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neighbors. | now have a plant in my gar-
den and anticipate the time when 1 ¢an
enjoy them frum my own back yard.

Margnret explained that the plants,
which like plenty of sun, won't bear
very many fruits the fiest ycar, but there
will be plenty the second ycar. Altee
picking the berries she cuts off the ends
of the branches where they grew, then
and throughout the fall she cuts old
dead runners to the ground “as I sce
them — a little bit here and a little bit
there. All this has to be destroyed and
ot Teft around the plants so that dis-
ease is prevented.

“The new shoots are left to grow lo
produce the following year. She winds
these shoats around tomato cages that

1t’s tho berrles: Margaret Miller

of Birmingham has enjoyed
growing blackberries in her gar-
den.

275 . Mayie Rood, In the Heart of Birmingnam ¢ Hour:

are uned to support the plants, but a
row of double wires or 8 wooden tepee or
trellis would work just as well.

Euach yesr compost or manure in
woekedl in the garden in the spring, and
she fertilizen the whole garden, which
contains vegetables, herbs and flawers,
with Rapid-Gro twice each year. These
plants need to be kept well watered, but
the effort is worth it.

Margaret's hushand always made the
jelly from the harvest. He is naw de-
ceased, so this is the fimst yeor she hax
made the jelly. She shared a jar with
e, ond it in delicivus!

This pencrous lady likes to lry lots of
new plants and has a relnxed attitude
abaut gardening.

Planning

“1 don't think sbout anything Krow-
ing or living with me. I'm not a fanntic
abowt anolyzing things: I it grows, It
gruws”

She recently read about a pew type of
Duckberry that grows upright like o
bush thot xhe would like to try. Her
thurnless blackberries are proofl that
they like what she doen. Although
spring is the best time to plant berry
craps, you might wish to consiler grow-
ing them ns you plan nest year's garden.

The book “Movable Harvests: The
Simplicity & Bounty of Container Gur-
dens,” Chuck and Barhara Crandall
(Chapters, $19.95 paper. $29.95 hord),
has a section relating tu growing berriea,
1t recommends several Yerect types” of
blackberries; “Alfred” and "Raven™ are
twon

“The infurmation abaut growing her-
ries is piven in o simple, clear way as
are the ditections for growing all types
of warm and cool season yepetables,
fruits and heths. This boak is about
gruwing in many different kinds of con.
tainers and vxplains what types to une,
wuil, fertilizing, discases, pests, cte., anid
recommends suitable varivties for thia
kinal of culture.

TIMELY GARDEN TIPS

® 1t'x leaf-raking time. The revolutian-
ary new A-just.O-RAKE will make gar-
den cleanup o breeze, It cxpands from
Tt inches to two feet wide; cultivates;
rakes up heavy things such an nuts and
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pine needles. From this year's MDLA/
Meadaw Brook Landscape Show, it's
il avnilahle ot a special price of $20,
phus whipping nnd handling. Call Hort-
zann Ld., {(800) 96D-4583 to onder. It in
100 pervent guaranteed,

& When adding lo the compost pile
during cleanup, don't include diseuned
plunts,

A The Avant Gandener suggests grow.
ing the annual Nemesin 8s a winter
hotire plant. Sceds sown now will bleom
in n sunny windaw in late March or cur-
Iy April. They come in many colors.
Avuilshle from Thompnon & Morgoan,
Box 1308, Jacksan, N.J, 08527,

@ The hest way to see if your house
plants are pot bound ix to leok at the
cutw, I they're thick and matted, they
newd o be repotted into a larger con-
winer.

B® Sun Gro Horticolture Inc, ix producer
of Sunshine Potting Mixes, o new prod.
uet that in peut-based; there are several
formulas for kpecific uses. Many profes-
<janal growers use them, and they are
avaitalle at Toenl retailers. Coll (BOO)
665-4592 for one in yuur locality.

Marty Figley is an advanced master
pardener based in Birmingham. You can
feave her a message by dioling (313)
953-2047 on a touch-tone phone, then
her maitbox number, 1859, Her fax num-
beris (810) 644-1314.
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