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Directs fiim:
Paul Cushi-
eri (center)
directs the -
filming of e
“Right of Re- Lo
fusal” ata .
Farmington . !
Hills loca- :
tion.

Fiim from page 1A

at Livonia's Detroit Race Course
ono day last week. DRC regulars
put money on harses with nomes
Iiko Show Me Yours as crew mem-
bera set up shots and actors strug-
glclg to stoy warm in the biling
cold.

The nctors, same of whom Hive
appeared on atago locally, aro en-
thuslastic about the project.

“It shows the good and the bad,”
snid Charlie Saad, who plays the

protagonlst in the film. “There’s o
Tot of good, somo bad, but that’s
tho way lifeis."

Sand spoke about tho diverse
back 4 Amerl

lah, another actor.

“If he wanta to make 8 movie
with Chuck Norris,* Fadallsh
aaid, indicating a fellow actor, “he

and said the movie [s reallstic in
terms of it portrayal’of them.
“Most moviea showing Araba show
them aa terrorista, That'a really
eruel.”

“This kind of movie has not
been made before,” said Ali Fadal-

doesn't want to bo the Arab guy
Chuck Narris wanta to shoot.”

The actors eaid they wero drawn
to the project in part becauss the
script does not stercotype Arab
Americans and shows a poaitive
eide of Arab-American life.

Longtime friends collaborate
to depict one man’s struggles

BY MATT JACHMAN
HTAFY WRITER

Two longtime friends have
teamed up to bringa fictional ac-
count of one man’s struggles to
the acreen,

Their own struggles, they say,
aro assured of success.

Tho Kid Stays, . . Productions
— Paul Cuschicri and Carl Lang
— has recrulted a cast and crew
and begun filming *Right of Re-
fusal” in Jocations around the De-
troit metropolitan area.

“Right of Refusal” is about a

1 fon Arab Ameti

thelr carly 30s, talked about their
proleet st Detroit Raco Course in
Livonia after wrapping up a shoot
one day last week.

Cuaschieri, a slim, intenso man
with tousled reddish halr who
weara a tie on the sct “out of re-
spect for tho medlum,” works
with abused end neglected chil-
dren at the St. Vincent and Sarah
Fisher Home far Children in
Farmington Hills,

Ho studied philosephy and let-
tors for a year at St. Louis Univer-
sity, l'n preparation fo* entering

h |

trying to deal with two cultures an
ho works to discover himself. But
Cuschieri and Lang said its
themen aro universal.

hieri, the iter and

the p d. But hia Tilm stud-
ies, ho said, have been at “tho
university of United Artiats, the
univeraity of Weat River.”
'(Eu_uhlo{i. of Farmington, s a

director, and Lang, the producer,
are hoping to get the film to the
prestiglous Sundance Film Feuti-
val next year. So far, the produc-
tion Is on echedule.

The two mot in the ninth grade
at Cathollc Central High, Earller
this year, Cuschleri, who wrote
“Right of Refusal” & year ago,
called on Lang, then in New York
City, to handle the businesa alide
of things..

Cuschieri and Lang, both In

d “movio junkie” and
said his influences are “very ec-
loctic” and include Martin
Scorsesa (“Raging Bull,” “Good-
{ellas”), Spike Leo (Do the Right
Thing” *Clockers”) and Whit
Stillman (“Mctropolitan,” “Bar-
celona”).

Other Influcnces, he said, are
his family and overyday experi-
ences

Desplto the bleakness deplcted
1n the movies of Scorseao (“a huge

o "y, tinrl descrlb

himself as en optimist “There is
more good than bad in people, he
aald.

He {s a fan of the Detroit Film
Theatre, but of art movies in gen-
cral, he said, “A lot of them are
like *The Emperor's Now
Clothea’. "

Cuschierl and Lang both
praised the communities and es.

blish at have
cd in gotting them access to loca-
tions that include a patk and o
pool lounge in Farmington Hills
and Livonia's DRC.

“Locations like this give our
movie more legitimacy,” said
Lang, of Livonia, a New York ac-
tor before jolning forces with Cus-
chieri.

Lang hos been ralsing money
for the movie through private
investors, who he sald will profit
according to how well the movic
farcs.

Lang .talks excitedly of the
film's potential for success —
both commercially and on the
1996 film festival circuit. Cunchi-
erd, who has di a couple of
short filma, {s more low-key.

“If wo tell a story and I'm hap-
py with it, )l be happy,” he sald.
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FARMINGTON FOCUS

Light up the season

he city of Farmington Hillx invites the pub-
lic to celobrate the start of the holiday sea- .
aon with Mayor Aldo Vegnozei and Jolly

. 01d 8t. Nick.

" Poople can help throw the pwitch that will light
up City Hall st 11 Mils and Orchard Lake roads at
6 p.m. Tuesdsy, Nov. 28,

"Activities wil) bogin with the Farmington Com.
munity Chorua leading the group In singing holl-
day songs. Vagnozz! then will overzes the hotlday

lighting of City Hall. Children will bo sble to visit

Santa In the city councll chamber, Refreshments

‘will bo served.

More Christmas lights

he Farmington Area Jaycocs will prosent

the group's 10th-annuai Christmas troo

lighting coremony at 6:30 p.to. Saturday,
Dec. 2, at the Farmington Hinstorical Museum,
23808 Grand River, Farmington.

Thers will be caroling by candlelight and hot
chocolate, Special guesta will bo My, and Mrs.
Banta Claus. The publicis Invited to the free
wvent. Call 477-5277 for tnora information.

Used instrumients sale

ttention enyone wishing to buy or sell a

band or orchestra Instrument and other

music jtems: A used instrument sale will
bo held 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Doc, b, in the cafete-
tla of East Middle School, 25000 Middlebelt,
Farmington Hills,

All sales will ba between buyer and sellor. Those
bringing itema to soll will bo atked to donate $2
per item to cover coat of space and advertising. For
more information, call 489-3412.

Colloge reaches out

{{liem Tyndales College in Farmington
Hilla Is sponsoring a Christmas Commu-
nity Qutreach Program.

Clothing and nonperishablo food wili bo collects
od through Dec. 7 to banofit the Detrolt Rescuo
Mission, Geneais House II and Farmington
Nalghbothood House,

Donatlons (swostshirts, gloves, children's gifts
and paper products) mey bo dropped offstthe
achoot, 36700 W. 12 Mile Road, or r.l:kups maybe*
arranged by calling Kateine McGulro at £53.7200.

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington Observar, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington 48935; foxed to 477-9723; or dmppcd

offat 17 office. For the lie
terate, the Internet B-mail oddresa is:
packy@oeonline.com.

They sgid they are also jm- other local film productions to in the movie, Cuschieri said.

pressed with what they called Cus-  their credit, including the feature-
length “Hoffa,” “Presumed Inno- is working on o master's degree in
cent” and “Chameleon Street.”

chieri’s talent and compasslon.

Saad sald, “Paul s real talented.
He's 8 perfoctionist. Heo's not satls-
ficd until he's got a perfect shot.”

Noah Krugel of Southfield, who

film at Wayne Stato University,
said, *I thought this would be a

Filming began Nov. 11 in Greek-  good way to see how movies sre
town, then moved to tho bazement made.”
Cuschieri’s outlook, Saad sald, of & Livonia office building, set up

The days are long for cast and

is evenhanded. “Far every negative o Jook Jike a police station. Other crew members. Some arrived at *
. . . of an ethnic group, Paul shows locationa includa Players Billiards DRC s early as 6 a.m. Shoots of-

a positive.”

Bor & Grill and Heritage Park, ten stretch well into the evening, '

The Kid Stays . . . has enlisted both in Farmington Hills, The De-  but this day was wrapped up be-
a crew of area residents, most with  troit-area sctting will be apparent fore 5 p.m.

international
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fashions oro now at clearance pricos.

les... an

opportunity to add to your

wardrobo now.

While quantitios last.

Fail 19956 Europoan and American designer

Suita, dresses, sportswear and selectod

Jacobsont

HOLIDAY HOURS

338 W. MAPLE RD. + BIRMINGHAM
MONDAY - BATURDAY, 9:30 AM TO 68 FM
GUNDAY, NOON TO B PM.
PHONE: 844-0900 » FAX: 843-8007




