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Thanksgiving and tragh
oft ye! Hear ye! Refuse and recycling will
ot be collected in Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 23.
Thuraday’s collection will be picked up Friday,
and Friday's will be removed on Satunday.

Now halr this!
ave & good hair day and help the needy at
the same time by participating in the
Crowley’s Hair Saton/Focus:HOPE. food
drive.
Crowley's Hair Salon is eccepting donations of
canned (ood at its shop on the second floor of
Cruwley's at 12 Mile and Farmington roads in

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Farmington Fills through Dec. 11. Thoso who
Jdonate will receive 16 pereent off all halr-care

maintenance supervisor at l‘JCHQ Hls duties in-
clude maintenance and grounds work at BCHC ae
wetl as at the n.uxhy Botsford Commons ‘mlm;

producta.

Dunated food will be deli dto F :HOPE,
a metro Detroit civil and human rights organlza-
tion that offers a supplemental food program and
training for disadvantaged youths.

More more information, call Crowley's Hair
Salon at 553-0790.
Let's hear it for Dan

) Yar's “ADDL )

an Sch is s “App!
Applause!” winner at Botalord Continuing
Health Center, a 179-bed nursing facility in
Furmington Hills.
Schoening, a Redford T hi

ident,is 8

ment y ap
ent homes and all-purpose community center,

Every month, BCHC honora an employee with
the “Applause! Applause!” award.

City union doings

on Gould, crew chief of the city of Farming-

ton’s Public Service Department, was re-

elected president of the local of AFSCME
(American Federation of State, County and Mu-
nicipal Employees), the union that represents
many Farmington and Farmington Hills employ-

ees, In a recent election.

Rebert Buschma of the Farmington Hills Asacs.
sora Office, was elected vice-prosident of tho tocal.
Charles Eudy of the Farmington Water Departs
ment was re-clected socretary/treasuror. Pat Carli-
slo was clected recording secretary, and Robeort
Hope, Robart Boyd and Diane Scolt were voted to
the axecutive board

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington 48335; faxed to 477-9722; or drvpped
off at the newspaper office. For the computer -
terate, the Internet E-mail address is:
packy@oeonline.com.
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COLLEGE FOOTBAL

HOMELINE: 953-2020
> Open houses and cew developments in your area.
= Free real estate seminar information,

BY BILL COUTANT
Brarz WhiTIR

Although postpartum depres-
slon is a recognized medical con.
dition, its standing in law s un-
certain.

But the lasue could play a role
in the murder trial of Japancse
national Iteomi Koga for the
death of her 26.lay-old son, To-
mayuki.

“We really don't have any stat-
ute that epeaks to that issue”
sald Farmington Hills Attorney
Raymond Cassar, who speclalizes
in criminal defense and has expe-
tience with innocent by reason of
insanity. "My guess is that the

defense will use the insanity
plea.”

Cassar saltd American courta do
not have a statutory basis, or case
law experience, to treat the condi-
tian, which can lead to severo de-
pression and other problems. As a
consideration In n copital offense,
& strung case could be made, he
safd.

“The fact that it [s a recognized
medical condition means it lsn't
somethlng an attorney just
dreamed up,” he said. “It could
be a viable defense even though it
has not been recognited as such.””

Adding to tho credibility of
such a defense is the fact that

Exam from page 1A

Great Britain has long recognized
the naturs of postpartum de?rg-

Depression is viable force in baby’s death

care for depression, which could
e brought up as further ovidence
of ry insanity. A dj

sion. That country’s
Act of 1939 docs not permit the
procecution for murder of an In-
fant by its mother for 12 months
from Its birth,

In “Depression After Child-
birth,” British suthor Katharina
Dalton described three types of
tragedies after child birth.

“(They are) those occurring
shortly after birth while the
mother Is in an acute psychotlc
state; those occurring with the ro-
turn of menstruation; and, third-
ly, the many domestlc feuds.”

Koga had been under a doctor’s

to Farmington Hills police, .the
woman had told them the bal
had been crying a great deal duo
to colic.

The chlld was found in a pond
behind the apartment where
Koga, her husband Akihiro and
sister Midori Toganaki had been
staying in Parmington Hills.

“But there 1a & problem with
that defense,” Cassar said, "'Post-
partuin depression lasts from 50
to 60 days. So they've got to show
that she was in that timo frame.”

sbout five years and came to
Farmington Hills three years ago.
Akihiro Koga works as an engi-
neer at the Nissan automotive
reasearch end development facili-
ty here.

The defendant’s older sister,
Midori Takayagi, said she came
to Farmingtan Hills from Japan
Oct. 10 to be with her sister after
the bisth of the baby, Oct. 7.

According to her testimony, the
night before the death was a quict
one for the family. Akihiro Kegn
returned from work at £:30 p.m.
The Kogas ste dinner while Ta-
kayagi took care of the baby.

Later, Takayagi ate and
showered and went to bed around
11 p.m. Nov, 1.

“Were & =

asked Oakland County A

o

tant

B According to testimony, the night bofore the
death was a qulet one for the family. Aklhlro
Koga returned from work at 8:30 p.m. Tho Ko-
gas ate dinner while Takayagl took care of the

haby.

ARer finding her in the living
toom, Akihiro asked his wife
where the baby was. He did not
quite believe her answer, he sald.

“[ left the baby at the marsh,”
he said she told him.

After asking several times, he
said he woke Takayagi, and the
three dressed ond drove the car
nearer to the pond, He end Ta-
kayagi had to help his wife dress
and helped her down the stairs of
tha apartment. ha zaid.

After first hing around the

Prosecutor Paul Walton.
*There was nothing wrong that
day,” Takayagi answered.

Left him at marsh

In his testimony, Akihire Koga
said he had fallen asleep shortly
after 11 p.m. after helping his wife
feed the baby. Ho woke up about
3% hours later to find his wife
and baby, whose crib was in the
bedroom, gane.

pond without success, Akihiro
Koga said he started looking, with
a Nashlight, in the pond. Walton
asked what part of the baby's
body he first saw.

“The soles af his fect," he said,
adding that the baby was upside
down in the water.

The three took the baby back te
their Citation Club Apartment,
located on Meridian in the 13
Mile/Haggerty arca, and tried to

revive it. But the “cold, limp"
child could not be saved.

Akihiro Koga said that his wife
had told him she left the baby at
the pond and nevOr sald she threw
him in it. He had made a throw-
ing motion when, without an in-
terpreter, he described to police
how the baby had gotten into the
pond. But that was a misunder.
standing, he testified.

Footnrints in the mud

Farmington Hills police ufficer
Wayne Beerbower testified that
foot prints in the mud and dirt
around the pond matched those of
shoes worn by the three people,
including o lone set of tracks be-
1onging to the defendant.

Judge Parker said she would
take briefs from the defense and
prosecution a,'nd wmlxld hn;lr final

1

W
at 2 p.m. Sho also kept a gog order

on all of those involved in the
case, for now.

Attorney Tom Cranmer, who
represents Akihiro Koga and Ta.
koyagi, nsked that the judge allaw
them to have their pasaports,
which had been held by the court.
He said Takaysgi had been
scheduled to return to Japan
Thursday (Thanksgiving) and
that aince ahe hed alrcady testi-
fied. she should not be needed
hete.

But Parker honored Walton's
request, for now, that she may be
needed for further testimony and
once out of the country, she could
not be ordered to appear.

There lina been Intereat in the
case In Japan, but not the kind of
intense Jopancso media scrutiny
that other atories Invowving Jopa-
nese nationals have received.

“Jt is not a big story in Jepan
compared to the story in Baton
Rouge (La., where a Japaneeo ex-
chonge student was killed),” said
Sumiko Miyamoto of TV Asahi in
New York, N.Y. “The circum.
stances seem to bo unfortunate.”

Itsomi Koga, 34, had been un-
der o doctor’s care for depression
beforo the death of her son. The
haby was her first.

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900

» Place classified ads at your convenience.

“ CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT: 591 -0500

» I you have a question t home delivery or if you did not
receive your paper, piease call one of our customer servies. rep-
uring the loflovding hours:
« Monday and Thursday: 8 2.m — 6 p.m.
o Tuesday, Wedncsday and Friday: 830 2.m. — 5:30 p.m

~ FAX LINE: 1-800-967-5904
> You ¢an use 2 MasterCard. or Visa*1o access the followin
information from our classified ads. This s-rvice is av:i!abfé by
noon Wednesday and Saturday:

» Item No. 9402: Looking for a place to rent or someone
10 share an spartment with? Get a listing of our renta]
classifieds. : $5.95.

 (tem No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques
crafs, ummage sales. Cost: $5.95

« Htem No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers,
airplanes, etc. Cost: $5.95

o ftem No, 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all
makes of autornobiles. Cost: $39.95

O&E ON-LINE
BIRAINGHAM AND SUESOUNDING AREAS: 9014711
LIVONIA AND SUEBOUNDING AREAS: $91.0902
» You can access On-Line with just about any communications
software—FC or Macintosh, On-Linc users can:
 Send and receive untimited email.
o Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Copher,
VAVW and more

3
» Kead elecuonic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric
23

NEwsp: . .
» Chat with users 3cross Lowh of across the country.
To begin your On-Line exploration, call 591-0903 or 901-4711
with your madem,
At the fogin prompt, fype: new
At the key prompt, type: 7082

. ON-LINE HOTLINE: 953-2266
» if you need help ot have questions, call the On-Line Hotline at
the nurnber zbove.
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Roads in Livonia

" Shop 7 & Farmington
This Holidoy Season for the Best Values in Town!
Enter toWina
Family 4-Pack of Tickets )

to see

“A Christmas Carol”
starring
John Astin '
at the
Fox Theatre
December 5 - 10, 1985
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Cornar of 7 Mile & Farmington

Enter at any of Seven & Farmington's fine slores
ineluding Winkelman's, Bo-Rics, Funtasy Nails & Tunning,
McDevitt's Hallmark, Rite-Aid, and Major Magics

Contest runs from November 20 through December 3.
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AD BREATH
GOOB-BYRE

End the embarrasament.
Bad breath I8 curable!

CALL:
The Fresh Braatl
Cantre of Michigan
__313-453-6320

MEN'S

toas ury labor nd delvary nurss
can attest to the fact that more
dables are born In tha fal than it the

spring. Wity |9 this e07 Acconding to tha
ational inatituta of Child mn:n-h ard

autumy_falling scmewhare Potwaen
theos ozrerion Studien Indicate that
he_reason behind thase fluctuations

PRODUCTIVITY.
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