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BOOK BREAK

et

‘Final Account’ surprises
even this jaded reader

Home alane one Fri-
day evening, 1 settled
into my favorite
armchair to read a
mystery thriller: Peter
Robinson’s “Final Ac-
count” (Berkley Prime
Crime, 1995), Critica
on tho book jacket call
the puthor an “expert
plotter” and *“ane of
the most underrated
writers of British mya-
tedes today.” Sure enough, alter the
firut chapter, 1 roso to make sure all the
doors and windows were locked.

Set in Yorkshire, on n farm tumed
Yuppie estate, “Fina} Account” begina
with the investigation of a brutal mur-
der. A hendleas body, crouched in a pos-
ture of supplication, has been found on
the flcar of an ofd stanc bam. Spots of
fleah, blood and brain form expresalon-
ist patterns on the whitewashed walls.

A robbery? Not likely. A thorough ex-
umlnauo? of ho'moln'nd paperty m:eal

no mb o e
aceno looks mors like an execution. But
why?

Monogrammed cufflinka on tho vic-

tim's shirt sleoves identify him aa Keith
Rothwell, successful accountant and
devoted family man., Known for his qui-
et, unasauming manner, Rothwell hard-
ly d a candidate for murder and
mayhem. Nelther his well-bred, some-
what overbearing wifo nor his
book of a daughter can explaln the
reason for their personal tregedy.

Enter Chlef Detective Alan Banks,
the intrepid protagonist of Roblnson's
soven-book mystery scrica, Banks grew
up in o working closa neighborhood. Ao
a police officer, he's tough and unre-
lentng, yet as a man he's far from twe-
) ' 1. Passi te in the p 19
of justice, ho also needs o gentler outlet
for his emotions. Unfortunately, o
Nounder rriago with Sandra, who
ependa more time organizing exhibits at
the local art gallery than at home, fails
to fulfill his needs. Banks soon finds re-
lief in music, listening to everything
from New Orleans jozz to Khachaturi-
an, end the attentions of a benutiful,
young Pakistani violinist. Human na-
ture, Inspoctor Banka learns, is more
complex than it pppears.
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Slim design big screen TV's with advance picture-in-picture, over
700 lines of resolution, exclusive TV date service, surround
sound stereo, multi-brand remote contro! and more!
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No pagment for 180 days.
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WITH MINIMUM $500 PURCHASE. = I L

+ Pennsylvania House ¢ Bradington-Young ¢ Helanan * Restonic

¢ Thomasville « Charleston Forge ® Comover ¢ Howard Miller
» Harden » King Hickory » Sligh » Jaster Cabinet
¢ Lane + Lexington * Dinaire * Superior

¢ Bob Timberlake ¢ Hooker + Hitchcock ¢ Athol

» Howard Miller ¢ Craftmark » Stiffel ¢ LM. David

o Nichols & Stone ¢ Vanguard + Canal Dover * Butler
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