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The rat slayer

‘Seeking to safely snuff vermin

BY J1LL HOCKMAN
HIAPZ WaITER

When Famnington Hills rosi-
dent Jim Chuhran gavo away hia
company's organle rat-killing pel.
lotu to residants of two Motro De.
trolt ixhborhoods who

¥ ‘We'vo got a regulatory responsibility to en-
forco Michigan's posticide statutes.’

0
‘tf’i

. Tim Flint
state Agriculture Department

waore battling rat Infeatation prob-
1ems, ho cxpected to recelve words
of thanks.

And he did.

But despite thoso glowlng testi-
monials from Dearborn Helghts
and Warren reaidenta, Chuhran
aleo recelved word last month
from the Michigan Agriculture
Department thnt officials thero
have bunned dlstribution of the
rat-slaying pr‘c;’duct until it's np-

ture haa plans to prosecule
Chuhran for giving away the pel-
leots to tho Dearbom Helights end
Warren resldents i August and
September. . .
“They're not coming after us,”
said Chuhran, who said his com-
pany has applled for EPA approv-
al, and expocta to receive it within
a few months. “They're only fol-

. proved by the E lowing the book rules, . Wo

: e o festa b rho

P'ﬂ{s‘“““ Agency. want to do evorything right. Wa llge:;ht:l ::dv @alr::::. ‘i"; 5::: ov::
owerooxpectingnpatonthe  didn't want to do anything and just gave the product to

back, not a alap on the hand,”
#ald Chuhran, presldent of Farm-
ington Hills-baved Delmar Prod-
ucts Inc. Chuhran claims the
company’s rodoenticide — made
up of molasses and ground plants
— Is_nontozic to humans and
pets. Mice and mata that oat the
product become dehydrated, crawl
back into thelr holes ‘and die,
Chuhran said.

But. Tim Flint, regional super-
visor for the pesticide and plant

wrong.”

Chuhran sald major companies
are alrcady bidding on the rights
to distribute the pellets, and peo-
plo who want to buy the product
hove coiled him from Moscow,
Saudi Arabla, Australia, London,
Wales and Jepan. .

Tha story of Delmor's sat-kill-
ing pellets hegan about four years
ago when Chluhn'm'n dog died of

pest management division of the
state Agriculture Department,
sald it's liegal to sell or give away
denticide unless it's regi d
with the EPA. It can take years
for tho EPA to sign off on a prod-
uct, Flint said. The Jaw is ect up
to protect congumers, he said.
“Wo'vo got a regulatory respen-
sibillty to enforce Michigan's pes-
ticido atatutes,” Flint sald. Dis.
tributing an unregistered pesti-
clds could result in fines of up to

Y P after eatinga
mouse that had ingestod a lethal -
done of poison. “I waa disgusted
with all the toxic products on the
market,” sald Chubran, a retired
commercial builder who moved to
Farmlngton from Redford about a
year and a half ego. Chuhran said
he thought up the idea of a non-
toxle mouse and rat poleon, and
scientista ot Delmar have been .
researching It ever since. ,
Chuhran said tho digeative sys-
tems of rats and mice ellow them

To prove that polnt, Chuhran has
gohbled the mt-nlaying pellots on
a local tolevision nowscast, The
product’s ingredients have boen
dubbed safe for consumption by
tho Food and Drug Administza-
tion, but the FDA has not ap-
proved ths pellots themseives,
Chubran aaid.

When Chuhran heard about rat

them," Chuhran sald. *You have
to take care of your own back-
yord."

Residents of both neighbar-
hoods clalm Chublran’s product
has helped to virtually eliminate
the rat population.

“I have not seen o rat,” said
Marlene Moza, a South Warren
h who led the i
against the rodents in her nelgh-
borhood by distributing the pel-
lcts to neighbors, She hasn't had
to use the pellets in about threo
months, she sald, but she'll usa
them agaln if she has to. “I'm not
going to llvo with rata,” sho said.
“If T have to go to jail for helping
somcebody, I do that.”

Earl Berry, of the Golfview
Manor neighborhood In Dearborn
Helghts, whera it's illegal to uso
rat poison, was also enthuniastic

sbout the product’s success. He

mx/srmnmr.mnmn )
Look out, rats: Jim Chuhran, displaying his rat-hilling pellets, says, *We were :
expecting a pat on the back, not a slap on the hand.”

$5,000 per offenss, according to
Flint. He would not say whether
the stato Department of Agricul-

to be fatally dehydrated by the only hadtoput out the pellets ono
pellets, Other animals “aren’t “time, he sald. “We've been really
hermed by the product, he said. _pleased with it,” Berry said.
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