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POINIS OF VIEW

ho Irving and Daralen Goldman
! family of Frankiin wanted to go
! to the movies Saturday night.
But thero was no film they wanted to

keo,

. Now that might not bo so strange in
your housshold or mine - but two vis-
iting members of the Goldman family,
their dnughter Meg and son-in-law
Larry Kosdan, are high-profilo film
makera,

! “Wo couldn't find one,” Kasdan con-
fided to a soll-out audlenco of 500 at
Birmingham Templo in Farmington
Hills Monday nlght. “Amcrican movles
have never been worse. Thoy respect
hathing and deal with nothing.”

: To Kasdan, they are empty packages
beautifully produced.

¢ Larry and Meg and their two sons
Jake, 21, and Jon, 16, were in town
from their homo in Los Angoles so Lar-
1y could deliver the second Eli Master
Memorial Scholarship Fund Lecture
that helpa fund the Lraining of
Humanlstic Jowish rabbis.

: Kasdan has dirccted, written and/or

produced 16 featuro films, hos four Oa-
car nominations and won the Writer's
Gulld Award for my favorite movie,
“The Big Chill.” .

Yet hio is disillusioned with the in-
dustry ho warked so hard to join. It's
hard being a humanist in Hollywood,
ho snys.

“I'm a part of Hollywood but 1 do not
feel o part of it,” he said, “I'm trying to
do honorable work but I fécl a stranger
in the warld 1 atruggled to enter.

Much of his talk dealt with that
struggle. Born in Miami Beach and
raised in West Virginia, his parenta di-
vorced and his father died in his carly
teens.

The movies were hla cscape and be-
came his pasaion, ehowing in the Jate
*60s their differentiation between good
and ovil. Teday's films show vielence
for its own sake.

In films such as *"The Magnilicent
Scven™ and “The Great Escape,” he
found herovs and valuea.

“Film mado Jta values tangible for
mo in the ways that parents, schoal,

Critic doesn’t have

By DenNIB KING
GUEST COLUMNIST
would like to respond to a question
E that Mr. Warren Schrocder asked in
hio guest column found in tho .
Farmington Observer Oct. 26.

- In it he aska o question that certain-
ly deserves an anawer. “Arc other par-
onts also being deceived by the magic
of the Outcomes Based Education
mnding system into believing that their

hildren are attaini Jemic excel-

l‘cnco?" X

! He also asks tho question, “Where's
the excelence?”

¢ The best way, [ believe, to judgea
product is at the end of the assembly
line, not midway through the assembly
line. To intercept a car midway down
the assembly line, try to start it, and
then complain because it doesn’t start
would be ridiculoua. .

i In asimilar manner, one ahould Jook

at the end preduct of the Farmington
schools to see If, as in his case, the gift-
ed child is given the tools and the de-
sire to soor with the beat in the coun-

1 can speak only from one teacher's
perspective, but 1 do teach the academ-
ically gifted in my three classes of ac-
celerated physics and two classes of
advanced placement physics. Are my
students attaining academlc excellence
or are the parents of my students being
deceived? You be the judge:

@ More than 90 percent of my students
who take the advanced placement test
in physics pass it. This Is the calculus
level physics and includes both me-
chanica and electricity and magnetism.
A mojority of the students receive 4's
and 5's which is comparable to a col-
lege “A” ond gives the student 10
hours of college credit at the University
of Michigan.

Local elections showing
sweet breath of sanity

Sunday School had not, I wanted to
tive in the world I found in tho mov-
iea,”

At the age of 13, his older brother
took him to see “Lawrence of Arabla,”
*] was 13 years old and I knew what 1
wanted to do with the rest of my lifs,”
he vaid.

Some of you may know the next part,
hecause it took place in Ann Arbor and
our suburbs.

He needed monoy to attend college
ond he found out that the University of-

far to look to find excellence

™ In 1988, 1992, 1993, 1994 and in 1995

the Harrison High School TEAMS

{Tests in Engineering Aptitude in

Math and Science) team won the state
) ionship in their division and

GUEST COLUMN

'Movie offerings fall short o

1

in's Hop d Writing Awards
poid well. 8o he went there and won
several — paying his tuition and giving
him “recognition and validation.”

f past years’

.

loves, he says Is outlandizh. “It's like

‘The money, for doing something ho i
being in the NBA — you can't relate :
oty el

After college, he was rectuited by
W.B, Doner & Co. Advertising in
Bouthficld. And although heearned a
Clio — advertising's Oscar — his eyes
remalned glued to Hollywood as he
wroto screen plays nights and week-
ends only to have them rejected.

“1 hed no alternative plan. This was

my mantra. I had to get ncar the mov- -

jes",

So, ho trucked his wife and young
son out to Holtywood, again working in
advertising to pay the bills.

When his sixth screenplay, “The Bo-
dyguard” after 67 rejections was puz-
chased by Warmer Bros, for an amount

.he thought they could live on for a year,

he quit his ad job,

A mere 2% months later, Steven’
Spielberg asked him to write “Raiders
of the Loat Ark” and the rest is, ns they
say, history.

Or is it? Kasdan admits confusion.

state Class A TEAMS competition.
So, even though the district may
have to educate oll stud 1)

rewards to ,
And few io Hollywood share his val-
ues — that a film's commercial success
does not make it a succoss. Ho cares If
it meets his expectations and can
stand the test of time.

Kasdan's candor impreesed audience

bers like Beth Greenb a
teacher at Scaholm High School in Bir
mingham,

“I thought his condemnation of the
industry was very interesting,” she
said. “We arc getting o Jot of fjunk. I'm
thankful for the Maplo and the Main |
and the DIA. And I hope the Birming-
ham Theatre, when it opens, witl show
good films."”

Kasdan said he has no immediate
plans for another film. But, key, Larry.
What about & ““Big Chill, Part 2"?

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom-
field resident, is former managing edi-
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers. You
can lcave her a voice moil message at
(313) 953-2047, ext 1997,

Harrison. Of course, Harrison is also
known for its outstanding program for

of ability or family background, I can

safely state without fear of contradic-

tion that at Harrison our gifted stu-

dents ":onl;" with the best {n the coun-
1

placed 13th, 10th, 7th and last year Sth
in the entire country in that competi-
tion. Last year only two other schaols
in the state of Michigan placed in the
top 10 schools nationally in their divi-
sion: Detroit Country Day and Kala.
mazoo Math and Scicnce.

& In 1992 Harrison placed first in the
Regional Scicnce Bowl in Dayton,
Ohio, and was given an all expenses
paid trip to Washington, D.C. and last
year we placed third in the Regional
Science Bowl in Dayton while on the

same doy up in Flint other students
from Harrison High were winning the

try y.

We hardly “forfeit their child's po-
tentinl.” For parents to pull a student
out of Farmington Public Schools be-
caute they feel their academically gift-

d ot the other end of the spec-
trum — the emotionally, physically
ond academically handicapped stu-
dents.

Harrison aiso has a state champion-
ship football team. Harrison also hasa
state championship marching band.

M. Schroeder, however, was inter-
ested in only academie excellence for

an {ly gifted child.

ed child will not achicve what he/ she
is capable means that they have not re-
ally done their homework. Look at the
end product, not what is lacking at
some point on the assembly line. My
goal as a teacher is to be the "Wind
Beneath Their Wings.” I believe I
reach my goal especially with the gifted
students.

Mer. Schrocder asks, “Where's the ex-
cellence?" The answer is obvious — at

Harrison has that, too. Mr. Schroed-
er moy consider doing what other par-
ents have done and put his child back
into the Farmington Public Schools so
that his child can u:ltu advantage of the

and save his family a year of college
Luition,

Dennis King is o physics tcacher at
Harrison High School in Farmington
Hills.

he first Tuesday after the first Monday
? in November i a traditional clection
" date In Michigan, selected no doubt in
tho 19th Century when agriculture was the base
of the economy and farmers had enough of their
hervest in Lo allow them time to vate.

. And 0 on this past Tucsday, thousands of
Michiganians went to the polls, voting this ycar
for local municipal offices.

i Mayers were elected. Council seats wero ap-
hartinned. Ry and larze, Michlzan voters main-
tained their reputation as thoughttui and sane
participants in the process of representative de-
mocracy.

1n fact, what strikes me in reflecting on this
year's election is tho contrast between the rela-
tive calm and sanity of our local elections and
the porflorid thetoric of the national partisan
debate.
* There is no doubt that a fundamental change
Ix taking place In our nation’s political life. The

o gt u"dvvryi) [Py I'-' (KT Pm’ty
{s driving a paradigm shift in tho wey wa think
about g while thoe D tic Party
Is pointing out that fund 1ch can
hurt some people just as much as they can help
others,

! Michigan votera aro beginning to tako notice.

! Accerding to a poll published in tho Detroit
paper, by a 61-34 margin, Michiganians think
the country {u headed in tho wrong direction,
Thll dianatisfaction is nearly at tho same levols
s registered just before Provident George Bush
Yraa ropudinted and, again, just before the Dem-
4ctatic congrossional collapso two years 'I:imr.

H Throughout Michigan, candl-
date forums tock place In usion
halls and libraries. Candldates
talked. Peopls askad questions,
lookad and listoned, making up
thelr minds, Some of Tuesday's
races were docldad by margins
as smali as a faw tens of votes.

ordinary, sane local elections, It's n job that the
big city popers or TV stations don't do.

Wo cover tho speeches and candidate forums.
Wa report on where they stand on the issues.
Wo intorviow the candidates, troating them not
an objects suited for acorn or derision but as
decent cltizenn, And often we try to sum up our
knowledgo of the candidates and our under-

The samo pol! found that Michi inap-

of tho needs of the community inan
i t editorial.

prove, 63-31, of the way the GOP-domk d
Congress — the core of tho conservative rovolu-
lion — is doing ita job.
i Another survey found that more than two-
hirds of Amoricans fect that “people like me

ve alimost no say in the political system.”
T That curtalnly fsn't the casc with our local
dlections,
¢ Urdinary people running for ordinary local of-
Gces campaigned door to doar, setting forth

' ’ %ﬂlrwlnu of viow face-to-faco with the voters.

gh Jidnte forums took
#lace o unlon halts and librarics. Candidates
talked, People asked quostions, lovked and Us.
Ed. ‘making up thelr mirds, Some of Tues-

“§fow tano of votes.,
', One of the things thia hometown newspiaher
doce uniquoly well Is to cover those countleas,

‘e races were declded by margins ds smallas

As a local, hometown newspapor, this paper
lives and dies with the hoalth of the communi-
ty. If the ity thrives, this paper ib
{ikely to thrive, too. . .

"That's why our ondorsementa havo direct
conacquences for us that go far heyond the ab-
stractiona of Poli. Scl, 101, If good candidates
aro clectex], the community benefits. And as
part of the community, this newspaper benefita,

too,

That's our obligation to our readors and to
our community. And just maybe that's @ small
part of why loca) elections in Michigan ars s0
sunio and ible, while the national poltiical
dabaté {s 80 rancous and so pegative,

Phit Power is chairman of the company that
owns thi newspeper. His Touch-Tone voice
mail number is (313) 863-2047 ext. 1880,
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