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Land, renovation |

Hat trick

 Cap on; Farmington High seni
-|' on as they sit in the stands wa
High. North Farmington High won the district match, 4-2.

or Mike Carolan grimaces as his girlfrien
tching the Falcons boys' soccer team play

SIARON LEMIFUR/STATY PUOTOGIAMTR

d Jamie Livermore puts his hat back
Wednesday at North Farmington

BY BILL COUTANT
BTAFY WRITER

A rocent proporty donation
and a plan to renovato a regional
car rental company property will
both benautify and help in the
economic redovelopment of the
Grand River corridor.

Enterprise Rent-A-Car donat-
cd 1.7 acrea of vacant land on
the southeast corner of Middle-
. belt and Grand River that fronta
the Rouge River. In addition, the
company bought property that
had belonged to Farmington
Hills Chrysler Plymouth,

The donotion end consolida-
tion come ot a good time. The
city sceured a grant to make
curb nnd other safety improve-
menta, udd lighting that will im-
provo both the beauty of the
corridor from Eight Mile to Mid-
dlebelt and with the cooperation
of local residents and busi

plan to invigorate -
Grand River area :

5 ‘Our administsative
effices for our 85 foca
tlons In southeast

Michigan and northeast :

» .

Ohilo will bo at that of- .

fice. Wo hopa to bo the:
anchor business at one
end while Botaford

(General Hospital) will

be anchoring the othor.” .
Michael Kane .

Enterprise vice president

change signs and facades and
add landscaping. But tho Enter-
prisc renovation would be tho
biggest single business project
along tho boulevard to date.
“Our admini ive offices

keep it a vioble ceonomic nrea.
City Plunning Director Dalo
Countegan said the donated land
will be used as a green buffer
area tho busi ani

for our 66 locations in southeast
Michigan and northeast OChio
will be ot that office,” said
Michacl Kane, Enterprise vica

residenta.

“Tho two parcels together cre-
ato an arca that can be devel-
aped into a park ot some future
dnte,” Countegan said.

The improvements to Grand
River are being paid for with
federal Community Develop-
ment Block Grant money of
$347,000, Michigan Department
of Transportation money
($100,000), a $7,000 contributien
from the i )|

president. “We hopo to be the
anchor business at one end whilo
Botsford (General Hospital) will
be anchoring the other,” ho snid.
“We're excited asbout the pro-
jeet.”

Enterprise, which has more
than 2,400 offices in North
America and will have moro
than $2.4 million in revenues
this year, rents cars on a local

basis, has o large fleet leasing -

operation and also sclls its uscd
hicles. The Grand River loca-

Council and $100,000 in city
capital funds.

Improvements to the stretch
of the historic boulevard will in-
clude landscaping, screening,
handicap ramps, driveway ac-
cess, street lighting and removal
of old telephone poles.

Several other busincsscs hove
worked with the city to renovate,
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Like two boxors in the final
round, Farmington Hills may-
ora! candidates Paul Sowerby
and Aldo Vagnozzi anawered tho
bell one more time,

Tho two men, squaring off in
tho first directly elected mayoral
campaign in the city’s young bis-
tory, wont over moatly familinr
territory in their seventh and fi-
nal debate Wednosday morning
at tho Optimist Club broakfast
at tho San Marino Golf Club on

Halsted.

Donnis Fitzgerald, himsolf o
candidato for city council, intro-
duced the two to tho 30 or 8o
gathered for breokfast,

“This is somothing noar and
doar to my heart,” Fitzgerald
quipped before introducing the
two.

Curront City Councilman
Aldo Vagnozzi began by defining
what he thought waere the two
.main issuos of tho campoign:
The public safoty tax proposal,
which he supporta: and the issue
of leadership.

As he had done in earlior do-
bates, Vagnozzi took Sowerby to
task on both counta for being
tnoutral” of tho public safoty
proposal.

. “This is not an fssue you can
bo neutral on if you want to
load,” Vagnozzi said. "Ho wanta
incrensod polico and fire protec-
tion. !.{' just doosn't want to pay

or it

Sowerby, who has oaid ho is
not favoring or opposing tho 1-
mill tax over 10 yoars, aaid he
would mako the *hard choices™
nooded by tho city’s noxt mayor

_Sowerby, Vagnozzi end debates
for Hills seat on optimistic note

£ The quostion of campalgn fingnces came up as
Budge Gore askod kow much the candidates had

raised.

and would try to end the divi.
u‘lvoneno in city politics bo‘t‘wocn
P 4

and tho city council.

Soworby repeated his dosire
that some less important ftoma
in the city budget be given loss
priority ao that cxisting taxoea
would go toward polico and fire
protection.

“We'vo got the icing on the
cake,” ho said. *Now wo'ro going
back to the voters to get tho eake.”

In addition to finding monoy
in the city’s oxisting budget,
Soworby would like to sco the
firo dopartment take over all
EMS runa that ho aays would
mako an additional $500,000 a
year for tho city. Sowerby said
ho also favored ndding a motor
carrior caforcement, liko that in
Rodford, that cauld bring in
$300,000 tho firat yoar.

Such measuroy, along with
gotting rid of somo budgat ox-
tras, would pay for some of the
jtoms and manpower requested
by the police and fire depart-
mi2nts, Ho added that o manago-
ment audit did not call for a fifth
firo statlon, which is part of the
public safoty proposal.

Vagnozei said Soworby’s pro-
posal to have a full-time EMS
sotup would not bo practical
without nt Joast one (tho central-
1y located fIth atation) full-timo
fire station.

“You can't have & full-time
EMS without baving o full-time

Vagnozzi
ton Hills' tax ratoe hos decreased
in tho past eight years.

Tho quostion of campaign fi-
nances came up as Budgo Gere
asked how much the candidates
had raised.

Vagnozzl said he'd raised
mm'glo.ooo. or 20-25 percent of
what ho had hoard Soworby
would be raising (850,000).
Sowerby said he did not think it
was o real issus, adding that he
waa complying with election laws.

All candidates wero required
to filo with tho Oakland County
Eloctiona Commisgion by Friday.

According to their filinga
Vognozzi had contributiona of
$0,767.60 and had spont
$6,372.86. Soworby hnd roported
contributions of $42,211.58 and
expenditures of $35,078.11.

Bowerby montioned that Stato
m; Jan Dolan had contributed
to his campaign. Dolan said sho
had, but added that she hnd con-
tributed to the fund-raisers of all
of tho city candidntes, including
Vagnozz.

When asked who thoy on-
dorsed for city council, Saworby
namod Fitsgorald and Ben
Marks. Vagnozzi said he sup-
ported Terry Bover, Nancy Bates
and Vieki Barnott.

Trees to be planted in subdivisions

Farmington Hills City Council
rocontly approved tho planting of
. 81 trees in oight subdivisiona.
Tho troas will be placed in tho
. front yard right of way of rosi-
" dontial lots in Country Ridge,
Greon Valloy Esiatas, Coppor-
wood Esst, Copporwood orth,
Stratton  Hill, Strathmoro,

tho dity has plantad noarly 1,200
trees in 14 now subdivisions, city
planner Ed Gardiner sald.

Funding for thia program is
provided by buildera who are re-
quired to depoait $300 por lot
when filing building permit ap-
plications. That money buys the
trees that are specially solectod
for Michigan weather.

Flvo varieties of treoa hove

eall an planted

and lndon.

Tho planning office works di-
voctly with each homeownor to 1o+
cato the troe on tho lot, to oversea
tho trees’ short-term and long-
{orm care, and to provide replace-
ment treoa for thoss that dio,

Thia yoar's contract for pro-
viding and planting the troca
was awardsd to Tom's Landucap-
ing and Nursory, The cost of the

Huntsr's Polnt Colony and Arbor |
Osks. '
. Tha Mow Subdivist Htroot

“Free P fa in it

anting Program
.‘nl|hth year. During that time

ct i3 811,660 and includes

P p pin oaka,
hard maples, thomicea Ll
custs, and soveral types of ash

2 twe-yeny warranty cn the
troos. .

tion will take part in all three
activities as well na being a re-
gional office.

“Ninety percent of this will be

offico spnce,” Kane said, “We
worked on tho (Grand River Av-

enue Corridor) Study Committee .

with residents to come up with
something that will really im-

prove the area for them a3 well.”

Monday through Friday, 10 am to 9 pm
Saturday, 10 am to 6 pm

Sunday, Noon to 5 pm

Jacobsons
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