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pressway there was a corn flold. At the corner of
what 1s now Cadillac and Mayficld were a couple
of old wooden towera used by skeet ahootera, The
weat sldo of Power south of what ia now Cadlllac,
was solld weods and a creek that still runa about
balfway between Colfax and Cadillae, ecross Pow-

er.

Neither Cadillac nor Mayfleld oxiated then. It
was solid woods. Thero uszed to be a sawdust plle
back In the woods where tho creek ran through,
which was all that remained of an ald sawmill,
evidence of paat hlstory. The rawdust pile waa full
of blue racer snokes and baby wnakes.

Bluo racer snakes were comnion in the neigh-
borhood in thoss daye. Some of thetm wero six feot
long and besidca secing them on the ground, were
said to be scen jumping through teeo branches. My
dad used to pick them up by thelr tails anit give
them a hard anap, like enapping a whip. Thelr
heads would fly off. Once when ho snapped e head
off a snake it hit my cousln I{arold right In the -
tecth, My dad thaught it was funny, but Harold
didn't.

What i3 now Fianders subdivision northeast of
Eight Mile and Farmington roads, used tobe a
farm. I used to chass tho blg work horscs that
grazed in the field of the farm, with my pinto pony,
Tony.

When my mom and dad first bought the acre of
1and where we lived on Powers, there was nothing
thers but a tiny wooden real eatats office which
had been moved thero, Dad added onto it a couple
of times. It looked like a long nhed. § remember we
had a wood and coal heating stave that used to et
red hot. Later, dad hired a man from down the
strect, Mr. Densmoro, to uso his horses to acuop
out the ground (or 8 basement. Dad built the
cement block basement and uhell for the houase
from cement blocks he bought from Mr. Harry
Rowe down the street, who made cement blocks in
his barn.

We lived in the basement for a long time. We
had electricity, but no indoor plumbing, juat an
outhouse and a hand pump for water. Dad worked
in factories, driving a voal truck and lator owning a
buslness as a cement and mason coatractor, which
he did until he died in 1954. At that time ho was
president of the Farmington Lions Club.

1 was nover very close to dad. He was so buay
working u!l the time, supporting his soven chil-
dren and an endless stream of relatives living with
us. I never got to know him very well. He was 6

feet tall, powerfully built and weighed about 200
pounds. His very presence seemed Lo command re-

Dance lessons, show benefit St. Jude Hospital

St. Jude Children’s Research Hos-
pital will receive all proceeds from
Princess  Madiha’s Annual Darnce
Benefit 8 p.m. Saturday at the Bots-
ford Inn in Farmington Hills.

The event attracts dancen from
throughout the Midwest and will fra.
ture more than 30 dancers performing

in a variety of Internstional dance
styles including Middle Eastern, Afri-
can, Flamenco and Hula.

The doora open at 9 e.n., warm-ups
begin at 9:40 am., dance sessions are
between 10 am. and 4:30 p.m.

The cancert Is st 6:15 pm., an sp-

upez(. oven though hio never fnizhed the eighth
grade.

Ho told me that his mother dled when he was
vory young and the only thing ke remembered
about her was her slapping him eround. Ho said
ho loR hame esrly and worked 22 @ logxee in his
teona in Wisconsin, Both ho and my mother were
working in a plywoed factory In Wisconsin whon
they mot. They married whon ho wae 10 and shé
17. My mothee Is 88, somewhat forgotfu), loving
dad forsvor.

Wo hed a garden, raised chickens, ducks, cows,
pign and robbits, § remember dad butchering a pig,
soaking it in a barrel of Lolllng water after which
the entlre family would use paring kaives to
scrape off halr, He hung a butchered pig from a
pole in tho winter, freozing it, going out and cut.
ting off portions for food as wo needed it

Mom worked just as hard or harder than dad
and was strongor than most men. Sho dld laundry
for our famlly, my couslns who lived with us as
well o my dad’s dad and her own mothar, Sho had
all tho usual hausework, as well as work In the
vegetable garden and she always maintalned
beautiful fower gardens, When we kids got old
enough, we took much of the [oad off mom.

There wero two Farmington schoot huildings
wido by alde on Scliool Btreot fust off Grand River
in town, They were made of red brick. One build-
ing wan for grades kindergarten through elxth and
tho ather for seventh through 12th. I don't remom-
ber tho year [ sta firat grade, but when I was in
grade school tho cement stops on the hill behlnd
the high school were installed to make it casier to
get to the football fleld and basshall diamond on
Shifwassce,

‘Thero wern two cops in those days, Chief Joa
DeVriendt and Sgt. Floyd Seilow. They were in
the city affices right In town on Granid River, If
there were others, I novor saw them until later,

We never locked our doora hecanso there was no
crimo. Onco someone atole a car battery my dad
loft sitting on o trailer in the yard, About tho worst
things that wou!ld happen waa to get bitten by a
dog or kids fighting.

1 can’t remember all the kids' names from grade
school. But somo of them were: Mike Forrante,
Dean Quick, Smoky Ashenbrenner, Rita Pioron,
Fern Smith, Jane Qulsenberry, Fred Steinkopf,
Dick Alaxander, Dick Yokum, Charllo Lahser and

Jean Martindale. Please don't fault ma for not re-
membering more. It's been over 50 years atnce [
graduated from clementary school,
d Kenneth Kemp is a 62-ycar Farmington resi-
fent.

petizer buffet will begin at 7 p.m. end
the cancert begins at 8 pro.

Tickets for the dance workshop and
‘night perforraance are $45. Tickets for
the night performance only are $20.

For more information call Susan
Poel at 541-3153,

by providing compreheasive health care for life.
considers your Individual aceds and concerns.
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How to get personal, compassionate care
that considers your individual needs.

When you're a patient at Botsford, you're welcomed as a member of cur
family. Botsford General Hospital wants to keep you and your family healthy

At Botsford, we recognize health care s not limited to technology
Machines can assist us, but only dedicated professionals provide care that

Consistent with our esteopathic herdiage, we belleve in treating you asa
whole person, We titke the tme to listen to you and review your familys .

For more !

Maich as 810) 442-7900, . c
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_ {810) 4427966, 1f you would llk?xn phpeician referral call Health
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Reaching out to the pesple of aur community.

26050 Gtand River Awetue « Pusnlagion Hills, M1 48335-5933 -

An open plea to parents:

WE NEED YOU TO RENEW
- Qur School Millage

A Yes Vote Keeps:

¢ 145 teachers, counselors and iiprarians

¢ All bus transportation

o All middle and high school

athletic pro grax’ns ¥

o Manageable classroom sizes

» Summer shool’

¢ Qutdoor education center
o Vaqable special programs, like REACH

and Reading Recovery
¢ Strong property values

YOUR VOTE COUNTS
and the

- KIDS ARE COUNTING ON YOU

Quéstf'ons? Call (810) 960-8318 _

. Pald for by Citizens for Walled Laka Schools




