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Writer aims to have successful hunt, too *

The fircarms
deer weason s in
full swing. While
I'm not in the
office this week
{for obvious rea-
- sons), I fully ex-
pect to have a
full slate of suc-
cossful huntor
roports walting
for mo when I re.
tum, If you or
your hunting
partner bagged a
deer this season, give me o call at
(810) 901-2573 or fax the informa-
tlon to mo at (B10) 044-1314,
Please be sure to Include your
phone number so I can eall back
if I have any questions, Success.
ful archiery and fleearms troporta
will appear In {ssues of

tho state revealsd a 40-porcent In-
creaas over last year,

“The marahes on the east side
of Baginaw Bay wero espocially
good on opening day,” sald DNR
waterfowl spociallst Jerry Marts.
“In general, many amall wetlands
In the inland portions of the state
were without water due to our
very dry summer and fall and
ducks wero concentrated in tho
coastal Great Lakes marshes.”

Dennts  Patchak Plym-

lowed by a series of feeding cac-
kies, Patchakos worked a fli; t
into the decoys just minutes
fore Jegal shooting light.

“At legal shooting timo we
waltod to shoot becauss there
were several fiights working over
us,” Patchakos explained. “We
worked another five birds Into the
stool and decided It was tlme to
make our presence known.”

_ The retrievers wero qulctkrlly

to

h

f

outh, had a phenomenal opener in
tho eestern Upper Poninsula.
Patchakos’ party of thres had a
limit by 10 a.m. on opening mom-
Ing, then limlted out egein on day
two.

“At 4:30 a.m. we wero on the
water making tho long trek down
thc Ilvar to ‘hn blg bay,”

the Obsetver & Eccentric Newa-
papers.

Waterfowl success

Speaking of success, the word is
tho waterfow] season got off to a
bang of a start (pun intended).

Opening_day bag checks by
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources Wildlife Division staff
at somo 32 di{Terent sites eround

‘Calling all cars, be on lookout’

Michigan drivers should be on
the Jookout for deer while travel-
i{ng in the state, particularly be-
;;een now and the end of Novem-

r.

Last year, a record 66,666 car/
deer accidents — resulting in five
human fatalitles and 2,040 Inju-
ries — occurred [n Michigan, an
Increase of 19 percent over the
467,813 accidents reported in
1993, With the stato’s whitetall
deer population epproaching 2
million animals thla year that
number could continue to rise in

Whitetall breoding activity
peaks during the month of No.
vember, which meana both bucks
and does are very active and on
the move, eapecially around dusk
and dawn. Feedlog activity also
Increases in the fall as whitetails
load up on food in proparation for

“Even in
thn dark, the mq!utlc beauty of
the big water bay that is being
swallowed by marsh grass {s a
night to ace."

At age 32, with 18 yeara of duck
hunting emcrlenu under his belt,
Patchakos admits he still gets a
thrill out of the hunt.

“The samo feeling overwhelms
me each time & group of du
comes Into the decoya,” he said.

With a slight greeting call, fol-

the npproaching winter montha,

Surprisingly, car/deer accldenta
were reported in every county last
year and mudo up 14-percent of
the total car nccidents In the
state. Kent County recorded the
most car/decr accidonts at 1,805,
followsd by Jacksan County with
1,695, Caihoun County with
1,653, Knlamazoo County with
1336 and Oakland County with
1,297, There were 302 reported
carfdeer nccidonts in Wayne
County. Surprisingly, the fewest
number of accidenta waa secorded
in the Uppor Peninsula’s
Keweenaw County.

You can reduce the risk of being
involved In a car/deer accidents
by followlng n few salety tips pro-
g]d:};i by the AAA Michigan Auto

ul

8 Be on the lookout for deer when
traveling in rural arcas, Look well

bllnd with three drake mallard,
one pintall and ono green-winged
teal. By 10 om. the trio had
bagged two blacks, five mallards,
three teal and one pintail.

The following mornlng the trio
shot a limit of divers Including
bluebllls, redheads, canvasbacks,
bumehendn and ringnecks.

“For the past several weeks we
have fnllnwcd tho opener all the
woy dewn to the

action In the BASSMASTER
Tournament Trail. The Lake
Orion resident recently

denta randomly seloctad to partic.
ipate in the Dec. 12‘10 elk hunt,

in the BABSMASTER Arkansas
Centsal Invitational on tho Ar-
kansas River In Pino Bluff.

Economou found the fishing to
boe tough and maneged to land
Just threo keopers ovor the three.
day tournament. He {inished with
a total welght of 8-pounds, 3-
ounces and ended up in 196th
pllw in tho 313-man field.

The next wtop on the
BASSMASTER Tournament
Trall Is the BASSMASTER
Georgla Eastern Invitational,
Nov, 30 to Dec. 2 on Lake Lanier
near Atlanta,

Lucky elk hunters
Fourteen area hunters were
emong the 165 Michigan resl.

Ths 165
were drown by computer from
37,104 applicants.

Timothy Dorr (Racbester
Hills}, Earington Gambrell
(Troy), William Gentner (Livo-
nis), Anita Gray (Aubum HHlls),
Paile Hansen {(Livonls), Law-
rence Konyha (Livonia) and Mark
Wadkins (Livonia) were among
the 65 indlviduals who recelved a
hunters choice permlt, which en-
titles the holder to ahoot either an
nmlerad or entlerlesa elk,

chart (Westland),

and Edwerd Sultin (Rochestq {)
cach recelved an antlerless only-
license, -

1 urge oll these lucky elk hultL- |
ers to call after their hunt and @1 .
me in on the detaile. In my book,
receiving an elk permit Is second
only to bitting the lottery. I'm:
surp other hunters feel the samay
and are intereated in hearing haw..
the hunt went for those among.! u'
who wero fortunate cnough !
received a permit.

Hunters ond anglers ore urged to

rrport their stccess. Questions
{s are also encour-

Joseph Kovatch (Farmington
Hilla), Juanita Perez (Garden
City), Matthew Pawlowskl (Red-
ford), Kenneth Rutz (Commerce),
Dunne Shewmuker (Westland)

agtd. Send information to Out-
doors, 805 E. Maple. Birmingham,
MI 48009, Fax information to
(810) 644-1314 or call Bill Parker
cvenings at (810) 901-2573..

Michigan marshes and have expe-
rienced somo terrific hunts,”
Patchakos pald. “There is nothln:
like the camaraderde, watching
the dogs, tho conversation and
1aughter, the majestic outdoors
and of caurse, the fast action of
duck hunting.”
Economou on the water
Chuck Economou was back in

down the road and off to both
sidex,
W Usoe extra cautlon when travel-
ing during the hours bcfnm dawn
and after dusk.
8 1f you sco 6 deer, slow down and
watch for other deer following the
first one.
B Watch for shining eyes while
traveling at night. If you see any,
flash your headlights on and off
wcll in advance of the deer.

B If a decr does dart into your
path, don’t take unsafe ovasive
action such as swerving. It's usu-
ally safer to hit a deer then to loso
control of your car and hit o tree
or another vehicle.

1f you do hit a decr, report the
eccident to tha Jocal or county po-
lice department and to your in-
surance company. If you choose to
keep the deer you will need a per-
mit from the pallce or the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

OUR PrROMISE TO GREATER DETROIT.

sacurlthes flem dedicated to 8 naw level of Intense
parional service. tn every EVEREN offico In Michigan,
we'll bend over backwards to halp meet your needs

Kemper Sacurities is now EVEREN Securltles, We've and reach your goals, Because
taken ninety years of srd he wé do for you, the batter we'll do.

.
crestad an Independent, employse-ownad lrvestment Call 800-2-EVEREN for more information today.

W 2YSE and othar principel exchanges. Member SIPC, ©19595, EVEREN Sacurities, tac.

"SECURITIBS
A vested Interest In your suctess,
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