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‘Ace’ loses animal magnetlsm in sequel

“Ace Ventura:
When Noture
Calla” is the
eventual result
of superstantom.
Charmless,
forced, and only
occasionally fun-
ny, it succeeds at
only one thing
making the origi-
nal “Ace” lovk
almost brainy in
cotnparison.

It was only last yrar that Carrey
went from “In Living Color™ ¢n-
semble player to one of the na-
tion's hottest box office draws.
Not nearly as had as the critics
said, "Ace Ventura: Pez Detec-
tive™ was an intentionally dopey
device for Carey’s obvious talents
a: mimickey, bad taste, and crazy
{acial expressions.

Since then, Carrey has tumed
into a primary encrgy source,with
high profile roles in “The Mask.”
“Batman Forevet,” and “Dumb
and Dumber.” His toothy goofhall
with the trademark “Allrighty
then™ has been the most distinet
comic personality since Pre Wee
Herman, and infinitely more pop-
ular.

So where does the new “Acc”
rmovie go s0 wrong? Probably with
Carrey's much publicized ego.
Creative differences with the orig-
inal director led to installment of
Steve Ocdekerk, the film's writer
and alongtime Carrey friend.

The resulting story, such as it
is, finds Ace traveling to Africa to
lecate 8 missing white bat, the
sacred symbol of the Wachati
tribe. If it i not returned by a cer-
tain time and date, the Wachatis
will hold their neighbors respon-
sible and start a major tribal war.

All too predictably, Simon Cal-

‘Copycat’

By DAVID GOODMAN
AP NIWSPEATL RS

“It's a sick world, isn't it?" the
scrial killer asys to bis victim in
“Copyeat”™ And if you see this
movie, you'll probably azree.

This suspense-thriller about
two women who track an ingen-
jous rurderer bas some interest-
ing moments, but ultimately is
done in by ita tired, overused for-
muls

As the mavie makes clearin its
opening scene, serial killers tend
to be intelligent and methodical
os they go about their hideous
busiress all the while keeping up
an icnocent exterior. The idea
that such people can and do walk
among us without suspicion gets
yeur spine tingling right there.

It's surely not Sigourney
Weaver's fzult that “Copycat” is
not as compelling as it should be
and leaves you feeling stale. She
tumns in her uiual top-notch act-
ing job playing Helen Hudson, 3
forensic piy:l:uuut who has spe-
cialized in the pnyr.haloy of serial
killers and who has mads quite a
bundle {judging from ber sumptu-
ous Sen Francisco apartment)
fmm book royaltiea and lecture

JOHN
MONAGHAN

lu fitting she has such » grest
apartinent, because now she cen’t
leave it. At one of her lectures, she
was atalked by

psychopath Daryl
(Harry Coonick Jt.), who, in a
truly ervepy ecene, traps Helen in
& bathroom stall, hangs her up
like & piece of meat and almost
kills her.

Although Cullum is caught lng
sefely imprisoned, the pear-deat
experience has et Helen totally
2LUTR] unable even to p
ouuida to pitk up the newnpa,

t door wmwuv.
bszxlpnaic
When several young San Fran-
cisco women are m! how-
ever, her dormant tracking In~
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Dotective: Jim Carrey returns as pet detective Ace Ventura in “Ace Ventura: When
Nature Calls,” now playing at metro Detroit movie theaters.

ow's stuffy Brit is the actual bat-
napper. He will control the lucra.
tive bat dropping industry if the
tribes wipe each other out.

Since Carrey's meg lary sc-
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Aco allows a rac-

counts for most of the reported
£44 million budget, the producers
use him in virtually every frame.
Ocdekerk's direction ia so flat and
uninspired tha: even dichard fans
will averdose on the actor’s mnl-
lion-dolisr “metamorpho-face.”
Granted, there are funny bits in
the wmovie, like the parody from
“Cliffhanger” where the moun-

coon to alip from his grazp.

Leaving the ashram in Tibet
where he has worked through his
grief, Ace can't resist sending a
Slinky dawn an impossibly long
ftight of ataira.

Most of the scenes, however,
are just retreads from the first
“Ace” movie, but with tho gross-
out level amplified. The African

locales ond wide screen should
hold some surprises, but they
don't.

With this latest venture, Cor-
rey's comedy goes from dumb to
dumber.

To leave a message for John
Monaghan, dial 553-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at 591-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain.
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcroft, Livonia
48150.

has some 1nterest1ng moments

Thilller:  Sigourney Weaver (left) portrays criminal ps:
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ist Helen Hud. and

Holly Huntcr is police detective M.J. Monahan, in Warner Bros.” suspense- thriller

“Copycat."”
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stincts start to tingle. So she
teams up with perky, no-nonsenss
MJ.

Director Jon Amiel (“Sommers-
by") works with wonderful ingred-
fents: two likable sctrexses (o the
lead roles, the drumatic vistas of
8an Francisco and a clever idea
from Ann

both ways. The farmulalc movie
teetors on the border of explolta-
tlon with one too many a shot of &
ravaged co-ed in her underwesr,
And thero's ono lln.m-lng image

police
(Holly Hunter) znd her good-
looking young deputy, Ruben
Goetz (Dermot Mulroney), who
enlist ber in the chase.

Instead of one measly murder-
er, the movie gets to drew on the
ghouliah legacy of famous US.
serial killers [ike Ted Bundy and
Jeffrey Dahmer by creating a

charscter who studies, imitates

and pays homage to the “great”

killers ol tho past.
CTIONS

and David Madoen,

As the movie unfolds, we quick-
[y sense that by becoming an ex-
pert on serial killing, Helen has
unwittingly msde herself into a

rfect aud] On:

thot's so di you koow a
movie called “Copycat” Is going
to bring it around a second time,

Putting a couple of amor,
tough women in key roles doean't
fully lnowlau tha movie against
charges of

pe ly

like her — an expert, @ maven —
will appreciste the references, the
Hittle touches of & killer lika this

copycat.
The problem is that, as usual,
Hollywood is trying to have it

American movies and tolevialon
shows scem $o be practically vver-
flowing at the moment with (mag-
es of sadistic Klifers and their vie-
timo. How about giving us a break
for a few weeks?
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s
1600t whes RIBS I 1Ove oK Aierts
tin Sheen,

OPENENG WEDS., NOY. 22

Drama: . Mi-
chael Doug-
las and An-
nette Bening
starin “The
American
President” in
which the
Chief Execu-
tive falls for
an environ- .

‘A TERRIFIC ADVENTURE.

Great {nmll¥ fun wilh nct!un nnd suspense?
“A THRILLING AND Huurr WARMING ADVENTURE!”
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“A RAMBUNCTIOUS COMEDY.!

A spirited cast! Foster keeps the party hopping,”
FPetre Tavens, ROLLING STONE

“Jodie Foster's direction is skillful. She lets her holiday

pafeant unfold with humor, heart, savvy and a sofid sense
place. Ensemble acting of the very highest order,”
MxMMn—L THE NEW YORK POST

“Dive in and discover the fun for yourself!”
Rex Reed, THE NEW YORK OESERVER
"A lastmgly en;oyabie comedy. Filled
with juicy performances,”
Jas Cam, THE BOSTON Gm
“Foster directs the”
film with a sure eye.”
Regt Ebwrt, UNTVERSAL FRESS SYNDICATE

“Hooray for ‘Holidays't"

Gry Fladey, COSMOROLITAN
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