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2 teams on season-long
course for grid rematch

im Horton bad the most interesting analogy
for Farmingion Hills Harrlson's first playoff
assignment, [ thought.

According to Hortan, who docs the videotaping
for the Harrison football games, it's like this:

“1f you want to run with the big dogs, you have
to get off the front porch,”

With that said, ths Hawks hit tha road Satur.
day and head weat to South Lyon snd Thoe Jungle.

The Clasa A Region [II taurnament gets scrious
right away as Harrison must face the No. 1-ranked
Lions In tha first round. :

“They're rated the best team, and we're golog to
have to play them sometime,” Harriton coach
John Herringtan sald, elaboroting on the Hortan
perspective. “So we might as well start with the
best and ece what we can do.™

Now that the playolfs are finally hers, let's get
right to it. At thia point, the regular scason was
one big preliminary.

Sinco both had the potential and expectation of
being in the playoffs, the first nine games were
steps to ennure being hero — practicing, playing,
polisbing and preparing for this.

A year-long wait for rematch

The Hargison folks tell me their South Lyon
friends have been talking about this game for a
long time and eagezly awaiting a romatch aver
since the Hawks won 28-26 a year 8go.

That's all zight; nothing wrong with that. As a
reparter and fan of the game, I've been thinking
about the possibllity and looking forward to it
since Auguat. R

But none of that mattered until a week ago
when the final playolf point calculations affixed 8
calendar dato. Now everyone is talking about it.

If there is a disconcesting aspect to this, it's the
opinion I think some hold that South Lyon waa
peshaps cheated and the Harrison victory tainted
by n clipping penalty egainst the Lions.

Greg McGuire ran 67 yards for a touchdown that
would have given Sauth Lyon a 13-7 balftime lead
with the extra point. The penalty, which occurred
behind the polnt of advance, nullifled the score.

But T can tell you it's atill a penalty regardless
of where it happens on the field.

1 0ls0 can empothizo with the South Lyon play-
er who made the cllp.

That's from persunal cxperience because (pause
for ¢{foct) yours truly did the exact same thing
once upon a time in a bigh school gams.

A teammata was running fer an obvious touch-
down when a guy on tho other team cut in front of
meand — BINGO! .

tHe went down snd to did the yellow flag. No

" touchdown, Ocopal

Fortunstely for me, it waan't a playo(f gamo, and
we wero already aliead by a couple '

But, likewico, 1 thought 1 had the right angle.
The citp didn't affect the play, but [t was atill &
penalty,

In o gama thet west back and forth liko the ane
lest year und totaled 54 polnts, either alde could
reason this or thet. If not for two Harrlson turn-
overs and the South Lyou touchdowns that rosult

ed, the score might not heve been as close. .

But 1 have tha impresalon the residual effect of
the penalty and two-point difference has msde the
rematch into a grudge match.

That's fine, to0, a3 long ss both sides maintain
an atmosphers of civility and sportsmanahip.

South Lyon cosch Bob Scheloake bad the right
perspoctiva on what should be a fine game:

“ft's two fine taams, two cosching staffe
and two quality groups of kids. Thxt's high school
football at it's best.”

Should bo another grent game

Having said ali of that, South Lyon should be
cager to play Haerison agin and vice versa for the
gake of competition botwoen two gzoalient taams.

It's a battle betwoea tho Kensington Vallay and
Waostem Lakes champlons agaln; (t's Hamison
trying to topple the No. 1 South Lyon; it's tho
Lions teying to knock off the two-time defanding
atate chanps and begin their own titls march.

1'vs goen the Lions play and 're goed! Bouth
Lymhn!uefﬁuollhoglx L It's  senlor
:‘fm with size, bachfleld & and an aggrossive

fanse, .
The same can bo sald of Harrizon excmpt it
:lz- inore underclzssmen, but this h,l.hl»phyum
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Hawks revisit South

Harrison High tangles with
the Lions of South Lyonina
Class A playoff football game
for the second year in a row
Saturday.

BYDAN O'MEARA
BTATY WRITER

“Welcamo to the
Jungle” remains the
South Lyon football
team's thome zobg,
but nobody expects
the Lions to roll out
the welcome mat for
Farmington Hllls Harrison.

“The Clesa A powers will meot again
at 1:30 p.m. Saturday in a first-round
playoff game at Bouth Lyon.

While the No. 1-rated Lions are
stlli rockin® and rollln’ to the beat of
tho Guns and Roaca song, Harrison's
cholce might be the 1960s hit tune
“Tha Lion Sleeps Tonight.”

‘The - Hawks (8-1) bope to sond
South Lyon into an early hibernatlon
and end its ssason with a repeat of
lest year's tournament victory.

‘Tho Lions (8-0) want to avenge 8
28.20 losx in the reglonal final and
terminate sixth-ranked Harrison's
twa-year reign as atato ch i

“They've been rated No. 1 all year,
and they've proved they deserve it,”
Harrison coach Jahn Herrington sald.
“They're an cutstanding team, and
wo know wo have to bo at our best to
stay in there,

“They'll be fired up, and we'll be
fired up, too, Thia is the stats tourna-
ment, 80 the hype doean'’t bother ua.
Everybody in our league was fired up
toplayus.”

Both teems feature potent running
games, outstanding backs and oxcel-
lent defonses.

But tho Liona aro an offenaiva ma-
chine, executing the deceptive Wing-
T with precision and accumulating
virtually ait of thelr yardage on the
oo

they'ro relentloss on offense,” Herr-
Boo PLAYOSTS, 4C

Shamrocks won’t take Spartans

BYSTEVE KOWALSKL
BTAry Wnrvza

un
“They just keep coming at you; -

Goal oriented: Fullback Nick Shaieb is headed for the goal line un
Saturday against Oxford. The junior I d

hacher b
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d a Harrison touchdown
t on defe

is also a st

tuln, sixth in tacklea with 42,

It's Tuesday and Rich
Deptula Is getting dreased for football
practice with hia teammates insldo
the locker room at Redford Catholic
Central.

Doptula must bave had to remind
himself he's gettivg ready for a
playoff game and not going out
dressed 20 a football player on Hal-

loween.

*I'his s the first year I'm pleying
November football,” seld Deptula, a
B-foot-11, 230-pound junior defensive
tackie who played his first two years
gt Dearborn Divine Child. “It feels
rea) good. I've had to work myself Into
the lineup bocauso this ls mostly a
senior team.”

The Shamsocks (9-0) are heavy fa.
vorites in their Class AA Reglon 111
playofl gamo Ba againat Livo-
nia Btevenson (7-2). Kickoff ls 1:30
pa. at Livonia cevills, and

fans should get there carly or-risk

FOOTBALL
standing.

Deptula will be banging heads with

a familiar epponent, Stevenson senlor |

fullback/lincbacker Rudy Pacheco,
who also s a transfer from DDC.
Deptuls Is ono of four playera rotat-
Ing at defenalve tackls for the Sham-
rocks. Tho otbers are soniors John
Spolsky (6-0, 235), Chuck O'Connor
(6-1, 190) end Bryan Jeffords {(6-0,

205).

Senlor defensive end Mike Smiley
(6-0, 210) lvads CC with three sacks
and Doptuls hes 2%, including 1% in
last week's 17-7 win over Birmingham
Brother Rice in tho Catholic League

hamplonship at the Silverd

Mike Smiley and Doptula com- '

bined for o safoty after Spolsky bed
fumbled at the 1 leto in the game.
[ told John once he hod the fum-
lo to pick his head up becauso wo'll
* got them in the end gone,” sald Dep-

‘Phe scquence cpitomized the kind

P ists the Sh ks have

'became in outacoring thelr opponents
257-69.

The Shemrocks won't overwhelm
peopla with thele sizo on defense, but
they look preity impoting on ths of-
fensive line, which averagea 238
pounds per man and Is ono of CC's
beat, nccording to couch Tom Mach,

“The ends are Erc Gilbo (67, 250)
snd Eron Kosmowekl (8-7, 235), who
doubles aa the placekicker with eight
of 11 field goals and 26 of 31 extra

polnts.

Tho rest of the llno consists of sen-
Jors Matt By} (6-2, 268), Smiley, Jam-
{0 McFarlane (6-2, 216), Jefl Mon-
netts (6-2, 220) and Nick Lachapelle
(6-1, 270).

Glibo is quarterback Greg Call's fa-
vorlte targot with 18 catches for 220
yards and two touchdowns. No one
lso in CC's run-orlented offense has
more than two catches.

qualify for state

BY DAN O'MEATA
BYAYF WRITER

Farmington High Bchool's gitls
croas country team is on the right
peth to biggor and better things.

The Falcona achisved thelr second
most important goal when they quali-
fled for the Class A champlonships
Haturday In Ann Arbor.

Farmington tiod Novl for second
‘pince In the reglonal mest at Bubr

ark with 87 points aplece.

Both teamn advance to the stato
meet with reglona) champ Livonla
‘Stevenson (30) and Ann Arbor Plo-
anor (33), .

*To place at state has heen our goal

ngton coach Liz Zyn
slse was just

Saturday st
toons Gulf Courss In Grand Raplds.
Farinlogton wa ranked five (n

lightly

“Ha can catch anything, but whare
ho's really blossomed is blocking,”
Mach said. “He’s one of the botler
tight end blockers wo've ever had. >

Call, a junicr lefR-hander, hos coiis
pleted 25 of 51 passes for 362 yaredi
and threa TDs and has rushed for:268
yards in €8 attempts. Tako awsy 76
yards loat in sacks and Call's average
per rush [s about 6 yards. =

Senlor Kevin Quay has takenover
et tailback and has 613 yards 117103
carries for an average of 6.0 witirflva
TDs. But Spolaky ia tha go-to baek;
gaining 910 yards in 143 carries-(84
average) with 12 TDs. .

‘This {s tho flrat mueting betwoon
CC and Stevenson. "

Mach is impressod with the Spar:
tans’ aggrestivenioss on defonse. Ho
also thinks thoy pose a double thréat
with the pasaing of senior quarter-
back Dean Bachelier to wide recelvers
Jeff Beckua and Tom DuMont aid

-] REGIONAL

Cluss A behind Troy Athens, Stovial
son, Novi 'and ‘Fluahing In tho.last .
coaches poll. .

A fRh-place finish .also {
oqual ths best performsnce Ly »
Pamington girls team In e stade

meet. e
The Falcons placed (ifth In 1589
undar former coach John Barreit ay
well s alxth in 1886, 12th in 1857 and
N‘t‘l‘)'}nlwu. Iax 2
'o're not ms young &8 last ysar,
Zynda sald. "Few hut over run Io-é
big meet like that. This your everfie
but our seventh runner has rutiost
atate, 8o slx are vaterans on this
course,” o
Zynda waa cocouraged by a ssiid
team ahowing in the reglonel, with
on(! 27 seconds ssparating Farnilog-
ton's top five. 4
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