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SxoppING CENTERTD

Neuw resale shop
has designer tags

R ub shoulders with Calvin, Ralph, Donna K,

Glorgio, Glanni and Oscar. The fashion

Santa Claus arrives
with fun for all

YOUgo. . .

By BusAN DEMAGOIO
BTArK WRITER

Ono summer afternoon Northland
Conter's marketing director Linda
Brown sat down with public relations
agent Susan Haddad to dream up a
apectacular holiday promotion for the
mall's 40th winter,

When Santa arrives at Northland

hileld on Saturd

world's most coveted labels aro all gath
under ono roof, looking stunning amid the marblo
and glass at Designer Replay, Troy's clegant new
reaale boutique.

From the best closcts In town,Liz Purther and
Amy Cohen selected cou-
ture fashlons and acceaso-
ties for o resale shop that
reflects the duo’s obvious

in tho lobby of the City
Center Building on Big
Beaver Road, 1a accesslble,
yet discreet. Tho decor ia
decidedly upscalo and the
prescotation rivals the chi-
cent fashion salons. It's a
fantasy come true for those
who long for *Lagerfeld"

on a“Liz" b

“Dealgner Replay (a o place where professional,
\ sophisticated women can shop and save money,
without the negatives normally associated with or-
dinary resale shops,” says Purther. “Every item is
a timelesa treasure.”

Prudent pricing

Prices on the one-of-a-kind, clean and pressed
designer merchandiso range from 310 for a Calvin
Klein bodysuit (with taga still attached) to $2,000
for a gently-worn Chanel original.

Purther comes by her oye for fashion naturally.
Her mather Is Hattlo Whitehead, Detroit’s legend-
ary couture retailer. Purther began working in her
mom's Inter 11 Ized boutlque st age
14. After graduating from Boston Unlversity, zlie
apent a year In Bloomingdale’s training program
{n New York. She has worked at Barney's and Nei-
man Morcus, all the while honing her business
and fashfon merchandising skills.
~'Cohen is an interior deslgner with expertise in
residentinl and commercial design, She fecls the

- houtique is tho perfect avenue to redirect her cre-
ative talents.

It was Whitehead who actually coaxed the
young women into starting thelr own reanle busi-
ness. “Mother cama to us three days before my

-wedding tast summer and tald us her idea for this
buainess,” Purther sald. Hattio convinced them
that professional women would buy a previously-
owned Armani sult, for example, because the retail
prices ars ao unbelievably expensivo today.

“The women immediately set up a network of
consignora from whom to acquire top-of-the-line
fashions, That part was casy, considering thelr
mothera know most of tho area’s best dreased soci-
ety mavens. Merchandlso is glenned from a cross-
section of ages and afzee.

Gift ideas

Purther and Cohen culled through their well-
edlted collection for rome examples of holiday gift
ideas, The following is a taste of what's in-atoro-

flalr for atyle. The locatlon,”

in ov. 18, at
2 pam. he will be greeted by four
skylights situated atop the mall, five
40-foot shooting stars, white-winged
horses In the Land of Pegasus, a

You beiter not pout! Santa Claus is coming to
town this weekend and area malls are decking the
halls with million dollar holiday dlsplays. It’s be-
ginning to lock a lot like Chrlstmas, everywhere

mall telling stories and grecting
young shoppers.

At Oakland Mall the Troy Athens
Marchlng Band welcomes Santa In
his horse-drawn sleigh to center
court, Thursday, Nov. 16, at G:30 p.m.
Clowns and eclves greet shoppers
along the way. On Nov. 18 and 19,
Sesams Street stars Linda and Celina
host sing-alongs, interactive dancing
and eign lenguage fun at 10 am.
noon, 2 and 4 p.m. (From noon to 3
p.m, there will be a Signing Santa for
oll deaf children.)

The Westland Sh

North Star Postal Station fumish
with gold star-shaped tables whero
visltors can compone Letters to San-
ta, and a 16-foot high anow globe ani-
mated by falling anow.

But the most intriguing feature of
the oxhibit, *Journey to the North-

Star,” is a coloring book quest which
tes on

Ing Center
welcomes Santa Claun on Saturday
Nov. 18 at 11 o.m, arriving by horse
and carriage outslde entrance 6, near
J.C. Penncy, Westley Holiday Bear
and the John Glenn High School
Marching Band will Jead Santa to
Center Court. The Children’s Theatre
of Michlgan will duce Santa al-

takes cvery child who partici
o scarch through the center for the
Brightest Star. The story, created by
Brown and Haddad, features the
mall's signature Boy and The Bear on
tho starry moral quest. The charac-
ters como from the famous Marshall
Fredericks sculpture dedicated at the
mall when it opencd in 1955.

“At the end of tho story, we have
The Boy dlscovering that ho is the
brightest star, Likewiso each child
will affix a magic, mirror sticker to
the back page that reveals he or she is
the Brightest Star. Tho mcasage is:
You must helieve in youraclf,and sce
the beauty within youl"

The mall changed hands last year
creatlng the capltal necessary to fu:;’d

3 4 o

ter a specinl performance.

Kids who joln the Santa Holiday
Bear Club by Dec. 8 will be invited to
a special breakfost with Santa and
Holiday Bear.

Summit Place in Waterford fea-
tures the “Brondway Singing Rein-
deer” who will pull Santa in_ his
slcigh to center court, Saturday, Nov.
18, at noon, screnaded by tho Mott
Marching Band and holiday charnc.
ters. A playland for children will be
apen Nov. 18-Dec. 24 with daily activ-
itics for tots like magic shows, pup-
pets, story times and holiday crafts.

The mall also plays host to the an-
nual Hudson's fairy tale exhibit. This
year The Wizard of Oz is told through
21 ani d vi 400,000 visi-

a major
center and pay for the half-million
dotlar holiday display created espo-
cinlly for Northland by The Becker
Co. of Baltimore.

“This all ties in with our advertia-
ing campaign — Northland: Youts
First and Always,” Brown explained.
“We have a new look, a new fec), and
wa'to positloned for the 21st century.”

Twelva Oalks Mall in Novi brings
back ita award-winning Crystal For.
cst cxhibit which debuted last year
near a musical laser-light show. 136
life-aiza animals created by Ann Ar-
bor artist Ira Imbras-Jansen make up
a peaceful kingdom under a thousand
twinkling white lighta,

Santa appears at the mall's Lord &
Taylor Court, Monday, Nov. 20, at 7
p.n. amiving in an omate corriage.
The Novi High School band and stu-
dents from Sheryl's School of Danco
will lead him to his woodland cottage
in tho center court Cryatal Forest.

Childsen can send their gift lists to
Santa vin The North Polestal Service
where letters are whisked off with o
flurry of fight and sound. Hollyberry,
Queen of tho Woeds, and her com-
penlon sprite Nimble will stroll the

tors are cxpected to tour the display
before it closea Dec. 31, The exhibit is
located in the scuthwest corridor next
to Hudson'’s,

The Livonia Mal} prescnts its 13th
Annual city/mall parsde from Six
Mile north down Middlebelt to Seven
Mile, on Saturday, Nov. 18 at 9 a.m.
There will be floats, clowns, onimals,
fire engines, marching bands, and of
course the Man in the Red Flannel
Suit. Free hot chocolate for all, after-
wanl in the mall. The mall's exten-
sive exhibita feoture vignettes of holi-
days gone by,

A Victorian-style horsc drawn
sleigh brings Santa Claus to Laurel
Park Placo on Sunday, Nov. 19 at 1
p.m. at the Six Mile entrance between
Max & Erma's and D. Dennlson’s.
The Living Christman Card carolers
welcome the season with {rench
horns, Mutes and holiday songs.
Treats for children in attendance.
Through Dec. 3, shoppers can win
tickets to seo The Nuteracker with
The Detroit h Orch at

NorthStar Journey: Northland Center welcomes the holiday sea-
son with new interactive exhibits featuring this giant snow :
globe, plus an original tale about The Boy and The Bear for all

visitors to enjoy.

Two malls will offer
shop shuttle service

BY BUSAN DEMAGGI0
HTANF WHITER

The Somerset Caillection in Troy
ond Northland Center in Southfield
plan complimentary lunch-time bus
service for nearby effice workers dur-
ing the holidnys.

“The Northland Express,” spon-
sared by the hficld D

Beaver Corridor due to construction.

Shoppers can catch tho shuttle
from Standard Federal Headquarters,
Kmart Headquarters, Sheffield Offic-
es Complex, Arbor Drug Headquar-
ters and BASF.

The moll plans o holiday VIP
Room in conjunction with the shut.

Development  Authority  will  treat
business folks to a box lunch and bus
ride from designated arces to the
mall, Nov. 27-Dec. 22 from 11 a.m. to

2 p.m.

Additionally, Focus Hope will pro-
vide complimentary gift wrapping for
adonation,

Troy-arca workers may catch a bus
ride to the Somersct Collection, Now.
20-Dec. 22 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 'l'bx;

ol

the Fox Theater, Sy cntering a draw-
Soc SANTA, NEXT PAGE

Traffic lmp A

Oakland County will use o federal
grant to fund the shuttle in the hopes
of releving congestion along the Big

tle, where pack can be left for gift
wrapping, to be delivered lates to the
focation of the buay shopper's cholce
— within a five mile radius of the
mall.

Gloria Jeans will be pouring com-
plimentary cupa of gourmet coffea for
shuttle riders.

“Many arca shoppers truly miss
the downtown ntmosphere of De-
troit's former department stores,”
said Sally Victor, Somerset's market-
ing director, “This year's project will
create the atmosphere of a little
downtown right In the heart of the
suburbs.”
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