Area welcomes
arts council

ho arts and cultural organizations of Farm-

ington and Farmington Hills aro happy to

announce the birth of the Farmington
Community Arts Council.

A fairly weighty group, the Farmington Com-
munity Arts Council boasts 20 parent organiza-
tions representing moro than 1,000 area resident
membera.

They include Embroiderer’s Guild; Farming-
ton insi armi C it
Band; Farmington Crasy Quilters; Farmington
Hills Historical C jasion; Farmi Hills
Special Scrvices; Farmington Musicalo; Longacro
House; North Farmingtan Garden Club; and
Parks and Recreation Commisaion.

Other groups in the council are the Farming-
ten Artista Club; Farmington Area Philharmen-
ic; Farmington Community Chorus; Farmington
Garden Club; Farmington Historieal Society;
Hill and Dsle Garden Club; National Farm and
Garden Club; Oakland Community College;
Ridgewriters and Sweet Adoline Chorus.

Tho group’a goals and objectives are to:

B crato a volunteer arganization to provide a
unificd voice for the Arts and Cultural interesta
of Farmington and Farmington Hills;

a blish policics and proced y to
support the successful operation of the non-profit
volunteer organization;

B develop a system t provide operational funds
for this volunteer organization;

B creato a group of dedicated fundraisers for
long-range goals;

A develop an annual funding program;

B create a collective voice to communicato and
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State budget
reductions
have cut into
T programs for
hearing im-.
paired people with montal
health, emotional or dovel-
opmental problems.

BY DIANE HANSON
ErECIAL WRITER

Earlior this yoar, the last group
homo in the state of Michigan, es-
tablished for hearing impaired chil-
dren and young edulu with mental

or deval
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Budget cuts silence hearing impaired programs

tho responsibility of the atate to
thot of the individual communities.

“The problem is that if tho treat-
ment of choice across the state {s
that childron and adulta shauld bo
trented in their home communitics,
that i fino and dandy for moat hear-
ing people,” according to Susan Ro-
gin, publlc affairs coordinator for
Michigan Youth and Family Dovel-
opment.

“For deaf ndults nnd for denf kids,
the effect of that [s, in many cases,
thero is no appropriate troatment,”
aho said. “Thero are no profeasionals
who have i with d

contact with deaf staff who could be
roll models for thom. They have no
contact with profosaionals who un.
derstand what it means to bo deaf.
And most sign langungy interprotera
don't havo a background in mental
health Intorpreting.”

Haring pointed out that thers
are somo communities in Michigan
that provide excellont services for
the deaf. Tho problom, ho ex-
plainod, is that they are few in
numbor and not available to indi-
viduals in other communities since
tho state defines o community by

hic location.

Adults arc boing placed, in somo
placen, in hearing sottings with

health, i al
problems, cloaed it's doorm..

There wero, formerly, three resi-
dentinl treatment centors located in
Flint for hearing impaired individu-
als with montal health probloms;
ono for adults and two for young
people.

hearin, id, and with hearing
stofl with whom they cannot com-
municate.”

According to Rogin, since tho por-
centago of hearing impaired individ-
uals doaling with meontal or
emational difficultics is such o small
porcontago of the population, it

@ ‘There has bean a gensral shift In public pollcy with
regard to how.childzen aro cared for under the aus-
plces of community mental hoalth,’

James Haring

service coordinator for Michigan Youth and Family

Development, Inc.

All threo are now closed along
with an in-paticnt program for hear-
N ired children at Hawth

made senso to havo designated ar-
cas in tho state to provide such com-
hensive services to that segment

ing {mp ne
Conter in Northville and another
ono for adults ot Northville Regicnal
Psychintric Hospital.

“There has been a genoral shift
in public policy with regard to how
children arc cared far under tha
auspices of community mental
health,” said James Haring, service
coordinator for Michigan Youth
and Family Dovelopment, Inc., a
state ogency based in Farmington
Hills.

The goneral trend, according to
Haring, bas been to shift treatment
for mental health in general from

of the population. Fifty percent of
tho ntaff mcmbers at the now closed
reaidential hames were deaf,

In the process of shifting tho ro-
sponsibility for mental Health care
to the individual communities,
many of the community baged treat.
ment centers are currently unable
to provide such specinlized scrvice.

“There are situations whero deaf
adults are in residentin) communi-
ty-based group homes whero they
are the only deaf person,” Haoring
sald. “They have no contact with
othor deaf clicnts. They have no

“The way ! like to look at thie is
that the first thinga that defino (com-
munity) are a common language,
common set of traditions, common sot
of values,” Haring explained. “One of
tho last thingn that defines “commu-
nity” {s goographic boundrica.

“For tho deaf person, community
is defined by cultural linguistic
poramators, not geogrophic parame-
ters,” ho said.

For most deaf individuala, Ameris
can Sign Language (ASL) ia the
communication of cheico and, nc-
cording to Haring, most deaf peoplo
aro unable to read lips.

A directory of mental health ser-
vices for the deaf was recently com-
piled through a combined effort of
the Mental Health Advisory Council
on Deafnesa (established by the gov-
ernor) and tho State Department of
Mental Health,

According to Haring, while some
of the clinica may provide some ser-
vices, moat aro unable to provido full
services for adults and children, in-
cluding psychological testing and
residentinl care when needed.

‘Whila willing to look at different
ways of doing things, Haring is con-
corned with thoso responsible for
policy-making decisions and would
Jike a full range of mental health
services available and deaigned for
tho hiearing impnired.

“The bottom line is that hearing
peoplo are making decisions nbout
what is best for deaf people with no
knowledgo of what they are talking
about,” he snid, “What wo're really,

roally concerned about is that deaf
kids got placed in situations deo-
gigned by and for llcnring individu-

als. That doos no
treatment.” -

Rogin said: “Becaune it's very
hard for very healthy and educated
deaf persons to be heard in the hear- «
ing world, how is a person who hraa
mental illnesa, who is deal, going to
be heard? Who is going“to speak for
that person?” -

& ‘Tho bottom line Is that
hoaring pecple are mak:

Ing decislons about what
Is best for deaf pooplo | :
with no knowledge of .:
what thoy are talking !
about.’ ' [

constitute good

James Haring
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