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Candy's dandy: Erin Recher (right) hands out candy
Shirley Arthur of Redford and her three boys: Leroy,

at Clothes Encounters to
3: Joshua, 2; and Matthew, 1.

owntown treat
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Visitors

By Jitt, HOCKMAN
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Attendance  at  downtown
Farmington's Halloween Fun
Fest Increased by about a third
over lost year, with some 5,000
area residents sttending the
Saturday event, according to or-
ganizors.

“Each year It hen grown,”
paid Judy Downey, executive di-
rector of the Farmington Down-
town Development Authority,
which has sponeored the svent
since It began In 1993,

Tha freo family-oriented Hal-

loween party featured trick-or-
treating at downtown stores,
petting 200, a cake walk, a pup-
pet show, live music, dancing,
food vendors and costume con-
tests.

In addition, tho Farmington
Civic Theatre offered freo ad-
misston to showinge of "Beetlo
Julee and “Young Franken-
stein”

The organization
saved about $2,500
In managoment fees
this yoar bacause
Sudy Downey put on
tho party herself. In
previous years, she
hired someone olse
to organlze the
event, sho sald.

The DDA spent sbout $6,600
to put on the ovent, Dovney
wald, The arganization saved
about $2,600 In management
fees this year becauss Downcy
put on the party herself. In pre-
vious yoars, she hired someono
elso to organlza the event, ahe
waid. '

Tho Haltoween Fun Fest has
become tho DDA's most popu-
lar one-day event. She started it
when she began working for the
organization in an effort to pro-
mote downtown businesscs.

“We try to malntain a safo,
clean, at{ractive area that peo-

_plo focl comfortable to walk
ground in be it day or night,”
Downey said.

Family frollc: Families
atreamed into down-
town Farmington to
hunt for candy and
partake in the annual
Halloween festival. At-
tendance was up this
year as an estimated

* 5,000 people visited

* downtown. *

Mums the word: Max Haberman, 8, of Farmington
Hills, went trick-or-treating with family and friends

dressed as a mummy.

For downtown busincsa own-
crs, tha increased attendance
moant more trick-or-treaters.
Da, 's Deli — located in
one of the busiest trick-or-treat
areas — gave away some 2,700
pieces of candy, Downoy said.
All bualnesses handed out at
1east 1,000 piecos, she sald.

About 200 children and a
dozen adults 1 in the

to fest

“It scemed like a lot moro
peoplo than In previous years,”
Hohler sald.

The DDA was formed in 1986
to improve end maintain Farm-
ington’s downtown arca, keep
tha It safe and clean and spon-
sor ovents to bring moro
shoppers to the area, Downey
sald. Most of tho organization’s
$220,000 annual budget is spent

n keting and

ovent's costume conteats, Dow-
ney said.

Greg Hohler, who owns tho
Farmington Civic Theatre, said
almost 700 people — about the
game number as last year — at.
tended the theator's eight free
movie shows. But downtown
streeta felt especlally crowded,
he aald.

of
sho sald.

Events like the Halloween
Fun Fest often introduce the
public to downtown businessea,
Downeoy sald. Sho said st least
one arca resident who attended
the event was overheard telllng
a business awner that “we did
not know you were here.”

“That's tho key to an cvent
like this” Nowney said.
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Former Parmington city treas-
urer Winona Woods, who held the
pasition for 16 years before her
1984 retlroment, died Friday st
!’u-r Farmington home. She was
4.
Her friends and former co-
workers at city hall romember
Woods ns a hard wotker with s
good sense of humor and a knack
for oil painting. Ono of her paint-

Former city treasurer .
dedicated to her work -

(F)3A

AL
At city hall, Woods had a repu--- b
tation for being helpfut, sald. .
Farmington Fire Marohal Joo
Schomnack, who has worked for
the polico department for soma 24
years. Schomnack said Woods of-
ten helped city employees figure. .
out how much money to put in-
thelr rotirement funds. -0
“Sho'd spend somo time with
you and make sure you under-
stood cxsctly what you were get-
ting into,” he soid. “She was a
good worker, and really picky !
shout her work.” I
Woods was still willing to help.
even after she retired. Griffiths”
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