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MOVIES

‘Persuasion’ brmgs Austen’s final novel to the screen

Good compa-
ay, according to
tho strong-willed
herolne of “Por-
suaslon,” unlitea
“clover, weil-ln-
formed people
who can converse
with wit, Intelli.
gonce, and libor.
alness of 1deas.”

———ra——
TICKETS
Bl

SO % ition, dhame
lefinttion,thera
MONAGHAN is littlo better

company at the moviea this year
than the new screon adaptatlon of
Jano Austen's final novel.

Penned in 1814 while the writer
was dylng of Addlson'a discase,
“Persusalon” fa the story of a
young woman, Anno (Amanda
Root), who meets again with the

‘ SCREEM SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at
alternative movie theaters across
metro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan,

B DETROIY FILM THEATRE
Detroit Inatitute of Arts, 6200
‘Woodward, Detroit. Call (313)
833.2323 for information. ($5; $4
students)

“Wild Rteeds™ (Franco — 1994).
7,830 p.m. Nov. 10-11; 4, 7 p.m.
Nov. 12, A now kid arrlves inn
Fronch high school, circa 1962,
changing the lives of his fellow
studenta forever, Di by An-

- dre Techins,

. *TheJar” (Iran — 1892). 7 p.m.
+Nov. 13. Panic crupta in a tiny
_Iranian school when the jar that
holds comraunal drinking water
for the children grown a crack.

man sha once loved and lot slip
away. Thia socond chanoe, howev-
er, is wrought with tho kind of
heartacho and repression that you
come to cxpect from an Austen
novel.

Her widowed father has squan-
dered awsy his catate, leaving
only the family title, Everyone as-
sumcs that she wiil marry the
suave and sophisticated Mr, Elll-
ot, not the stolc Captaln Went-
worth, a nohle man In uniform
bt far from the arlstocrat Anne's
fathor expocta her to marry.

Like Austen's other slorics
(“Pride and Prejudice,” *Sense
and Sensibllity”), thie one Is
chock full of characters all set up
in complez, often confuaing, rela-
tion to ono another. This British.
mado film veralon ian't helped by

‘The supposcdly simple solution
to the problem iu foiled by @ acries
of soclal rosdblocks that are both
maddening and funny.
1 KINOTEX
Windsor Fllm Theatre, 2136
‘Wyandotte St. West, Windsor,
Canadas. Call (619) 264-FILM for
more information. ($4.60 Canadi-
an; 34 US) ’
*From the Life of Mzrionottes"
(West Germany — 1978). 9 p.m.
Nov. 13-14. Ingmar Bergman'a
second-to-last film iz also one of
his bleakest, made up of a serica
of vignettes beat described asa
study in depravity. He follows the
garish colors of a porno palace
murder with black-and-white
sequences taking plece both be-
foro and after the crime.

. THEY'VE BEEN TARGETED
BY THE RUSSIAN M0B,

the muddled voices, reportedly
insudible durlng the ochooy
promiore at tho Detroit Fllm The-
atre and still a strain during en
cxclusive run ot Royal Oak's

Maln Art Theatre,

Part of a new broed of perlod
movles, “Persuasion” forcgoes tho
often forced sumptuousness of
thoe Moerchant-Ivory productions.
The bulldings and clothing look
worn and lived in to tho point
whore 2 walk In the woods will
leave muddy stoins on the bottom
of a gentleman’s long whita coat.
Tho facea have a natural shine
and, for Anno st lcast, lttle
makeup.

Root's Anne makes tho perfoct
Austen heroine. Though perhaps
not as pretty es some of the wom-
on around her, she hso an insight

Bl RAQIC BAQ TREATRY
22918 Woodward, Fe: rndnlu, Call
(810) 544-3030 for

and strength of character that
seta hor apart.

In contrast, her slster Mary s e
sflly woman, a hypochondriac and
fussbudget dosplsed by her in-
lawa, They would have proferred
Anne In the family, and tell herso
during countless confcssions. A
montage of theso ends with
Mary's husband and an ex-
asperating “Oh, Anne,” which,
ke many thinyl in "the film,
speaka volumes while saylng lit.
tle.

‘There are no blg~nnmnncwnln
tho “Persuasion” cast, though o
few fomiliar faces nppcu from
other period films,

Asido from a complex shot in
which the camora views Anne
from outside a cafe window and
then carcona insids snd around

‘Thursday, unless noted other-
who Call (810} 6(2-0180 for in-

$4)

“Kida" (USA - 1995). 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 0. Larry Clark’s unflinching
portrait of Now York City teenn is
overy parenta’ nightmare. Theso
kids engage in petty theft, random
violence, drug uso, and unsafa
sex. A question remains about the
dlrector’s intentions: s he pre-
sentlng n modern cautionary tale
or grooving on thelr self-deatruc-
tivo lifoatylo?

“Reservoir Doga™ (USA - 1993).
B p.m. Nov. 14 and 16. Quentin
‘Tarantino’s amazing first feature,
tho story of a bank heiat gone way
wrong. Harvey Koitel, Stevo Bus-
cemi, and Michael Madsen
highlight a perfect cast.

MAIN ART THEATRE, 118 N.
Main Street at 11 Mile, Royal
Oak. Films play through at lcast

and sh (46.50;
$4 students and matinee; $3
twilight)

“Mighty Aphrodite™ (USA -
1995). Woody Allen writes, directs
and stars in this story of a father
obscased with discovering tho
identity of his sdopted son‘s
mother. The typlcally eclectic
caat includes Helena Bonham
Carter, F. Murray Abraham, Peter
Weller, and Claire Bloom.

“Persuasion” (Britain - 1995).
This acclaimed screen adaptation
of Jane Austen's final novel finds
a woman given a second chance at
the love of her life. Unlike most
other period films, this onc hasa
realism and slrvngth of purpose

tho group of women sho sits with,
Rogor Michell offers little showi-
ness in his direction. He employs
some effoctive zooms to ahow the
dovastaling effect a chance moet-
ing with Wentworth can have on
Anne, though he lets Root's ex-
proasiva face do most of the work.

Ho keops the story moving at a
steady clip, without long inter-
Judes of music and besutiful
scenery that usunlly distinguizh
big-screen peried filme, The mak-
ers of “Persuasion” understand
corroctly that the trus beauty of
the etory lics in Austen’s timelesa
characters, dinlogue, and con-
fllcts, which they condensa to well
under two hours.

The joy of tho movie might ba
summed up in a slmple scena
where Anne, walking with a

Como ohortly before the outbreak

of World War IL Directed by John
Irvin and starring Vanessa
Redgrave, Edward Fox, and Uma
Thurman.
B MAPLE THEATRE
4135 W. Maple, Bloomficld. All
titles play through at least next
Thuraday, unless noted other-
wise, Call (810) 855-9050 for In-
formation. ($5; $2.95 twilight)
“Home for the Holidays" (USA
- 1995). Jodio Foster's timely
comedy stars Holly Hunterasa
single mother who returns home
to spend Thankagiving with her
eccentric family. The witty,
wicked surprises she encounters
make this the holiday scason’s
first muat-sce comedy, thanks to
a supporting cast including Rob-

friend, recognizes the Admiral
and his wifo, a couple she truly
admirea. Surronnded by fops and
phonies (that alwaye outnumber
end try to undermine the good
guys in an Austen novel), wo
share Apne’s joy as ahe runs
toward them hands outstretched.

It takea us little more than a
fow scenes with such people to
greet them the eams way, We
know, once sgaln, that we're in
good company.

To leave @ message for John
Monaghan, dial 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on & touch-tone
phone, fax him a note ot 691-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
papere, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
48150,

ert Lowney Jr., Charles Durning,
and Anne Bancroft.

“Mighty Aphrodite” (USA -
1995). See Main Art Theatre list-
ing above.
B MADCNNA UNIVERSITY
36000 Schoolcraft, Livonte. Call
(313) 432-5543 for informatlon.

“My Left Foot.” 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 14 in the exccutive
classroom, room 2213. Stara Dan-
ie] Day-Lewis and Brenda Frick-

er.

TALK CINEMA

Livonia Civic Center Auditorium,

32777 Five Mlle Road, Livonia.

Admission with Frienda of the

Livonia Library card, $5.
“Murder on tho Orient Ex-

press” 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov.

15

not unlike ita ble heroine.
“A Month By tho Lake"” (Brit-
ain — 1995). A romantlc comedy

et on the shores of Italy's Lake
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“HOORAY FOR ‘HOLIDAYS'Y”

“A heaping helping of hohday hilarity.”

e, NIC-TV

“An emotional rollercoaster ride everyone should take.
Without a doubt - Best Comedy of the Year.”

Jom Terpane, PREVUE CHANNEL

“Moviemaking ongmahty that gives new meaning to the

term ‘slice of life’ with poignant humor, pain and pleasure.”
Do) Shechaa, CBS-TV

“Jodie Foster has whipped up a riotous
celebration you can’t miss,
A laugh feast stuffed with
delicious performances,
unexpected romance
and a big helping of
heartwarming
emotion,”

Jeance Well, JEANNE
WOLFS HOUYWOOT
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