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FOCUS ON PHOTOGRAPHY

Focus on people
for candid shots

An we all know, pro.
ple are ameng the most
{ancinating of all pho-.
topraphic subjects.
And il you can catch
them unaware, you'll
end up with shots that
sre bath natural in ex-

_, { |4 pression and exciting
' in

MONTE i

NAGLER ‘Thero are two basic

appraaches to candid

photography: 1. You

* can intentianally provake a reaction by
attracting your subject’s attention and
saupping the camera at that instant, or
2, You can try to be unnoticed and cap-
ture a slice of life ns it happena.

The first approach will freeze a per-
son's instant response to your camera.
You'll get expresaions of surprise and
humar that can be very revealing.

The second approach, ahooting unob-.
served, will produce natural looking
pictures of people going abaut their ev-
eryday lives. When photographing in a
public place, an airport, o park or a
crowded street, try to attract a wmini-
mum amount of altention to yoursclf.
Blend in with the surroundings and be-
come o quict observer of the action.

A telephoto lens ia certalnly helpful
in candid photography because you can
fitl the frame without the need to get
tuo closo to your subject. With a tele-
photo, you can often get striking shots
of people absorbed in work or play and
they won't even know you're there.

But don't rule out normel or even

wite-angle lcnses. They'll give you
more background In your shot, which
can luable in placi biects in
their natural environment.

)

Wide-angle lensen, due to their in.
creased angle of view, will enable you to
include people in the viewfinder with-
out having to paint the camera directly
at them. People rarely believe they're
being photographed unlens the camera
is nimed in their direction.

Don't forget candids close Lo home.
Whether it's a family gathering st boli-
day time or a ballgame in the back yard,
candid shots will provide you with nat-
ural looking, lnsting memories.

To get good candid shots, have your
cxposure predetermined so that you can
trip the shutter quickly without a lot of
fussing with the camera’s controls.

In sll candid photography, speed is
an important ingredient — not sa much
shutter speed or film speed, but the
speed with which you ean reect to the
image and decide on compasition, focus
and exposure of your shot.

A thorough 'familiarity with your
camera equipment is essential il you
are to operste quickly and unobtrusive-
ly to get the shots that count. ..

Monte Nagler is o fine art photogra-
pher based in Farmington Hills. You
can leave him o message by dialing (313)
053.2047 on a touch-tone phone, then
his mailbox number, 1873, His fas num-
ber i3 (810) 644-1314.

Candld
camero:
Shanghai,
China, was
the location
for this can-
did shot of a
smoker deep
in thought.
Mante
Nagler

shutter at
the exart
moment
when a puff
was being x-
haled.
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