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Farmington in
the early days

hat was rural life like in what ia now
W Farmington Hilla back in the 308 and

4037 That is when I grew up here, just
across the street frum where @'now life.

Things were far different from what they are
now. Life wan pbysically difficult, but when you
have experienced nothing else, it is taken for
granted. The old cement block house my dad
built still stands on the northeast corner of Pow-
er and Colfax. It's been remodeled several times
aver and looks better than ever, now with central
air conditioning and fibergloss siding covering
the cement blocl

Colfax has gono through some name changes
over the yearu, It was 82 mile, then Clark, then
Colfax. Fower Rond was Powers Road, with the

“™ being dropped in recent years to better reflect
the name of the founder of Farmington.

When [ was a kid, we didn’t dlﬂ'(.rtnlmw be-
tween Farmi and Farmi T It
was all just Farmingtan to us. This end of Power
Rend, which ends at Colfux, was just two sandy
tracks between hero and the Farmington cut-off,
which is now nn expressway, with Folsom Street
running along its nouth side and Freedom Rond
along its north side. Those streets didn't exist
then. Nine Mile Road cut ncroas the cut-off near
Maple Road. Nine Mile hasn't changed much in
the atretch between Pawer and Grand River.

On the west side of Power south of tho ex-
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Doctor offers older population special insights

A Farmington
Hills doctor
specializes in
geriatric medi-
cine and she
comea to the job witha
different perspective than
most. .o
BY DIANE G
HTAYY WiITSR

Dr. Kathleen Murphy. a geri-
atric’s apecinlist at Henry Ford Med-
ical Conter in West Bloomfiold,
trcats tho fastest-growing segmunt
of the population and the Farming-
ton Hilla physicinn npproaches hor
ptlm"n(l with o personal insight on
illness

Consider that tho 85 and older
group will be tripling in the next 16
years and imagine the tremendous
impact this will have on the medical
profeasion.

Murphy comes to the job with o
special perspective. She was diag-
nosed in 1988 with retinitis pigmen-
tosa and a yoar lnter ahe learned
she had multiple sclerosis.

At 43 she has two childron
Frances, 10 and Charlic 8.

“There’s npiritunl part of mo
that's being doveloped,” she said. *1
havo to deal with my own stuff. I'm
not saying that I do it well. I do it
and I learn from my patients, I en-
joy listening to them and ubout how
thoy cope or why they cope the way
they do. I identily with their weak-
nesses, their strengths and their
failingn.”

Listening is an important task
when dealing with patients with
chronie illnesscs, sho ndded. And it's
often not a matter of curing tho per-
san,, but rather caring abaut tho is-
suca thoy face.

For instance, she makes it her job
to underatand her paticnts’ wishes
on how thoy want to be treated in
various circumstances,

i
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Spoclal Care: Dr: Kathlcen Murphy looks at patient Nannie Lambdin’s legs with nurse Kath-
lecn White and Nannic’s daughter Carol Paul looking on.

“There are often open ended
questiona people ask you shout what
if. If they don't bring it up. I often
start it. Geriatrica is & continuum. A
66-ycar-old is different from a 76.
year-old and a 75-year-old is differ-
ent from an 85-year-old. At 86, they
start to come to terms with tho end
of life.”

Patients usually know what thoy
want and often need to talk about it.

“What a person wants to do ia up
to them,” slic added sitting in her of-
fice, She pauses regularly to answer
questions about medication and oth-

cr caro issucs from doctors and hos;
pice workers,

“I can givo patients my opinion
and I want them to know nll their

for medication.

“To me, a geriatric provider must
understand the basie principles of
tcrmmnl or supportive cnre —— the

options,” Murphy inucd. “There
are things that we can offer at overy
stage of your life. Many people are a
lot smarter than I am. They've lived
longer.”

Somo of the decisions include
whether or not the patient should be
treated in a hospital or not. Hospital
enre docen't always cure people ond
sometimes it makes them worace,

Murphy said. And the samu is truo

and tr of pain-ta
beat serve lhe frmieul clderly,” M
phy said.
Hospice or non-curative care i
fered in tho continuum of qudlity
care for suffcring or dying patignta
with malignant or non-malignant
terminal illncss.
“If deoth with dignity is to
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Ford Dealer update‘ Now leasea .

80 5
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W

Fsst Month's Payment

“ﬁb@ SH a.wa. 1y

$5249.99

Refundable Security Deposit
Down Payment ...
RCL Cash

..275.00
1,690.00

Customer Cash Due at Signing................2,214.99

save *3,4508°

COMBINE OPTION PACKAGE SAVINGS
OF *1,680 WITH RCL CASH OF ‘1800,

Save $1,950® when you purchase Option Package 2563A.
Package includos: 8 Dual Alr Bags (always
mAuiomatic Transmission @Alr Conditioning #16-Valve, 4-Cyl.
Englne MPower Disc Brakes BAnd More...
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