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| Leadorship gualitles
T
1 L]
who is willlng to take a clear position
on cantrovoraial issues and explain his
ot her reasons for doing so, so that vot.

ers know what thoy are gotting.
. 'Tho three mayoral dobates

he firet elocted mayor Is going to

bring r new form of leadervhip

to f{? xovn‘:.n}n'.mnl,l A leader, as
a

Paul Sowerby recites the tired politi-
clan’s clicho that he Is the “candidato
for chnngo.” T don't think wo nced that
much chango in Farmington Hills; wo
Just need to preserve and improve what
wo have. Aldo Vagnozzi will tall us how
he comes down on the real 1asuo facing
city government. To me, that's leader-
ship.

Branko Bojtclc, Farmington Hllls

alot abaut the leadership qualities of
the two candidates for mayor. Aldo
Vagnozzl was willing to atate hie poal-
tlons and give reasons for them ns he
aiwsys haa been. Pau! Sowerby was
impossiblo to pin down on some very
key lssucs,

For example, on the polico and fire-
millage, Vagnozzi said cleatly that ho
isin favor of it, because It will enable
us to catch up on needed services
which have not kept pace with growth.
In the first debate, Sowerby said he op-
poses tho millage, but in the next de-
bate ho waffled, saying that he doesn’t
uppose the millage but that ho's not in
{avor of it. Sowoerby sald that, 1lke the
rest of us, he'l} decide when he enters
the voting booth. I want to know
Sowerby's point of view before 1 enter
the vating booth,

Another example: on Timbercrest,
Vagnozzi has explained his dissenting
stand agalnst the di voicing

He likos Vagnozz!

hat office is Mr, Sowerby run-

ning for anyway? Hia cam.

paign literature stated that ho
was going to provide tax breaks for sen-
iors and reform the cducational sys-

tem.

When did the mayor of Farmington
Hills get those powers? I heard the
problems of the community were traffic
and averdevelopment. The pleco also
tauted Mr, Sowerby on supporting
traditional values. I suggest Mr.
Sowerby and hig crowd read tho litera-
ture of Aldo Vagnozzl. Aldo addresses
tho problems of traffic and safer, clean-
er strects. You want traditional values?
Tho Vagnozzi family is on tho front of
his literature, Mr. Vagnozzi is support-
ed locally in Farmington Hills. Maybe
Mr. Sowerby should be running for

concerns about too much commercial
development in that erea and the share
of the developer's expensea that the
city was paying. Whether or not you
agree with Vagnozzl, st least ho took a
stand and gave logical reasens. [
cpuldn't tell where Sowerby came out
op the issuoc.

> Also, on the controversinl plans of o
developer to put a gigantic regionnl
shopping complex in the Clairview arca
at the congested corner of Orchard
Lako and Northwestern Highway, Vog-
nozzi stated clearly that he would op-
pose such a project beeauso it would
worsen the already horrendous traffic
inthat arca.

Sowerby said he would just have to
walit and see what the developer pro-
poses. At least wo know were Vagnozzi
stands on an important i

< instead,
Don't be fooled, elect Aldo Vagnozzi
mayor,
Michacl Breshgold

Officers for Sowerby
T ho Farmington Hills Police Offi-

cers Assoclation is pleased to
announce tho endorsoment of
{’ﬁﬂl Sowerby for mayor of Farmington
a.

Slnco this will be tho first mbyor di.
rectly elected by the citizens of Farm-
ington Hiils, the FHPOA fecls Paul
Sowerby is the best choice to lead the
clty. After considering numerous lasuca
to be faced by the city, tho FEPOA be-
Veves Paul’s approach to leading city
councl] will be most effective.

Even though the FHPOA may not al-
ways agreo with Paul on certain issues,
we know he will combine tho

tries to find a way for everybody to win.
M. Fitzgerald has offored years of
public sorvice to us. He knows tho nys-
tem. Ho was a teacher in our echools.
He coached our kide. Moro important-
ly, he is dedicated to all of us, the
young, tho old, the families. You know
what elso? Hls honest, positive nature
Is downright refreshing. As far as the
mayor ~ Mr. Sellis very correctly
points out that by voting for Mr.
Sowerby we get both candidates. Then
again, by voting for Mr, Vagnozzi, per-
haps the elected council would have
tho good zense to appolnt the councl]
candidate not elected to Mr. Vagnozzi's
seat, assuring us of the experience and

of the city with a genuine concern for
its citizens and tho employces. Wo be-
lieve ho has a high degreo of integrity, a
strong sense of fair play, and a commit-
ment to tho coammunity as evidenced
by the legal services he has provided to
the city's senlor citizens, Paul hos con-
sistently listened to the assoclation’s
concerns with respect to public safety
insues.

Paul Sowerby’s view of the mayor as

ity is the

good judgerment of Mrs. Batea, Mr.
Fi 1d, Mz, Marks and Mr. Sever
— all finc candidates,

Public Safety — We niready said no
to another judge — so now we should
hire more radar-toting ticket writers to
harass us in our neighborheods? Not.
Too bad the tux increase isn’t just for
the firo department. Don't we pay
enough tax already?

. Kelth Gallagher
Farmington Hilla

a strong leador in the
right one to carry the city of Farming-
ton Hills into the future. We stroongly
urge you to vote for Paul Sowerby for
Farmington Hills mayor on Tucsday,
Nov. 7.

‘Waynoe Beerbower

FHPOA President

Farmington Hills

he city of Farmington Hills has
become a model city bleased

Fitzgeraid’s positive
w|ith a govcmmcm’ bA‘L‘d onan

? 1 ad-

henever I voto fora

Vagnozzl's qualifled
w on the federal, stato or local
level, 1 don't expect to agree
with him or her 100 percent on isauce,
What I consider is the candidate’s
record, intelligence, integrity, experi-

ence and dedication to the best inter-
ests of the gencral community, the

statu of the nation.
1'vo taken all these qualificationa
) Issue | into iderati garding the candi-

that the Planning Commission is deal-
ing with now, {Council candidate
Dennis Fitzgerald indicated his sup-
port for n chopping mall, based on
“residents” support for it; as Vicki
Bamett pointed out, about the only
residents who support the idea are the
ones who want to sell their homes to
the developer for windfall profits).

dates running for mayor in Farmington
Hills. I belicve that Aldo Vagnozzi has
proven himself, throughout many years
of public service to Farmington Hills in
a varicty of duties, to be outatandingly
qualified to be mnyor of this fine eity.
Melba Kiblldls
Farmington Hilla

State Senate bill opens
door for school abuse

ministration overscen by an elected
council of dedicated citizens. The elec-
toral sclection and dedication of that
council has had a great impact on the
quality of life in our community.
Whether we elect the mayor or the
council does, the sclection of council
member is very important.

In that regard, I'd like my fellow citi-
zenato ider Dennis Fi 1d as

Boot incumbents

have stayed away from politics since,
E 1989, after donating 12 years of ser-

vice 1o this community (1978-89) as
a member of city council and as mayor.
Now, I have to eay [ am shocked to
have noticed signs around the city sup-
porting a special public safety millage.

It seerns that our current city leaders
want to dip into our pockets for $2.7
million per ycar for tho next 10 years to
mako up for impotent leadership and
incpt management of our public safety
programs. What happened to the five-
year plans that we initiated during my
year as mayor in 1986? {each depart-
ment was required to prepare a five
year plan and this plan was updated
yearly during the budget planning pro-
cess).

1t scems that the “politicos™: Mr.
Vi i, Mr. Seaver and Mrs. Bates

first choice candidate for election to
council, As a citizen who has worked
with and obscrved the Parks and Rec-
reation Commission for,a decade, and
23 o member of the Sports Park Advi-
sory Committee, I have observed Mr.
Fitzgerald in many public servico situ-
ations. He's o positive, constructive,
conciliatory, common sense leader who

*feil aslecp ot the awitch' on import-
ant issues like police and fire but were
wide awake putting their political sell
inierests ahead of these essential city
services.

1 say dump the whole bunch. They
do not deserve to be re-clected.

Another example of their political
tinkering is the change in the charter

from an appointed mayor to an elected
mayor. This change should not have &
occurred ainco it neither cams from the
people nor was it needed to fix some- -
thing that was broken. It was simply to] *
servo the egos of the few. . H
It i2 not too nte to save Farmingion |
Hills from tho arrogance of incumbents;
that have placed aclf interest befors |
public interest. We do not need higher |
taxes ~ wo need to end tho termaof
those council rmembers who havo arro-
gantly shirked their public trust. Take |
n good aerious look at Dennis Fitzger- ;
ald,
Joo Alkatceh
Farmington Hiils

R S SV AT

for Farmington Hills City Council.

Dennis cares deeply about the citi-
zens and youth of Farmington Hills.
He has unselfishly served this commu-
nity in a variety of ways, His dedica-
tion to and love for this city cannot be
questioned. He is considerably quali-
fied to serve us as a Farmington Hills |
Council member. .

E am supporting Dennia Fitzgerald

Likes Flizgerald

1 know Dennis to be extremely sup-
portive of the parents and young ath-
letes iated with the Fanni
Soccer Club. He has backed our effosts
and the efforts of many city officials to ;
provide and do more for active sporta
in our community. .

Dennis hes a lot of drive, he listens
well and will hear people out. He is )
pleasant to work with. We need this on :
the council. On Nov. 7, I plan on voting
for Dennis Fitzgerald. I hope your read-
ers will too. .

Tom Faro,
Coach and Player Director.
Farmington Seccer Club;

Opinlons are to be shared: We wel-
come your ideas, as do your nelghbors.
That's why we offer this space on a8
weekly basis for oplnions in your own

words. We will help by editing for clanily.
To assure authenticity, we ask that you -
sign your letter and provide a contact .
telephone number. H

Letters should be mailed to: Editor, |
The Famington Observer, 21898 Fam-
| ington Road, Farmington 48336. :

he Republican-led state Senate 1ast week
passed, on a 21-16 party-line vote, and
, sent to the House a grab bag of far-reach-
ing changes in the state’s School Code.

" Like most products of tho legislative process,
the bill was a mixture of the sensible and the
sutright dangerots,

On tho senaible side, Senate Bill 679 would
lengthen the school year from 180 to 195 dnys
by adding one school day to the calendar for
wach of 16 years beginning in 1997

" 1t stands to reason: The mare days in schoal,
tho more kids leam. Tho school year has heen

set at 180 days sinco the farming families in-

sisted on having the kids out of achool to help

in the fields during summer. It's timo fora

thange.

} It also got rid of the archaic distinctions be.

iwoen “classes” of school districts and provided

for more uniform treatment.

} Considering the dangeroua public policy em+
ded in the rest of the bill, I supposa wo

. phould bo grateful for small favors.

* Tho Senate blil opened the door for hundreds

tmare charter schools (officially public school

neademies or PSA#) by voting to removo tho old

capof 5. ,

- PSAs aro speclalizad achools operating unfinr

H It stands to reason: The more
days In school, the more kids
learn. Tho school year has been
got at 180 days since the farming
famliiles Inglsted on having the
klds out of school to help in the
flolds during summor. it's time
for a change.

The majority rhetoric focused on ahifting con-
trol to parents and away from teachors. “It ian't
accountability to the state but accountability to
parents,” snid Senato majority loader Dick
Posthumus, R-Alto,

0

1‘Chlﬂel‘ mranted by a university or

 ¢olloge, having their own hoards and coltecting
45,300 per pupil in general tax money, tho same

- s any other publlc school.

i Sen, Gary Petors, D-Bloomflold Tawnship,

Saw the point of the exercise: “Wo'ro allowlng

Drivate echools to convort o stata chartor

‘tchools and drain the school atd fund. All the

‘charter schools in Onkland County were provi-

'yully privata schools.”

{ Ever elnce the Michigan Constitution prohi-
lted spending public tax money on privatoand

xellgious schools, it has bean a right-wing objoc-

1ive to send kids to religious schools and get the

Yest of us to help pay the bill. The original argu-

: inant for charter schools was that they might

: halp provoke reform in en otherwise alugglah ,

- ‘and monopolistio pubilc school system. Butit's

} Tow clear that school reform la nothing mare

» 4han a stdlking horae for pamhldd: dechlo

B .&mn!lz.u?u};llnt w-.n.!:h“oosovmu s dechalon

e & e L
N ;NT):; centerpioce of achoo) reform legis-
* \atloes adoptad with bipartisen supportin 1993,

pointed out that granting authori-
ty to local schools merely opened the door to
inferior schooling. “We do not believe quatity
education in Michigan should bo a local op-
tion,” sald Sen. Kon DoBeaussacert, D-Now Bal-
timore.

Behind this argument, of courss, is the sim-
plo renlity that the samo peoplo who want the
public to pay for religious achools also want
thoir chlidren to be taught tonlem instead
of evolution and biblicsl explanations instead
of sclonce.

The businoas community, which at long laat
iy gotting [ts act togather to support a common
core curriculum that mployability
skills, ncods to focus on the House, where tho
GOP has a narrow 56-54 majority.

So, too, do parents want public schoola to im-
prove by reforming them from within, not by
buming them down and rebuilding from the

ashes,
Phil Power is cheirman of the compony that

owns this newspapoer. His Touch-Tone voice
mail number {8 (313) $83-2047, Ext. 1881.

Closer to

Your

Than

Think!

Qakfand

UNIVERSTTY

You're

gram closer to you. Beginning January 4th,

MBA

You

Saturday mornings to accommodate the working
professional. Admission standards, tuition and fees

gram: Accounting, Business Economics, Finance,

Human Resources

Information Syslems, Marketing, International
Business and Production/Operations Management.
Selected clectives from the listing above will be
offered at the Oakland University Center-
Birmingham as part of the MBA degrec program.
All graduate and undergraduate business pro-
grams-al Oakland University are accredited by the
American Assembly oi Collegiate Schools of

Business.

Please call:
MBA Program, Birmingham: (810) 968-6906.
Fax: {810) 647-2285. Send Internct €-mail to: ~
mjriley@oakland.edu
MBA Program, Rochester: (810} 370-3287.
Fax: {810) 370-4275. Send Internet E-mail to:

terry@oakland.edu

T GRS will bring you closer 10

earning your MBA degree by bringing it's MBA pro-

Oakland University will introduce a new site for
you lo pursue your MBA—the Oakland University
Ccnler-ﬂivmingham;—locmud at Groves High
School. Classes will be held in the evening ‘and

are the same as our main campus in Rochester.

'"MBA PEYRY) Our main campus in Rochester

offers eight concentrations as part of the MBA pro-

slelark@oakland.cdu (MBA Program)
web Site: http://sba_server.sba.oakland.edu/
mba/mba.him '

Management, Management

{undergraduate)




