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Claudia Lar-
son just loat her

‘Home for Holidays’: poignant, funny

year-old daugh-
ter states mat-
ter-of-lactly that
she's going to
surrender  her
virginity whlle
4 her mother goes

home for
MONA(‘!’I?A’“ Thanksgiving.
She loscs her

LAt e
)

cvat at the airport.

Stopped dead in holiday traffic
with her parents, Claudia glances
over at & neighboring car and sces
a man from the plane with a simi.
latly pained expression on his
face. That look of recognition is a
constant in “Home for tho Holi-
dayn,” Jodie Foster's timely and
clever new comedy.

As played by Holly Hunter,
Claudis is pechaps tho saneat
member of her family. Her neu-
rotic mother and retired father
{Anne Bancroft and Charles
Dutning) alternate between snip-
ing and twirling each other
around the cluttcred living room.

Claudia’s brather Tommy
(Robert Downey Jr.) haa failed to

tell hor that his was recently mar-
Hed — to snother man. Claudin
sppreciates Tommy, but both
siblings can't stand slater Josnne
{(Cynthia Stevenson), an uptight
bankor's wife and the only onre
who remained in tho small town
where they grow up.

As dinner progresses, the action
growa wackier, with 20 many Iny-
ers that it starts to look llke &
Marx Brothers movie. Tommy,
who has brought a male friend
hiome but fails to clarify their ro-
lationship, does whatever ho can
to get a rise out of tho family —
und usually succeeds.

Director Foator pruves she hea
an amszing oye for blending com-
edy and drama, Her previous film,
“Llttlo Man Tate,” was polgnant,
heattfelt but not especially enter-
taining. Llke the separate turkeys
scrved at the family dinner, we,
100, can have our movie clther
way.

At the same time, “Home for
the Holidays™ is a little rough
around the edges. The dialogue
scems jumbled, especially near
the beginning, so much so that
you fecl like pushing rewind to
catch oll the nuances.

Though set over just a couple of
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‘A TERRIFIC ADVENTURE.

Great ram;liy;&t:‘ ,‘:E.‘,.".,".s&i".',‘  and suspensel”
“A THRILLING AND HEART-WARMING ADVENTURE!”
“AN ADVENTURE STORY FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY.

Hom BIaARBAX

Comedy: Claudic (Holly Hunter, left) and her mother,

Adele (Anne Bancroft), get a

haliday updute from Clau-

dia’s daughter who is spending Thanhsgiving with her
boyfriend in “Home for the Holidays."

days, things just sort of happen in
tho movie, and many of them suc-
ceed. When Claudia s compli-
mented by the furncce repalrman
who has had a crush on her slnce
high school, she beams back at
him, hall moved, hall glad that
she didn’t wind up hla wife.

Even those morenta out of a
thousand uther situntion come-
dies (Geraldino Chaplin's incon-
tinent aunt, for instance) come 0
funny. Afer singing 8 prolonged
graco at the dinner table, she pro-
ceeda ta recall in graphic detail &
little fling ahe und Claudla’s fa-
ther had some 40 years ago.

Foster is uncomfortable getting
tavghs out of Joannc's irritating
children, who might as welt be
seated at o separate kids’ table for
the amount of time they have on
screen

finding a uso for that extra over.
stuffed winter cost she nlways
carries around when Claudia ar.
rlves without one.

Downey, often irritatingly over
the tap, s quite funny here, Ho
gets most of the movia's best
lines, snapping Polarcid photos
that we never actually see. His
obsession with copturing theso
family moments — painful ss
well as happy — hna a special
meaning at the end of the film.

“Home for the Holidays™ is an
intelligent, winning movle that
should appent to a wide audlence,
1t’s intended for anyono wha has
ever found comfort in a holiday’
gathering or ever wanted to force a;
turkey teg down o family mem-
ber's throot. .

To leave a message for John:
Monaghan, disl 953-2047, mail-:

ek s All the excitement of a treasure hunt and more?” She brings tho bet out of her box number 1866, on a touch-tone.
i e, et mT Ol performers, Including Bancroft, phone, fax him o nate ;?9!-72?9,
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il maddening and endearing, finally 48150. :

“THE BEST
GOMING-OF-AGE
MOVIE SINCE
STAKD BY ME!”
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HOORAY FOR "HOLIDAYS .
Gy Pdey, COMOPOLITAN
“A heaping helping of holid:y.hilam‘.’"
“An emotional rollercoaster ride everyone should take.
o T T Without a doubt - Best Comedy of the Year.”
oo , Smsmbeeiin . . ) Son Fergama, IV CHANSTL
i n"‘".‘:;_.:".‘.;" ' “Moviemaking originality that gives new mnnin% to the
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x u s bertera 14 Jostoa st s bon, A laugh feast stuffed with
o i delicious performances,
ko ;_'“ unexpected romance
Wity R and a big helping of
o heartwarming
- ’ thted vt 12 Gy
":ﬁ%ﬁ_&g“? PR R “emotion.”
igje i 12 s oo Joneas WM, TUAIVE
] e FOUPSRLITOCO
Taddens
m'wuuﬂ Rl TIG) g
marifi 1 il
14187018
Do aos 15
i W Lty
Spmomomin | VSRS
v Alligiz
NRIQIL Y m
"I%érﬁ;' . 13‘&1:
“mﬁl‘l-”l‘uﬂl’lll .hac » -
e | i W S0 BT
M e A -'QMC'I
o Fried .yl "NOW PLAYING _ EURRTUES - :
| rempmdte . . 2P 8 6on 0
Lo a8 - - Ve A 5 OVICA
e e v A T v ; f
i q oy X E . oA A1
e I ARESiD : L

ORI U SO AP S S U WD NN




