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These candidates stand out

hts campaigm season has truly been a tale
? of two ativs. In Farmington, there are

three candudates running uncontested for
three opet seats In contrast, Farmington Hills
has a highly competitise and contentious race
for the aaty's first dintly elected mayor. There
are also five people runmug for three epen seats
o the Halls city council.

On Tuesday, Nov. 7. voters will make impor-
tans dectsions 4s to who shall lead their respec-
fve o nities

The Farmington Observer stifl has reviewed
the qual cns of thase seeking oftice in
Tuesday's mavoral and aty council races.

We otfer these recommendations W voterns.

FARMINGTON HILLS MAYOR
ALDO VAGNOZZI— If anything is to be
eleanad from this contentious mayoral cam-

« 15 no substitute for leadership.
5 Vaymozzi has demonstrated these quali-
tie~ dunng the pust few months — not to men-
tion duneg s impecable service as o council
member, which tncluded a term as mayor. We
hope remidents agree and vote for Vagnozzias
the city's first directly elected mayor,

Vagnozzi has taken strong stands on those
sasues that ane relevant to resadents of Farm-
gten Halls, Most notably, he's come out in sup-
pure of the public safety millage.

He also has a tirm grasp on budget matters
and ndevelopment concerns facing the city.

More w0, Vaymozz is a tenacious advocate for
residents. He has pr
Metrunsien efficials o
Fdwon conceming frequent power outages, and
the Departrment of Natural Resources vegarding
treated effluent poing into Seeley drain.

At the sume time, Vagnozzi has always been
an amiable sort who can defuse tense situations
with a hearty laugh or a self-deprecating joke.
Many times he's been the lane voice of opposi-
tion — one only need to refer to the divisive
Tumberervst issue — and yet has maintained a
collegial relationship with other council mem-
bers and city officials.

He's the type of person who ean build consen-
sus and enalitions. With his wisdom and geniali-
ty, Vagnozzi will make 2 fine ambassador for
the city of Farmingten Hills.

FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUNCIL
VICKI BARNETT — We've always been im-
p

More impartantly, Sever hns an unwavering
respect for the system and those who have clect-
«d him, He's supported taking matters to the
voters when necessury, in particulur, the divect
election of mayor and the public safety milloge
request on the ballot Nov. 7.

He was a driving force behind the bond issue
for the new Farmington Hills Ice Arena, which
voters overwhelmingly passed. He was alsoin-
volved in council's purchase of a wing at the
Mercy Center for an activity center ond im-
provements at Founders Sporta Park.

We didn't agree with his — or the other five
council membery’ for that matter — yes vote on
the Timbererest project. He negotiated with de-
velopers and held out against an all-night gro-
cery store and restaurant.

\We admire his innovative approach to prob-
lem solving.

NANCY BATES — Another incumbent who's
proven herself as a capable and conscientious
member of city council.

Bates has been o tireless proponent of family
and quality of life issucs, She's backed up this
commitment through her involvement e the
city's Commission on Children, Youth and Fam-
ilies and other similar-minded organizations.

She was a driving force behind getting o
grant for o well-needed decentratized teen cen-
ter and a staunch supporter of Special
Olympica. Her civic-mindedness is an added
plus on council.

FARMINGTON HILLS PUBLIC
SAFETY MILLAGE

We rviterate our endorsement of the city’s re-
quest for a 1-mill tax increase to upgrade the
police and fire departments. Proponents of the
millage have presented their case persuasively
and intelligently without playing on residents’
{ears or sense of security.

Hills police officers and fire fighters zerve o
larger arca than Southfield, Ann Arbor and
Dearburn with fewer personnel. A tax-increase
makes scnse.

FARMINGTON CITY COUNCIL
We're disappointed only three people are
running. Norethelesa, the city will be well
served by those three candidates.
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Supports millage

*ve been a resident of Farmingtan Hills for
approximately 25 years. It has alwnys
been a great community. Apparently, that
must be n consensus of opinion, since this city
has shown tremendous, prosperous residen-
tinl, commercial and industrial growth.

But along with this growth comes p inl

duplication of services and an increase in tax-

es to pay for unnccessary services. I am a for-

mer volunteer fireman for Farmington

Township fire department and nearly all of

our ealls were fire related. I say a milloge in-

crease now is not necessary. .
Virgil Shell, Farmington Hills -

problems. As a concerned citizen, 1learncd
that our police and fire departments are cxpe-
riencing “growing paina.”

We apparently need additional police offi-
cers to ndequately patrol the larger populated
arcas. The fire department has reached a
stage where it should have a centrally located
24-hour manned fire station, required paid
firemen in addition to its volunteers.

With greater stafl, the fire and police de-
partments’ response times should be vastly
improved for the benefit of the community,
With a population of approximately 80,000,
our tax rates are atill less than neighboring
communitics with larger staffs and more

JO ANNE McSHANE — A d and
ial council member, she has proven her-

pressed with her verve and und of
the ixsues — whether they be at the state, local
or school level. Vicki Barnett will bring a pas-
sionate and infarmed voice to city council. Hope-
fully. voters will concur.

Barnett has a great deal of political savvy
and insight — no doubt honed through her un-
sucorssful run for state Senate a year ago. She
was more than prophetic in calling attention W
revenue sharing cuts to citics during her vigor-
o8 campaign against state Sen. Dave Honig-

man, R-West Bloomficld.

Throughout this ign, she's 1
demonatrated similar understanding of issues
faring Farmington Hills.

Her wark at the grass-roots level, though, is
particularly encouraging.

She led a statewide petition drive to preserve
state funding for public schools in 1993. She
2lso worked on former state Sen. Jack Faxon's
Committee to Increase Voter Participation. Bar-
nett has also been invalved at the PTA level.

self as an sccessible and willing listener to resi-
dent’s concerns.

McShane has been a particularly strong ad-
vocate for seniors and those who live in the his-
torical district.

Also, McShane isn't afraid to ask questions,
particularly during perfunctory cound! proceed-
ings. Her common sease inquisitiveness serves
residents’ interests well.

BILL — Has provided o moder-
ate voice and, now with the retirement of
Richard Tupper, a sense of history.

Hartsock has listened intently to residents
and business owners on ordinance variances
and other issues, If there was a solution to be
reached, Hartsock has often been the architect.

His leadership is an asset to the city.

JAMES MITCHELL — He brings an exten.
sive list of ity invol

on the Planning Commis-

Barpett’s made a pledge toput r
their concezns first. We belicve she will.

TERRY SEVER — A steadfast and informed
opinion on city council, he mierits another term.

Sever has rurvived in the tumultuous nature
of ezrundil politics, and for good reason. He's con
xistently proven himself politically astute on
Gty matters.
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Mitchell's knowledge of city codes and ordi-
nances will be particularly helpful aa council
continually delves into redevelopment issues.
Hia background a5 an attomey and business-
man will only enhance an already well-rounded
perspective on city eouncil.

I’IcnsL: ;'olu yes for the Public Safety mill-
age, Nov. 7.
Sam Ross, Farmington Hills

»

increase needad?

o we really need a millage incroaso for
D police and fire protection in Farming-
ton Hills?

1 am not surc about the police, but I quc§~
tion the necd for the fire department. More
than 50 percent of the fire calls are medicaily
related, and 1 am not convinced that the fire
department should be making medical runs,

We have a very good EMS servico in Farm-
ington Hills and moat people don't realize that
when 9-1-1 is called for medical reasons that
both the EMS and the fire rescue team are
sent and many times the pelice arrive. Also, 8-
1-1 could ask more questions and sond only
the services needed.

1 can understand all of the services arriving
if the call is the reault of violence, but Thave a
good friend who called 8-1-1 recently for med-
jcal help and both the EMS and fire rescuc an-
swered tha call. Both arrived within mi

Silly season indeed

n Aug. 31, you wrote nn editorial, !
“Hus the Silly Season Begun?” LT have .}.
to apologize to you. I felt your cditorial .|
invited and incited trouble to sell newspapers. .
You stated: “Farmington Hills will certainly
be well served with all the slate of candi-

You chided against childish behavior, whis-
pering campaigns, yanking signs and divide
and conquer tactics of candidate versus candi- :
date. “Show commitment and stay grown,”
were your words of wisdom.

Mca Culpa, Mr. Editor. After many yrars of b
community involvement, I awmn disguated and
disappeinted. | am supporting sn incumbent
and o *New kid on the block.” I have signed
cards, passed literature, placed signs nnd in-
tend on working the polln. I feel that I am per-
sonally making a commitment to my
community and am backing these individunls
for what 1 fcel are sound, educated reasons.

Many citizens git at home with no cable
television, no local newspaper delivery and no -
bailot mailed to them unless they are over 60,
The lawn aign i tho moat beneficial and unob-
trusive way to campaign. A sign doean’t whis- ~
per, gossip, complain, spread rumors, litter,
stull boxes, ring your doorbel! and pit candi-
dnte ngainst candidate.

Mr. Editor you Joosely used your own
rhetoric to a song. How about n '80s song?
“Where have all the flowers gone?” Let's sub-
stitute signs for flowers. The gardener ecems
to bo an uninformed maverick supporter who
wishes to abuse and confuse an incumbent
and lutely negato tho exi ofa
brand now challenger to local politics. -

These maverick gardeners do their weeding
of signs in the dark, epread a little m—— “
—, excuso mo fortilizer, nnd the next morning ©
ancther candidato sign nppoars. [ know the
wiso, informed Farmington Hills voter knows
thed t nrose,aweedonda

sl

of cach other, but only one was needed and
only onn could do anything.

I know people have written letters favoring
the imillage increase, but I do not.liko toscon

‘thn ficld, Vote Nov. 7th.

thorn. It's time to plow, Mr. Editor, and clear

Judy Antishin *
Farmington Hilla *
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