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STAUrWKITEY
uring the fiva-day work
weok, most of thevd Qak-
land County business

leaders may know more about

«iftlng through papers than about

poundlng e nall. But on a dreary

Saturdsy, thelr hearts and hands

went out to n Pontiac family who

was on the verge of giving up.

“Thenso feelings ara really hard
to cxplain,” said Ken Childreas,
{ather of 4-year-old Ken Harbln,
#ho has Cerebral Palay and who
was struggling with his mother,

"anyn, to get his wheelchalr down
he cement stairs of their small

Pontlac komo.

Tha wheelchair ramp that was
wing bullt on Oct, 28, they sald,
would help thelr family with the
strens,

It was geiting too much for my
wife. I wan at work all day worry-
ing and new [ don't have to," sald
Ken Childress. "It has nothing to
v with color, . .that docan't
mean anything. It's just people
wanting to help us ond 1'm lovin*

‘Those people who surrounded
the famlly were 20 Leaderahip
Oakland busineas Jeaders and
volunteers who handbuilt n wood
ramp that extends from the Chil-
dreas porch. .

*t sure will make things easier
for us. [t's been difficult to have
to carry Ken up and down, snd in
and out of the car. With the ramp,
it will be a lot casier on me,” said
Tunya, mother of Ken and 2-year-
old Brittany, nnd who ia expecting
her third child.

Getting heord was half the bat-
tle, she cxplained, as somo Jocal
agencles she tried to contact
would not asaist her becaunse of
Ken's age and disability. “There
was always a lot of red tape and
they'd give me the run-around. |
was about to give up.”

After contacting United Cere-
hral Palsy of Metropalitan De.
trolt in Southfield and then being

“to find help for children. There ro-

referred to ‘Troy-based Leadership
Qakland, Childreas loaked out her
window an Oct. 28 amazed at the
many volunteets who camo out to
help her son. Leadership Cakland
in deaigned to ensure the continu-
ing vitality of Oakland County by
preparing mativated leaders whe
are educated ahout the county
and [ta issucs,

Over the post six years, Leader-
ship Qakland volunteers have
worked together on six communi-
ty-service projects, the {nat threo
of which hove Involved ramp
building. Oct. 28 was nationally
known os “Make a DIfferenco
Day”, and that's what happened.

“You really have to work hord

olly aren’t any agenciea wha have
time for children, and nobody
poys for It,” said Elmer Cerano,
United Cerebral Palsy director
and o Leadership Oakland alum-
nus.

Cerano, who also volunteered
hin time to build the ramp, sald,
“It I% a building experience. Wo
aren't experts, but everyone
works. We help each other out.
And when we're done, everyone
says, *‘Man, wo really did this.'*

Many of the other buslness
Jeaders invelved in the ramp
huilding sgrecd with the feclings
of accomplishment.

“To be succeasful {s to truly
know you've helped somebody,
and that you've mode a difference
in somebody's tife,” sald Barbara
Miller, analyst consultant for
Oakland County.

‘The Oct. 28 project, Miller's
first ince graduating from Lead-

It'sn

waonderful experience.
‘Thomas Landry, president of
Farmington Hilla-hased AJ Etkin
Construction Co., said it was
“great hands-on expericnce and a’
grent way to meet new people. 1
was invelved In laat year's project
for many reasons, This is an im-
mediate sotisfaction. You get it

Bultding togethar: Program coordinator Wendey Harriel
tleft) of Southfield assists executive director Lucia
Sulewshi of Troy with break-time snacks at the Leader-
ship Oalidand outreach ramp project.

On-line potpourri

May I clearmy

OAR

oNUINE desk of o few
oy notes I've been

M keeplng for read-

K

Most are not
of sufficient Im-
partance 10 ware
rant & full col-
umn and I hate
to throw them
"EMORY ™Y So hero are

DANIELS "evoral short-
s takes.

First an E-mail measoge from
Len Roberta of Canton, Romem-
ber, he's our on-line user who en-
Jjoys building :wm-! pages for holl-

s

to http:/mass.log.wayne.edu. You
will find a wide range of aging in-
formation including phone num.
bers for Jocal senlor centers, coun-
cils and commlesions on aging.
‘Alzhelmer's Association ch

Information about pro-

Leadership Oakland aids boy

STAN Paotin iy W1 0r Hasse

Allaboard: The Childress Family is surrounded by the many Leadership Oakland volunteers and boosters who
came out on a chitly Saturday to handbuild a ramp for 4-year-old Ken Harbin, who has cerebral palsy.

il dune in one day, and you help
aut o fumily.”

ick Raab and Jamen Page of
Troy-bused Ellis/Noeyaert/Gen-
heimer Associotes Ine.,
“It's rematkable, and
feeling. You have to be willing to
give back.”

Lendership Oakland is span-
sored by Oakland Leadership
Council, formerly the Council of
Chambers of Commerce of Oak-
Jund County. Participants in
Leattership Gakland, a nine-
month-long program, are encour-
aged to work individually and col-
lectively to solve community
problems. Oakland Leaderahip
Council representa a consortium
of 20 Oaklend County chambern
of commerce, including Auburn
Hilts, Birmingham.Bloomfield,
Clarkston, Farmington-Farming-
ton Hills, Lakes Area, Rochester,
Orion, Southficld, Troy and Weat
Bloomfield.

Lucia Sulewski of Leadership
Qaklond said the next project in-
volving the Childress family will
be to help raise danations for a
deposit on a von with a handi-
capped lit. Becouse young Ken is
in n wheelchalr, tho family is un-

L]
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. Services
mas Time of Year,”" teaches chil-
dren about cultures and customa
from around the world while they
color and play. At the end of cach
tape, children learn an entertain.
ing phrase, Nke*l Love ' You
Grandms,” in 10 diffc lan-

grams such as Medieare/Medic-
8id assistanco programs and the
Retired Senior Vol ro-

guagea.
By accesaing the page, onliners
ith d i n

gram, Soclal Security program In-
formation, and o Loll-freo national
Eldereare Locator number.

The MOSA sits also provides
daily congressional updates and
Federn! Register announcements,
access to local and national cene
sus lnt;omutlon;‘do{nomphlc in-

days. Len about
Thankegiving and hsa been talk-
{ng with willi and f1h2 about it
Len wonders i OLE On-line
ussrs would send him via E-mail
the Universal Resource tor
(URL) that shows whet they are
thankful for. If you can’t thlrﬂ'n of

‘s aging
population, and health informa-
tion from the Natlonal Instituto
of Health,

‘The elts is designed to bo a
planning tool for thoso engaged in
delivering services to senlor citls
zons but it is available to uny:nn

! fon that

one, or can't find the epp:
URL, then just send an EMail
mesaage to Len about what you
are thankful for this year.
Len p'lf’l‘l en‘}mlldln( a home
Rk o '

with an
Includes World Wide Web access.

Sing, Color 'n Say
l.conoml Paxton, p'artncr of
b

hildron'

P '}

sent him; a sort of Intetactive hol-

iday page. To participate, send
ur message to lenri@oeon.
ine.com.

_Renlor rosource
“ "The Michlgsn Ofilro of Bervicws

_ to.the Aging bhas worked with

Wayna State Uglversity to devel.
np‘yl““’nhlh f%r sonior cliizens

which can bo by pointing

Troy s book pub-
sher Wozldkids Preas, has made
“Sing, Color 'n Say" avatlablo for
browsing on tho WWW. Point to
http:/wwnewebpub.com
orldklds . .0 v e e e een e
*8ing, Calor 'n Say” is a series
of children's ectivity pucke oun-
taining & coloring book with a ato-
ry and & aing-a-long caasotte.
Each activity pack, such s
“Going ta Grandma's" or “Chrlet-

w PP
can hear a samplo of songs from
cach title, view a page of the color-
ing boak, nnd read a brief descrip-
tion of the actlvity pack. You can
onder online uaing Viaa or Maat-
orCard and have your purchase
shipped to you.

Dental page
Dentista or anyono elsc with In-
ternet acoess can visit the Ameri-
‘can Dental Association’s home
page ot http://www.ada.org on the
WWW. ADA Online (s anchored
by the Dental News Digest, o
real-tlme  pasting of |

able to take him places; and as he
getw alder he will be too heavy to
carry.

““The (amily wrote a letter.
They say it's hard to take him to

range from

The New Qrleans Metropalitan
Convention and Visitors Bureau
has o Website that can be ac-
cesaed at http://www.nawlins.com
ond then upon arrival clicking
upon "What's News.”

The site aims to keep travelers
and potential visitors to New Or-

the store, in the car or for an out-
ing. There is no way for them to
transport Ken. They want him to
feel more as part of the family,”
xaid Sulewski.

®
Senior

eans abreast of what's happening
in and around the Crescent City.
The site will be updated weekly.
The week of Oct. 16, for i

s to

Brilling away:
Jason
Stlewshi, 16, of
Troy. helps fel-
low volunteers
Jalm Fovenesi
nf Rochester
Hills and Jim
Page of Troy
drill holes for
Ken Harbin's
ramp.

For more information an Lead-

ership Oakland, call (810) 952-

6850, To lend assistance lo the

Childrexs family, call (810) 332-
8955.

kide
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Gras, an overview of the new
IMAX Theatre at the Agquarium
of the Americas, and a listing of
Hall h i in New

featured information on the New
Orleans Muscum of Art, the Loui-
sinna State Museum, a review of
the Axiciom Grand Prixdu Mardi

Orleans.
The site also includes a 1995.96
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Cadillac Motor Co. named
David Nottoli  of Rochester
Hills to head the Catera Brand
Team, Composed of GM em-
ployeca baced in and outside
Cadillac operations in Warren,
the team will launch Cadillac's
new luxury sedan, the 1997 Ca-

tora.

Cadlilac formed the team
cariler thia year to handle mar-
ketin| ing, sales, scre

nows in denlstry. Sinco July a
high volume of information has
been placed on this Webaite, such

os: Today's News, Dentla Assoct

ation News, Gonoral Dental
News, Legislative and lutory

B |
vices and profitability atrato-
gics for Catera. Asslsting Ca-
dillac's  team I3  the
automaker's advertising sgen-
D'Arcy Masiua Benton &

Nown, Journsl of tho American
Dental Ansoclation Proview, ADA
News Proview, and Information
Technology News.

Uscts are ablo ta read, print or

neve all information to a file. A -

feadback foaturc enahling users to
2end messageo to the ADA Online
wlitor. .

‘In Now Orleans

_Bowles, Bloomfleld Hiils.

Eight srea Cadillac denlers
wate assigned to Catera Brand
Toam's advisory board. Notto-
1§, who jolnod the automaker in
1979, said, “It's fitting that wa
use a different structure that is
forusad on our markel, our
customer aud our groduct to
1sunch an all-new brand at Ca-
dillac.” N

Cadillac names Catera team leader

At the hetm:
David Natto-
i heads the
Catera
Brand Team
that will help
launch the
autvmaker’s
1997 Catera.
new luxury
sedan.
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