Coming
to America.” Hiz Impcrsonation
of a Bible-thumping preacher has
some funny moments, but it's di-
rocted clumslly and gocs on far
toa Jong.

Murphy In fact spends much of
his timo ns straight man to Ka-
deem Hardison ns thoe slave ghoul
Julfug, An the movle draga on, ho
starts to decompose, losing an ear
here, an arm thero, replacing what
he can with parts (rom depart-
ment atoro mannequins.

As a herror comedy, "Vampire
in Brooklyn" Is equally inept in
bath categorles. Tho jokes como
across gross Instead of funny and
tho dellvery, especially Murphy’s,
{e uninspired. Even his mummy-
like coffin looks tacky and garish.
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To leave a messoge for John
Monaghan, dial 853-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, fax hin a note at 531-7278,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Qbscrver & Eccentric News-
papers, 36261 Schaolcraft, Livonia
48160.

Eddlo Murphy

COMING ATTRACTIONS -
OPLHING FRIDAY, NOV. 3 lives whan they're targeted for
e . eiimination by a band uf high tech

Kilers. Stors Wiltlam Ealdwin and

“HOMR FOR THE HOLIDAYS'
about 8 single mother Cindy Cravdord.
who ratums homo to spend “LE8 MISERADLES"
Thaniagving with her tmly. Stars Exclusively ot the Main At Tho-
Holly Hunter, Robert y 3r., tro, A modem veriation of tho
Anng Bancroft, Dylan McDermott. famed Victor Hugo saga of a hunt-
ea man.
“QOLD PIOGIRS"
Tho story of two 13.yoar-ciggds  ~MIGHTY APHRODITE
who becoma friends agalnst every- Exclusivoly ot the AMC Mapla and
©0no's waming and the dangerous Hain Art Theatres. Contemporsy
teasure hunt edventuro o which romantc comedy that rovoives
mbark. Stars Chviatina Ricel, zound the W:“;’dmm"
i within 8 maniage S0
Anta Couimsky, Poty Droper, Broin broador, fonciiut look at tho sub-
Ject of love between men and
“EAIR QAML" women, Stars £. Murroy Abrsham,
An ambitious young sttomoy and 8 Woody Alven, Claira Bicom, Mi-
POos GatoCtve must run for thair chael Rapaport.

“A unique
and highly
entertaining
experience!”

Pt ket WRURUB

“Poeder’ is absolutely
brilliant and unforgettable!”

Sam R AVILIAN R RUAOAITRUDN

“Powder’ & different. Thought
provoking & compelling!”
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