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Mayor’'s mission
Put election politics aside

he air you hear being expelled isn't com-
? ing from your tires. [Us the collective

sigh of relief, now that the first ever
Farmington Hills mayoral race is over.

This campaign wasn't pretty.

Sure, having resideata directly clect the
tayor 15 perhaps noble and admirable in the
purvst sense of demoeracy. This race wasn't
about serving a higher purpose.

Rather, it becare about serving higher of-
five. The eampaign became entangled in parti-
san rhetone tand not onginal bromide at
thats, obscene campaim spending, name drog-
piny at the expense of relevant endorsements.
and whether the city's new ice nrena reably
needs a second §50.000 Zamboni.

When this election seemingly reached the
nadir of nonsensical, the abortion issue was
trotzed out. We're sure that's what residents
are pondening whea they're backed up in traf-
fic on southbound Middlebelt approaching 12
Mile — whether the city's new mayor is pro or
anti~choicy "

Had this campaign went any further, we're
sure the two cardidates would've been com-
pelled to take a position on Bosnia, too

We predicted the infusion of pehtics as our
bigigest concern 1n an editorial opposing the
dirvet ¢leetion of a mayor. Our reason was —
and xzill 13 — if it"s not broke don’t fix it.

Previously, the mayor was voted on by ath-
er cuyneit members. The leadership position
was une aztained out of collegial respect and
orderly succession.

The city manager form of government was
a suburban creation in the 19503 primarily to
avoid autocratic mayoral regimes of big cities.

Toov often, we puinted out, the office of may-

o wo believe tho new mayor can
put this contentious election
qulckly behind by galning the
respoct of council and the
community.

or can become o politieal power base con-
structed by an egocentric pol.

Granted, the directly clected mayor only
has a two-year term with 4 maximum of two
terms. The city manager form of government
will remain intact in Farmington Hifls,

However, in teons of potential divisiveness
brought out in future mayoral campaigns, this
first vloction has done nothing to quell our fears,

That said. we believe the new mayor can put
this contentious election quickly behind by gain-
iny the respect of council and the community.

He can achieve that by being the heart and
conscientious of city council, a3 well us by being
aleader.

We expect the new mayor tobe a visionary ns
well as progmatic. He must keep council fo-
cused on key issues and maintain order at
mectings.

With all that, hie will need to be highly visible
in the community and be accessible to con-
stiuents, who will obvicusly have higher expee-
tations of the person they directly elected to the

5t

All of this requires hard work and, no
doubt, excessive demands on pervonal time.
But it's necessary.

Otherwise, the mayor's position will be en-
ticing to any opportunistic politico — backed
by n lot of money and a few well-healed
friends — scarching for instant credibility.

Nominate Family of the Year

he Amurican family isr’t as easy to
? characterize as it was in the TV era of

the Cleavers, what with single parents,
empty nestery, career couples with no kids,
even gay cuuples, more prevalent than ever.

But despite significant evolutionary
charges. the family is still the heartbeat of
America.

On the eve of National Family Week Nov.
19.25, we at the Farmington Observer take
delight in publicizing Oakland Family Ser-
vices' Oakland County Family of the Year Es-
say Cantest.

Oakland Family Services is a private, non-
profit, human services agency in Rochester
Hills, Walled Lake, Pontiac and Berkley.

The 1995 contest theme: “Celebrate Fami-
lies! My Family Is My Foundation.” The in-
tent is to nonur famiiies “who demoustrats the
importance of family in providing love, sup-
port and encour to one her,” ac-
cording to the official contest rules.

“We ecck to focus on the everyday issues
and the occurrences that are central to the
health of the family, such as effectively inte-
geating work nad fumily, the importance of
family traditions and the importance of family
support to children’s development,” says Qaok-
Iand Family Services’ Jean Elder, 8 Farming-
ton Hills regident.

The contest is open to all Oakland County
families of two or more people, living h

tion for each family member, Tell how your
family coped in hard times but feund strength
and inspiration in everyday life,

Send your essay — with your name, ad-

drezc smd hona ey
dressand phone o

Families, /o LovioGeorgelne.,
Suite 200, Detroit, 513 45201. Ent
postmarked by Monday, Nov. 13. Fax entries
to (313) 831-0240. Direct questions to (313}
832-2210.

Oakland Family Services pi will

hae — to: Calahrate

1

Teet Densce beginwith ench of us.

LETTERS

ric Borregard's article in the Oct. &

Slanted views
edition of your newspaper displayed a

E fine example of alunted news. His

gources were one-sided, his logic faulty and
even Borregard's conclusions lacked objectiv-
ity. In his article about Farmington schools,
Borregard claimed that *, . . Farmington
is nat ready to make the adjustment to inter-
national standards,” and that, based on one
source, North Farmington High School stu-
dents will not be . . . number onc in any-
thing.” This article published in your paper
outraged and insulted many students and
faculty at North, and needed more editing
and fact-checking.

As the Co-Editor of North Farmington’s
student newspaper, The Northern Star, I
consider myself a capable, if not proficient
student of journnlism. While not a profes-
sional journalist, 1 at least know not to
make value judgments in my articles based
on one person’s testimony. Mr. Borregard,
however, did nat attempt to refute the slan-
derous statements made in his article. One
phone call to any North Farmington stu-
dent or faculty member would have given
him enough information to contradict his
sources’ statements. In the past three
school days at North, I took three tests,
none of which had any multiple choice ques-
tions.

Borregard's article also suffered from anoth-
er journalistic taboo: fault legic. He spent much
of his article spouting statistics pertoining to
achools around Michigan and around the U.S,,
then used these reports to prove his opinions
about Farmington schoals.

1 agrre that sama Ameriean schools nale in
comparison to gome European schools, howev-
er, this does not mean that every American

PR

drive around in cars playing silly games.
Michael T, Murphy
Farmington Hills
Editor's note: Eric Borregard’s column was an
opinion picce. It was not presented as a acws
story.

Kindergarten dilemma
E have when they send their child off to
kindergarten, for the very first time.

Now imagine that your child, for whatever
reason, is not ready for kindergarten. Your
child might have a mild specch problem, need
physical therapy, or might be a little imma-
ture. You know that your child is normal, but
needs a little help.

Imagine the disappointment when you
learn that the Walled Lake Consolidated
School District (which includes the north-
west corner of Farmington Hills) does not of-
fer this option. You are referred to the
special education department. A myateriovs
new option cvolves; it's called the “PPL” pro-
gram. When you try to determine the nature
of this new beast, all that you can glean is
that the acronym is short for “pre-primary
impaired.” .

What they don't tell you is that ull the
children that are not ready for kindergarten
are lumped together inta one program. This
includes children that are autistic, mentally
ond phynically retarded, and children that
might be a little immaturo for their age.

Your child is then left to “boil and bubble”
in a cauldron of humanity where hope ia
chocked at the door.

Harvey Hoffenblum, Farmington Hills

school is below some mythical “I
Standard.” Farmi schools are not repre-

| entries ond the winner
during National Family Weck. The winning
family will reccive prizes from local mer-
chants.
Among the Oakland County groups that
echo Oakland Family Services’ sensc of family
are the . Hills C on Chil-

or apart, related by blood, marringe, adoption
or commitment to care for one another.

To enter, type or neatly print an essay of
500 words or leas describing why your family
deserves to be Family of the Year. Be specific
in how your family has served as the founda-

dren, Youth and Familics, the Boys-Girls Club
of Troy, Birmingham-Bloomficld Families [o
Action, Big ¥ Big Sisters in hiield
Camp Oakland in Oxford, Clarkston Youth
Assistance and West Bloomficld Youth Assis-
tance.
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“Whan I think of
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It moans it's

sentative of all American schools; by Borre-
gard'a logic, the entire Ford Motor Co. product
line could be bascd on the performance of n
singlecar. .

Eric Borregard clearly did not resenrch
enough before writing his article. Ho attempt-
ed to package a dinner table discussion with
some educational reports and use this ammu.
nition to shoot down a high school, schoo) dis-
trict, and nationwide educational system. I
conaidered your paper above this kind of jour-
nalizm, and 1 atill do.

Afer all, one cannot judge a wholo by the
performances of its parts, nnd vice-versa,
Maybe someone should have taught Borregard
this leasan — cven the “sub-standard” stu-

Where ware parents?

s o member of the Farmington Hills
A community I wns shocked when I ot-
tended a community meeting on Tues-
day, Oct. 10 at Formington High School.

The show waa hosted by Ben Marks and
thers were 16 panclists and only 16 in this
largo ouditorium who thought it important
enough to attond.

There were police chicfs from several com-
munities, a couple of sheriila, a representative
from Scnator Abraham and many other caring
rep ivea of our ity on the pan-
¢l prepared to answer questions and guide

bled parents.

dents at North Farmington High School know
this, and according to your paper, ali wo do Is

My qucutlon‘iu, *“Where wero you™?

Milton Rose, Farmington Hills .{.
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Ok Mission: “Because we publish community newspopers, we think about community journalism
_ in o fundamenlaily different way than our biggvr oompatition. They consider themaelves (o be
“independent from the storiss and communities they cover, swooping in to write the unusual or
sensntional and then dashing off to cover something elte. We regard surselves as both accrrute -
Journalists und as caring citizens of the communitica where we work.”

~ Philip Power

magine the anticipation that most parents X




