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POINTS OF VIEW

Challenges beckon Kmart along fiscal road.

ho rond beckons, newly wide and
smoath slong Blg Beaver,
And modernization i going
on, both hig and amall.

Construction of tho cxciting new
Somerset North shopplng matl makes
visible weekly progress to the west,
And to tho cast, a spanking new state.
ofithe-art Amoco station has opened ot
thir corner of Big Beaver and Crooks.

It in a feat for a city, Troy, and a ro-
gion, Oakland County, to be proud of.

And last week's aerles of celubrations
of the once four, now six-lane road that
runs nenarly two miles from Civic Cen-
ter to Cunningham Drive confirms that
pride.

Not content with the usual road rib-
" bon cuttlng ceremony, the Troy Cham-

ber of Commerco decided to have some
fun.

An oll grown-up Jerry Mathers, star
of the "50s sitcom *Leave it to Beaver”,
was brought to town. He appeared at o

Business

ometimen when a reporter has a
dispute with the cditor, the re-
0 parter will “pull” his byline off a

sthry.

§hack journalists at The Detroit
News did thot a few years ago. I knew o
seporter who fashioned herself a politi-
cal expert who wouldn't put her byline
on an education story.

But now we have somcthing new —
firms that specialize in tracking and
even investigating reporters. The Wall
Street Journal (Nov. 10) tells how the
U.S, Department of Energy, the beel
and gun tobbies, Microsoft, Philip
Morris and McDonald's pay firms
which analyze huw “favorable” a re-
porter’s past work might be to theirin-
terests.

None of this *fairness” stuff for

them.

My fishin’ buddy, Dennis Pajot, was
the target of a particularly venal at-
tack. Old timers remember Pajot as ed-
itor of the South Lyon Herald in the
mjd-60s, I hired him as Redford Ob-
sgrver editor in the late ‘60s. Later he
went on to report for the Oakland Press

serlen of public ovents, including a
sold-out gala at Neiman Marcus Satur-
day night.

But just as ‘Leave It to Boaver” gave
us a fanciful picture of family life, all
the houpla couldn't quite hide another
story going on along Big Beaver,

It’s o road that also is home to tho
international headquarters of Kmart
Corporation.

In fact, whon Kmart located ot Big
Beaver and Coolidge in 1072, it was
certainly ahead of its timo -- just on it
was in its morchandising.

Much of the land along Blg Beaver
was vacant, former farmland. The

Kmart was the first national mass
mvrfhnndluc£ of quality, brand name

glowing copper-colored facade that won
prizes for architecturs and a stato-of
the-ort interjor that held art treasurces
was a definite attraction.

Indeed, the bullding reflected tho
creativity and innovation of the compa-
ny that created a new format for Amer-

ican shopping.

lobbies could snuff

and do p.r. for the Oakland County
Road Commisaion, Says the Journal
story:

*Four ycars ogo, for fnstance, Dennis
Pajot, a reporter for the Qscoda Press,
a 12,000-circulation weekly 160 miles
north of Detroit, naticed former Police
Chlef Raymond Knuth's car parked at
his home, then at the newspaper. A few
months later, the county attorney sum-
moned hitn to hear two county officials
acknowledge that they used public
funds to hire Mr. Knuth, who had be-
come a private detective, “They showed
me a dossicr. It had my divorces,” Mr.
Pajot soys, The officialy repaid the
money and reaigned.”

Pajot said he felt “violated." Since
the guys who hired the private sleuth
were on the roed commission, those of
us who pay fucl taxes for rond funds
ought to feel violated, too.

The culprits never sued Pajot for 1i-
bel or published o s

prices. it made
the Blue Light Special a houschold
phenomenon,

Landing ita i

1 hoad,

Last year during this pre-hotiday
time, local, national and international
headlines told of hundreds of employ-
eca let go from this very Kmart head-
quarters.

This ycar, its plummeting stock pric-
¢s, o quarterly earnings report worse
than analysta projected and worry over

| the company's “put” bonds aro making

pre-holiday headlines.
The stock apenc’d Monday at 8%,

do many years of relying on the Kmart e
an Orchard Lake Road in Parmingtog
Hills, which now reflects the compa-
ny's hard times and is not where I shop
todny.

This Fortune 500 company once had
the right formula for the times — the
discounting of name brands to the
middle American shopper.

But somewhere along tho lino it algo
dis'cou:.lu:d rising competitionand 17

Loss from i was

$118 million, or 26 cents a share, com-
pared to a net income of $39 million or
8 cents a share for the same quarter
last year. And if the company's credit
rating falls to lcas than Investment
grade, bond holders can demand that
redeem them — a move

ters was a feat for a city, Troy, and o

region, Oakland, to be proud of.
Today, most unfortunately, Kmart

brings to ml!‘d layof¥s, store closings

the
thot could push Kmart into bankrupt-

cy.

Still, warm childhood memories of
shopping at the Kresge's store on
Washi in Royal Oak pervade. So

anda now

straightest nowsmen and p.r. persons
in cither business.

A lot of this dirty work is going on.
The businesses say, shucks, “it gives
us more of a sense of how to approach,”
in the words of ono of the sleazy re-
scarchers. -

Says a publicist for the National
Rifle Association, which hired that
firm, "1 don't know il it would prohibit

him. Apparently it was a haysced at-
tempt to poison small-town pulllic
opinion, Whatever his ex-wives sald, I
alwaya have found him to be one of the

Re‘vised school code is
‘silver’ bullet for pols

them (anti-g P ) from getting
an interview. It might make us more
cautious upfront. There might be more
ground rules."”

Ono wonders what Tom Washington

out right

thinks about that p.r. firm. Waching-
ton makes his living as exccutive dirce-
tor of Michigan United Conservation
Clubs nnd is the elected, part-time
president of NRA. Washi 100, iy
a straight shooter as a news source.
can also tell you that he says the same

| things to me, o defender of the consti-

tutional right to bear arms, as he does
to the Free Press' Hugh McDiarmid.

Whatever “spin” businesses, Energy
Secretary Hazel O'Leary, businesses
and small-potatoes road commission-
cra put on it, the name of the game is
intimidation. Most good 1
aren't intimidated. But others, though
not cowed, say, “Why should I put up
with this crap? I'm going into another
lino of work.™

CBS found itself inti dinan-

Tho road beckons, newly wide and
smooth along Big Beaver,

Let’s hope Kmart can ride it out to |
better days ahead,

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom-
field resident, is former manoging edi-
tor for the Eccentric Newspapers. You
can leave her a voice mail message at
(313) 953-2047, ext, 1997, or send ¢ let-
ter to the editor by fax or mail to this -
necwspaper.

to know

B&W that barred him from talking
about the company. Since CBS had
poid the excc a $12,000 consulting fce
on an earlicr story, B&W charged it
would be “tortious interference” if the
network induced the ex-exec to break
his contract with B&W.

Wisely, the CBS attorneys told Wal-
lace and his crew not to air that inter-
view. ‘The point is that businesses will
impose all sorts of gag rules to keep
you os consumers from finding out how
bad their products are.

Lawyers magazine, a trend has spread
since 1986 to require plaintiffs who
have won settlements from business
and government to agree to “seal” the
court records so that taxpayers and
kholders can’t find out how much

other way in dealing with Brown &
Williamson Co., a tobacco firm. It
seems Mike Wallace on “60 Minutes™
wanted to air an interview with a for-
mer B&W exccutive who had tumed
anti-tobacco.

B&W's lawyers told the CBS’s law-
yers that this chap had a contract with

their shenanigans cost them.

“Pime was when a crumb-bum re-
tailer would threaten to pull his adver-
tising if you put his drunk driving ar-
rest in the paper, Now our leaders in
business and government are playing
disty pool.

tato lowmakers resume work next week,

presumably refreshed by a couple of

brisk weeks in deer caomp and a heatty
Thanksgiving dinner.

The main action will take place in tha Housc,
which is set to consider the rovision of the
school code embodicd in Senato Bill 679,

Make no mistake: This bill Is complex. It
repenls 2,841 sections of the old code, 2dds 16
new ones and modifies 37 others. It's alsoon a
* fapt track, with conservatives pushing for quick
pdssage and school people and teachers’ unions
ur:xlng delay for study.

. ]
Somo of the changea are much-needed simpli-
ficationu of a far too t tic code, Others,
hgwaver, aro ft hing and very
sigl. SB 679, for instance, docs away with tho
quired core jculum and allows districts to
pick any kind of standardized testing they want.

1t alao features “open enrollment,” a provi-
sion that leta kids enroll in schools outside
thelr homa districts and tako with thom the
per-caplta grant of up to $6,653. Conservatives
like the idea becauso it introduces “competitive
forces™ into a monopolistic public school syn-
tem, although thero's no solid evidenco that
such compotition actually improves achool per-
formance.

State Sen. Bob Geako, R-Northville, put the
issuc squarcly at a recent achool forum: “Where
& family lives now should no longer control
whoro & kid goce to school "

< Minnesota, which has had schools of cholce
slnce tho mid-1980, offers the closest compari-
8qn, There, somothing like 4 porcent of kida
choose to attend a non-nelghborhood achool.
Even cholco advocates Jiko Sen, Goske admit
tHat most of the kids who move do so for con-
V4|nlonce, not to attond a better achool.

Eannlm Livonia schoo! dlstrict trusteo Frank
Kpkenakea: How come & *whole new law" o
nosded to satisfy 4 porcent of the population
han 56 percent ar already aatiefled? .

/ ""hero cro other probloms with the cholce no-

i tl?n. . .

+For ono thing, “it puts a bounty on ths hoads
_of kids,” according to Livonia trustes Bue Clu-
“Tow. Soma districts where entollmant is not at

- capaeity will racruit students fromn other dis-

7 treta, while others will try to attmet acadamic

1 bl

or athletic all-stars. Especially ace
cording to Nancy Shaw, president of the Livo-
nia teachers union, are amall echool districts
such as Claronceville and South Redford.

Others are concerned that the bill has been
designed and pushed by peoplo with limited ex-
perience in education. “I'm discouraged that so
many codo changes are in the hands of peoplo
who are not In education,” says Linda Finkel,
president of the Blovmfield Hills school board.”
Her fears are echoed by Ronald Miller, deputy
superintendentin Birmingham: “I have difficul-
ty with politicians’ comi with ch .
without careful consultation with achool peo-
ple.”

The fast track SB 679 is on worries others.
“They're making too many changea too fast,” -
says Grace Preston, who lives in Rochester and
is the state. PTA president.

Rep. Gerry Law, R-Plymouth, agrees: “It's
just a rush, a 100-yard dash, to do this.” And
Law wondets about achool guality. “Moat par-
ents are not luoking for gimmicks, just good lo-
ca! public schools, and Lansing tolls them no-
body thinks that's important.”

1 think Law is absolutely right. Schools of
cholce turns out to be the silver bullet of chulce
far moat politicians who want to be regarded as
doing something — anything — about school
quaiity, Sadly, they are being stempeded by a

inority of true bell whosao ideology in-
spires them to jar “competitive forces* down
the throats of those who are trying to achleve
measured, thoughtful schoo! reform.

And you thought that old saw — “Ready?
Fire! Alm™ — wan just a joko.

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owna this newspager. His Touch-Tone voice

mail number is (313) 953-2047 ext. 1880, o
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Okay, and a bit rational.
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Elegant.

Timeless.

Seductive.

Passionate.
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