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At Home

BOOK BREAK

'Ann Arbor mystery is fun, entertaining

BY VICTORIA DI1AZ
Brrcu Warven
“Curly Smoke,” by Suvsan Holtzer
(213 pp., $20.95, St. Martin's Press).
Outaide, a storm regea. Through the
fickle hand of fate, a rather maotley cul-
ctera find th 1
thrown together in a sanctuary of sorta.
Eventually, this littlo group makes a
terrible discvwry: a murderer lurks

among them.

Sound familier? It'a the gist of in-
pumersble murder mysteries, of course
— and alsa the gist of “Curly Smoke."

You'll find the characters of “Curly
Smoke™ familiar, too. Beautiful heiress.
Appealing child. Wlmpy bulband. Bos-
sy, earth-moth . d: ex-

wlth mappy lporuw )
Sound trite, h yed, ived,

Almost as soon na she moves In, an
ddcriy woman dies Inkide one of the
One moming shortly afer-

tired, and tiresome?

!loltxer'- mystery novel ia fun, enter-
toining. colorful, and completely ab-
sorbing. A true mystery fan could do
worse on a howling winter's night than

type,
jock, Tweedy p v ng !

cup of hot chocolato and this

geon. A few ntudcnh living in semi.
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CUSTOM CABINETS

*COMPLETE KITCHEN & BATHROOM
REMODELING

Kltchens. Ba!bs
& More!

We're Specialists!

M MADE COUNTER TOPS

Computerized Kitchen Design
FREE ESTIMATES

Quality Workmanshlp 4

You Can Tmst L5

¢ 755-7755

2403 E. 8 Mile Warren

* Straight Stitch q
S eZigag

V/as $499

et 14 MiZo In Washington Plaza, 1 Mile

33148 Dequindse, Storling Helghts, MI 48310

» Classic Buttonhale
o :
« Clazsic Blind Hem
e cina
3 StepzZigeg 404! SERGER
» Ecging Scitch e | TS weit designad secies olfers
tlo Triple Seam you a weshth of construction
’?"7;.& s vomairg
*Tw o throad ser rolied
» Emzeoidery  Traction Power Drive without c,f.’,.":,‘,‘ m':'"fm
» Darming * One Hand Tiveacing of netde
* Saaponfect & Color Coded Stitches
* Open Arm * Heegdle Potnt Light
» Hoavy Outy ® instr. Kit Included
* Adjustatie Fecd * 25 Year Warranty
® Universat Tansion ® All Mctal Assembly
* Sew Al Fabrics including deiva gears
* Lever Touch Reverse * Pivot Pin
» Sews Leather * Many Options
« Sowp Canvas 5
HiGH TECH SEWING 399 r-»

(610) 288-8880
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bndng firesido read.

Holtzer's “sanctuary” {s 2 small resi-
dential enclave called Mackinac Court,
located in the heart of downtown Ann
Arbor, Just off Division Street, the odd-
1y situated complex is mada up of two
Victorian mansions, three “elderly
MceKinleys” (bullt post-World War I),
two coxy cottages, and a storage shed.
Dreadful sccreta furk within the nooks
and niches of Mnckinac Court. And,
you can be sure, murder moat foul waits
within ita shadown.

As the story opens, independent com-
puter consultant (and Art Deco mavon)
Anncke Haagen has just moved Into
one of the two cottages. Her own trea-
suro-filled home 1les benieath a shroud

ol’ jco in thl. “pala December,” recently -

A [

yed by fire. is a night-
maro-ravaged wreck hemself, having only
narrowly escaped her own destruction
in the lamea, She doean’t know {t yet,
but her troubles witl quickly multiply.

wards, Anncke discovers a very dead
body a few steps from her front door. A
brilliant architectural student — one of
her nelghbors — has been atrangled.
With a length of dental flosa.

Anneke, in addition to belng a com-
puter whiz and an Art Deco-phils, is
(now wouldn't yoa know [17) something
of an amateur detective. Soon, sho and
boyfriend Karl Genesko {former Pitte-
burgh Steelers linobacker, but now,
conveniently, with the Ann Arbor po-
lice) set out, in the wintry landscape, to
track down the killer,

At the heart of ell the trouble in
“Curly Smoke"” llea the deadly sin of
greed. Something Is going on about a
new development called the Diviaion
Project, In which Mackinae Court
would be leveled to mako way for some-
thing more Jucrative, This, it tumns out,
is a matter of life and death importance
to somebody at ground zero. (This
sounds familiar, too?)

So, if the plot and the characters ro-
peatedly cvoke feelinga of deja vu, what
keepn these pages turning at a fast-for-
ward rato?
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Get rld of mose ugly gates. open the doors, put away the vacuum
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