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| Spesking her place: Jaclyn Lossia of North Farmington talha about how teenagers are
often thought of as ill-behaved.
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Black or White Hantles.

&m}y forged, full tang construcied of high carbon stalnlecs steol. Smocth contoured protossional grip In
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handle. Al2o avallable — GRAND PRIX {not pictured).
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Eccentric |

Diversity

from page 1A

Any notlons student panclists
would tread softly wers quickly
dlspelled. Intesracial dating was
one of the first toples brought up.

“Jt's Intereating how complicat-
od race ," zald Harrison
High studont Will Myers, who ia
white, “If I date an Asian Ameri-
can, | don't think many peoplo
would notice as much, A shade of
color can maks such a difference.”

Added Harrison High student
Josh Burt: “When you seo a black
and white couplo walking in the
mall, you can see the eyes rolliog,
the smirks . . . You don’t need
that,

“Even if it's not your preference
to date somocone outslds your
race, you should bo open-mind-

Since the 0J, Simpeon trial,
Burt ald black males who dato
white females arc often sterco-
typed by whitcs as battorers. An-
other panelist later eautioned
Burt sbout his perception.

“You can Iayer generallzations
on top of generalizations,” Myers
waid. :

Studenta reflected how cultural
and race differences affects thewm
in school.

Mony -otudenta don’t know
much about other cultures, Lo3-
sia sald. She suggested they he

B'Students have alot
{0 say about diversi.
Jaclyn Lossia
North Farmington High

8!

wers brought hern “out of force,”
sald Mercy High'a Parinl Doshi.
Moat agreed, though, race
shouldn’t be used as an excuse to
obseure wrongdoing. K
“Sometimes, 1 agres it's used as
I cove[," Burt said, “but you have

student

uu‘;ht more than just E

to d the othor point of
view, A
“When every dsy you are stared
at, you are followed when you go
{nto a stors . . . That's the first .
thing that comes into your mind."

d luded thelr pres-

contered history.

But Myers wondered about the
feasibility for schools to ed:
all cultures, especiaily since 68
difforent langusges are spoken in
Farmington Public Schools.

“1 don't think it's fair we put
the whole burden on the school
pystem,” hé sald. * . .. Wo all
have to take responaibility.”

Most panelista agreed forcing
students to tako clagscs in diver-
ity would not work cither.

Mercy High's Christla Donel-
son questioned why diversity
celobrations -~ in schools and
elsewhere — are mostly divided
slong race. “Why should every-
thing be in black and whito?"
Donelson sald.

African-Americans are entitlyd
to such distinctlons because thoy

entations with statements, Eino-
tions v ,

Farmington High's™ Patricia
Jean-Louls expressed her frustea-
tion the division between racea
and cultures continues.

“I'm angry. I'm very angry, not
as a black woman but 8a a human
belng,” Jean-Louts said.

Donelson put a cartocn on en
averhend projector. In the syndi-
cated strip “Shoe,” the fesathered
creaturs asks his wisc-owl parent
what to circlo under race end na-
tional origin an a school form.

The older one tells him his
background §ncludes many colors:
Yellow, brown, black and red . . .
What does that make him?, th
younger one sska.

“That tmakes you an Ameri-
can,” tho wise one says.

Shifting
focus: Dr.
Samir Had-
dad asks stu-
dents on the
panel how
they can
shift focus -
from differ-
ences to sim-
ilarities.
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« Arm Chairs * Side Chairs

* Mahogany, Fruitwood,
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* Patted Wood Finishes

« Gilded Metal Fintshes

* Upholstered Chairs
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