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[ come to the rescue
of a reader who has ree
quested that 1 deal
with very small rourms
in wvery small apart-
ments or homes. Any
light that can be shed
on this subject |8
sutnmed up in one

SRS word. Scale.  Seale.
NAOM! STONE Seale. It is the core of

LEVY my advice, and benes
repetition,
1t i hopes! this bume haa & small ves-
tibule and/ar hallway. In deafty Michi-
gan a door to eliminate the cold s criti-
cal. Cut the opening to accommodate
the widest doot posaible. Gargeous be-
veled clear plass will open up the tiny
area. Don't be tempted with colored
loxs — that will close you in. The walls
and woodwork shoulil be off-white,
Small spaces seem to be cut up with
contrasta in color.
A small living arca may not be recep-
tive to o sofn. Instead, use no mere than
a G8.inch wide lToveseat. Be sure the
arms aren’t excessively large. Even o
typical Lawsan arm with a *T" cushion
sont will visually diminish the
f{oveseat's size more than high arma
that completely enclose the cuahi
‘The selection of chairs is crucial to
the acale of this room. I recommend
several open arm styles; the more open,
the lean crowded the room will seem.

A The legs ahould be exposed — no skinta.

None of the forepuing needs to elimi-
nate comfort. The acat cushi muat
be plump and inviting. Contesnporary
furniture of its own noture is low, and
that is helpful to the overall scnle.
Height cuts into open space unlesa it {a
furniture against a wall.

Tabling the issue
It becomen evident thot all tables

"' must plso be of smaller size. A drop-leal

table has the advantage of opening up
one or both leaves to galn surface, only
when needed. Small tabournets ot
chairside afford a place 1o set a cup of
coflee, always cordial.

The ubiguitous coffee table is best
with 8 glase top, whatever jta aize. The
base, which will thus becor.nn accentu.

] ated, shouldn't be

p and
heavy, The seo-thirough of gloxs tends to

Small rooms demand
I an attention to scale

aveid overcrowding. A low bowl of flo.
wers or greens on Lhe caffee tuble will be
wrlcome. A pair of amall figurines are
subitle adiitions. Stack two or three
xmall size art books for visitars to
peruse. Alwnys keep in mind ~ small.
Dining arean can deceive you. Try to
uke o pedestal base thot avoids [egs.

= The base can be fexible, frum Duncan

Phyfe to polished chrome in style. If
modern is the etyling, o %-Inch round
glans top will cnece again scem to oecupy
less visual space. The chairs should
have open backs, ranging from Windsor
to Chippendale to lucite.”

The lighting must be inconspicuous,
The bent solution would be recessed hi.
hats, but if there hoa to be a honging
fixture it should be smail in scale, and
in keeping with the size of the area.

Side tracked

A merving sideboardd Is eanential.
Since storage space is at o premium in a
smal] home or apartment, find the mest
commaodious picce you can. Opt far &
wall-hung sideboard in o light cotor. 1f
contemporary it could be off-white plas-
tic laminate (UGH!) but the exact same
pivee in n light color lacquer will be
nuper,

If traditional is in order, search for or
bleach o Georgian cabinet of amall pro.
portions. Blondish knotted pine is an-
other good option. A large-nized mirror
sbove cither chest will cxpand the
space. Qr why not mirvoe an entire wall?
1t will aurely enlarge the roomn. A paint.
e ermoire or bannetiere can afford
ather much needed storage space. Mix
and motch!

How picturea are arranged in s amoll
dinkng area is cruclal ta wuccess. A lnrge
group of small pictures wouldn't be
deemed as overcrowding. The frames
need be Innocucus, not necessarily
matching. Heavily carved gilt frames
aren't in order.

Small Ledroama sgain cllcit smaller
furniture. If twin beds aro essential,
keep them together, with twin, very
small nightstands on each side. Re-
member that twin beds nt 33 inches
wide are alse avallable, rather than the
standard 39-inch width, Eliminating
that 12 inches of cxtea bed s essential
to your happiness within your bedroom.
: An armeire effords fantastic stornge,

maximize the spoce. I r d the
%.Inch thick gless top have an aval or
round configuration, rather than sq

ot rectilinear, because they will aveld
shins in theso amaller areas.

Table lampa should never tower over
the furnishings. A word regarding lamp
shades. Too often they overpower the
lamp, and should be “fitted.” 1n a small
room allow the shade to be a mite
smalles rather than larger. There are all
brass or chrome floor lampa that have
metal hoods and are unchvious., § call
them non-lemps. They are most helpful
in developing that less ded look. In
any caae, floor lamps wilt help.
Accessories also need to be scaled o

14 ing m wmall TV set. Il a
chest of drawers hecomes your cholce,
by ail means top It with the tallest mir-
tor you can find. Make the frame up at
a frame sahop thoveby availing yoursclf
of every reflective Inch possible. A very
small open armchair, lightly uphol-
stered, will be welcome. Accompany
sald chair with a fleor lamp.

Naoomi Stone levy, a Franklin resi-
dent, is an interior designer and a for-
mer secretary of the American Socicly of
Interior Designers. You can leave her o
méssage by dialing (313) 853-2047 on a
touch-tone phone, then her mailbox
number, 1897, Her fax number is (810}
644-1314.
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