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(AP) — Have you wonderod how
d. you might add a awltch, light or se-
Bl coptacle to your home with all those
finished walls, celllngs and floors
concealing the wiring? Well, take
heart. With a little careful measuring
and a complement af luck, you can
caslly “fish” cabla through celling
§- and wall cavitiea, and with ittle or no
drywall repair,

Fishing cable, as it's known, i» not
new. Electricians have been upgrdd-
ing electrical systems in this manner
for years, and you can do it, toa. Al-
% though tha job s time-consumling it's
q not that difficult. .

In many cases ail you need to flsh
clectrical wirs are a cut-in box,
H a acrewdriver, utility

knife, and drywall. In some cases a
o} lensth of sash chain is handy.
M For n short run, a plece of coat-
hanger wire will scrve as u fish tape.
For longer reaches, a factory-mado
fish tape will 2ave you hours of frus-
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M cavity yot flexible enough to make
R tight radius bends.
B Some circuits are casy to expand. If

‘To add switches, pl

rootn wall, check the wall's back first.
In many cases, you can pull powor
from s bedroom receptaclo on the
wall's opposite alds,

To do this, start by measuring caro-
fully (rom a common featurs on the
wall, such as a door, The exlsting ta-
coptacle box will be mounted on @
stud. The now boz, known aa a cut-in
box will not bo mountod on & atud.

To detormine where to E:t the cut-
in box, poke a putty knifo betwoen the
outside of the receptacle box and tho
edge of the drywall. Do this on both
aldes of the box. Tha putty knlfo will
go In up tothe etud on one side, but
an the other aide it will not hit tho
stud. This is the side on which you
inatall tho cut-in box.

On the opposite slde of the wall,
mark and cut the opening for the cut-
in box a fow Inches from the existing
box. Run the wire from tha existing
box to tho opening. Push tha wires
through the cut-inbox and install the
hox in ita opening. Now install the re-
ceptacle In the box, and check that
the receptacls in working properly be-
fore installing tho cover plats.

When estendlng the cable along a
wall, ip most cases, you will have to
run the cabls from the basement or
the attlc. Which wey you run the
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cable depends on which i unfln.
fshed. If both are unfinished, it's gon- .
erally casler to work from the base. ;
ment. .
1f you work In the sttic, you'll need -
to move the insulstion aside 1o flnd
the top of the walls through which -
you will bore holes ta un cable. The .
wall will run parallel to the cwlling
jolats or perpendicular to them, If 1t
une parallel to the jolats, look far a -
drywall nailer (two 2-by-4a or ona 2.
by-8) that appears to lay on top of the
drywall. A wall perpendicular to the
joluts [s evident by the horlzontsl 2. -
by-4 that forma the top of the wall,
Afer measuring carcfully from a
referonce polnt, bore one bols to tap
inta the circult and another to run the
cable. Next, lower an 8-foot-long sash
chaln into the xtud spaca frem above.
Secure thechaln with a pair of locking .

pllers. .

Poke the fiah tape through the box
opening (the one you are pulling pow-
er from) and snag the dangling chaln. *
Pull the chain into the box, and st- &
tach the new cable to it. Pull both ¢
into the attic. From the attic, foed the ¢
cable into the nast holo, and push
down to the new opening.

Do nat lay cable an top of the cofl
ing joluts. If the cable runa across a |
Jolst, bore & hole through the jolst and ¢
run the cable through the holo. If the .
cable runa paralicl to a joist, staple J
the cabla to the joist's slde. Space |
staples 4 feet apart.

When working from the basemen|
Instead of using a chain £o galn sccess «
to the existing box, push the flsh tape |
into the atud space from tho base-
ment and snag it through tho Loz ;
with a coat hanger, Then use the fish «
tape to pull the cable through tho box ¢
and into the basement.
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