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33411 GRAND RIVER, FARMINGTON, MI 48336

K. OK. wv know election day has come
@ and gone But we think a plate of hash

or a buwl of stew made up of local po-
litical feftuvers might taste pretty good right
about now.

Let losing pols lie

Farmington Hills gained a mayor ~—and
lo=t a city councilman — when Aldo Vagnozzi
was voted the aty's first dirvetly-elected may-
or.

U aed to be that the city council named the
mayor from its ranks. Since Nov. 7, however,
\t's Hills voters who decide the mayoral race.

Tut counictd sa'l theough voting people into
office quite set. It has to decide who'll fill
Vagnoez pot on that seve n-member body.

There's been some speculation on who that
replacemient shauld be. Our advice: Forget the
folks whe just ran tand tost) for the offices of
mayor und councl. Voters have said no to
thuse folks. Council shouldn't go overturning
that verdict.

. council should trot out someone with
A fresh face — and ideas to match — wholl be
electable rext August when that appointee will
have to run va hisher own for the right to finish
the rest of Vagnezzi's council term.

Come on, council. you know that qualified

peuple are out there. It just a matter of find-
inu them
It may be tempuing for council to offer a re-

prieve to an also-ran frum the Nov. 7 shootout,
but let's find ~omeone new for this opening.

One partisan monster tamed
#iats off to the overwhelming majority of
Farmirton Hills voters who dida't tumble to

Hashing it out

Fresh ideas needed on council

M Hats off to tho overwhelming
majority of Farmington Hills voters
who didn't tumble to that big partk
san push

that big partisan push for the losing candidale
in the Hills mayoral race.

Some big-shot Republicans had supported
the runnerup in what is supposed to be a non-
partisan race. Non-partisan means no political
parties, ple

We were concerned that, with the recent en-
hancemtent of the office of mayor in Farming-
ton Hills, big-name party endorsements and
big-buck party contributions would appear to
screw things up on the local political scene.

Well, the partisan monster did indeed raise
its head, rear and breathe fire. The endorse-
ments were there, and the loser appears to
have outspent the winner by a wide margin.
But all to no avail. Let that be a lesson to the
would-be power brokers from places like Lans-
ing and Washington.

e

And n newcomer shall lend them

What is it with these newcomers to Farm-
ington Hills city council races? They not only
win election to office, but they're the top vote-
getters to boot.

1t happened Nav. 7, when Vicki Barnett
gathered 8,440 voters to outpole savvy pols
like Terry Sever and Nancy Bates. It happened
two years ag, when Cheryl Oliverio, another
homemaker-turned-politician, led her field.

Could it be that the newcomers work harder
and walk farther and have more to say to the
voters than the comfortable vets. If that’s the
case, let's have a newcomer in every clection.

taate of bitterness to their senses as

they realize that a lack of resources, for
whatever reasen, will deny them a wholesome
dinner, complete with turkey and all the trim-
mings.

That's where volunteers — and the continu-
nus efforts of the Food Bank of Qukland Coun-
ty — are making a differeace.

Every couple of weeks, the Food Bank
serves hundreds of communities, including

. Birmingham, Bloomficld Hills, Rocheater
Hills, Oxford/Lake Orion, Clarkston, South-
field, Walled Lake and Farmington Hills.
Their site-based method is far better for vol-
unteers to peciall] idering the
phenominal numbers served — more than
70,500 each month.

These may be people out of work, but froquently
they're also theee who are working, but who simply
don't earn enough to provide for their fumilics.
Henee, the food network is needed.

Feeding the system itself arc donations
from commercial suppliers, as well as individ-
uals with food drives and monetary donations.
* What makes this system so popular is that
+ people aren't solicited for donations from mul-
: tiple sourcen. The Food Bank is just that:

. central source for eollection and distributicn.

“So instead of having 100 voices asking for

+ help, you have ene voice and the food gets dis-
: tributed proportiouately according to need.”

‘" gaid Jim Macy, cxecutive director of the Food
Bank of Oakland County.

It also is o lifeline. Volunteers meet with
. those in need, listen to their stories and are
" able to dircet them to resource paints for re-

sclving unmanagesble problems.

F or some, Thanksgiving brings only the

Food for thought helps needy

“We help keep their lives going.” said Macy,
who is an Oakland County resident.

The concept of food banks is nearly 30 years
old. They began in 1967 in Phoenix and have
spread throughout the country. It may beare-
fleetion of a trend in which people are unwill-
ing to pay taxes to take care of their social
burdens.

Nevertheless, those responsibilitics remain
and volunteerism appears to be a growing way
for the private sector to meet the need.

Currently, Oakland County has a 20,000
square-foot facility that houses ail of the four
food groups. But meat, eggs and milk are in
short supply. People are given certificates to
buy eges and milk.

Macy expocts to collect 312 miikm pounds of food
this year, That's up fram 212 pounds in 1983.

But the work ian't done and your help is
needed. “Each dollar you contribute will pro-
vide eight meals for a needy ncighbor,” reads
onc brochure.

Flyers for the the annual tax-deductible ap-
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They say thanks

e write to offer our thanka for your
W overwhelming support of the Farm-

ington Hills Public Safety Millage
that was on the Nov, 7 ballot.

As has been indicated over the past several
months, we firmly believe that passage of this
millage is most important and will allow both
your police and fire departments to operate
more efficiently and effectively in providing the
quality of public safety services you deserve.

We are looking forward to implementing
the public safety servico improvements with
the funds that will become available July 1
next year. We commit to you that we will do so
with the foremost goal of providing noticeably
improved police and fire protection ervices.

The entire stafl of your police and fire depart-
ments is dedicated to providing the most pmfes-
sional and beat public safety services possible.

Once again, thank you for your valued sup-

rt.
pe Richard Marinucci, fire chief

Willinm Caostick, city manager

You're yellow
ccent issues of the Farmington Observ-
R er contain some of the blatant exam-
plea of yellow journalism that 1 have
ever witnessed. Lot me explain.

The dictionary defines yellow journalism as
the use of unscrupulous methods to attract or
influcnco readers. In the Nov. 2 fssuc, there is
perfect coordination between your Page 1 ato-
ries and your editorial pagoe positions.’

For example, your lead atory, “Sowerby big

i )

peal will go out in the E ic Newspap " is o blistering attack on
with the Dec. 7 edition. And o non-dinner the fund-raiaing of mayoral didate Paul
dance, one that 11y never happ is by, while your opinion pago endorses his
solely to raise money opponent Aldo Vagnozzi.

Cantributions can bo sent to the Food Bank of Continuing in tho proud tradition of

Oakland County, P.O, Box 431386, Pantine 48343.

Volunteers can also work at places ranging
from Lighthouse north in Clarkston to the

lvation Army in Farmi Hills, Temple
Beth El in Bloomficld Township, Walled Lako
Fish, Yed Ezrn in Southfield and Southficld
Human Resources, among others.

Your help may not totally crase the bitter-
ness, but it will go a long way toward eschew-
ing hunger.

We asked this 3 ha 1 bougrt ene
done.’ gift. I'vedone a
Bowntown foditact | Tt oibrouses
ato ng-

Branch of the to get it over . Townshlp | I'm kind of wait:

Farming! ¥

e g z;'; with.! . l’n: .‘:’ the

Lbeay. Mariori, Ind. Laorie Mercisr
Hills

William Rondolph Hearst, the second story on

William Dwyer, police chicf

ry is devoted to presenting the viows of the
millage supporters, including the ad hominem
attacks on the group by the Mayor Joanno
Smith who refers to us as “malcontenta.”

Readers should compare this story to the
flattering picce you ran about two weeks carli-
er (in plenty of time to influence the election)
about the group supporting the tax. This story
included a color picture and not one word from
the apposition. Needless to say, your editorial
page endorsed passage of the Public Sofety
Millage.

These examples conform perfectly to the de-
finition of yellow journalism cited above.
William Randolph Hearst would be proud, but
not us. Shame on you.

Jomes N. Brozovich,

Citl: for Fiscal ibility,
Formington Hills
‘Deoply saddened’

am deeply snddencd as a proud and free
American to sce what happened within
d our city on Tuesday, Nov. 7,

First of a1, 'm saddened that we could
clect such a tax-and-spend liberal (unfortu-
nately endoraed by this newapaper) as Aldo
Vaognozzi, that we could elect ourselves anoth-
er millago incrense (I can't afford anymore
taxes — our paychecks look liko a gigantic do-
posit slip to the government now).

1 think what is oven worse than all of this
is the fact that out of 49,712 registercd voters

=

in this city, only 14,692 actually voted. What a )

sad day for our community.

1 would be very humilinted as an American
if 1 didn't take five minutes that it took me, to
cast a vote that we s freo Americans aro al-
lowed to do. We have an absentee ballot sye-
tem that you can do from your homo and still
35,120 registered voters didn’t vote.

1 hope that next year our community acts
upon one of the most important freedoms that
wo have as Americans and .utlllm this moat

joua right as individ

the front page is n piece about the ing of
Woodland Hills Park. The opening of the park
just 10 days before election day, scems to be
the current liberat city council's way of touting
its nccomplishments to the voters. Then wo
turn to the opinion pagoe, where every candi-
dato you cadorse is  big apending libaral.

In the Nov. 6 iasue on pago 3A, thercisn
story entitled “Hills citizen group opposcs 1.
mill public safety proposal.” Instead of being a
story about the efforts of u small group of tax-

n i

hil) 1.6
o

payers
milinge supporters, over two-thirds of this sto-

Judy Parran, Farmington Hills

Opinions ara to be shiared: Wo walccmo your
Idaas, as do your nefghbors. That's why we of-
fer this spoce on a weckly basls for opinions in
your own words. We will heip by editing for clar-
ity. To assuro suthenticity, wa ask that you
sign your latter and provido a contact talephono
numbear.

Lottors should be malied to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observar, 33411 Grand River, Farming-
ton 48335. Or, they can be faxed to:

810477.9722.

ROSERT BXLAR,

@he Farmington Observer

Tom Dame, Commumty Eomo, 810-477-5450
Emxron, F

810-901:2583

Rowex Hanp?, RETuiL ADVIATIZNG MAKAGER, FARMINGTON Qoseaven, 810-001-2501
MRy Scott, MAKAGER OF CIRCULATION, FARMINGTON Quscrven, 810-901-2848
’ Jows Reooy, VICE-PREDENT, PubURar, FARMinGTOM Oaservn, 810-901-2561
Soml BAVERNTIN, ASSOUIATE PusLsR, 810-001-2595
STIvEn K. Porr, GEMERAL Mansotn, Onseaver & Eccantmic Newseareay, 810-053.2252

BUBUREAN COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

dent from the stories and it

Prse Powtn, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Ricano Aatxis, PALSDENT

Oun Missions “Because we publish community nmuﬁnpen. we think about community journalism
in a fundamentolly different way than our bigger computition, They consider thamselues o be

in to write the unusnal or

they cover,
sensational and then dashing off to cover something else. We regard ourselves as both accurate
Journalinz aad ax coring citivens of the commusnitics where we - X N

— Philip Power |
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