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Taking the thorns out
of blackberry picking

Have you ever been
blackberry  picking?
Let me tell you, those
prickly thorna are sure
stubborn umd try their
beat to keep you from
the lush fruits. Ax 2
chilil in southern Ohio,
our family went
“blackbernying.” and 1
remember the outings
just an I remember
having a cloth soaked
in kerosene tied around my ankles to
keep the chigrens offt

Margaret Miller of Birmingham hos
pretty muck Jicked some of those prob-
lemx axocinted with “blackberrying.”

1 lave blackbereien, but 1 didn't like
the prickers and they grew nll over,
spreading runners undetground, and [
junt couldn’t handle that,” she sald.

Five years ago she found a source for
thornleas plants, and the original ones
in her gorden have been replaced. Mar-
guret dovan’t remember which mail-ot-
der caompuny she used, hot you might
wunt to try Hartmann's in Grand June-
tion, phone (616) 253-4281.

“Thix name was given to me by a gen-

tleman at Makielski Berry Form & Nur-
xery, 7130 Platt Road, Ypuilantl 48107
teall (313) 572.0060). He suggrsts that
“Chexter” is o good thornless variety,
amd althaugh they no longer sell plonts,
they do have o U-pick farm, cpen Aug.
20 tv Oct. 20 vach year where their spe-
cialties ore red raspherries as well as
vellow ones.

Golng strong
When Margaret planted the new dor-
taant cight- to 10-inch-tald plants in the
spring, she entiched the soil with Cana-
dian pent, which kecps the soil soft, and
wred Rapitd-Gro. A few berries were the
resolt the first year, but since then
there has been an abundance of fruit.
“"hey haven't stopped since.”
Thin yeor they were even bietter, and
Whe attributes it perhaps to the hot
weather. A yield of two gallons resulted
from seven plants.
Thin variety of berry produces new
plants by runsers on top of the ground.
Sinee she feels she has enough for her
own and her family's needs, she sharea
these new plants with friends and
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