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Celebrating release: The Vidu Hippics

T e
— clockwise from

Wfe. drummer Brad Schrage, guitarist Chris, guitarist
Reed Schucalee, bassist Steve Taylor, and singer Renee
Paquette — celebrate the release of their EP “Who?™
with a performance at 3-D in Royal Oak on Thanksgiv-

e

Vudu Hippies
Ifelease new EP
with ‘substance’

BY CHRISTINA Froco
SEAry Warmem

The recording process over the
past few years bean't been an cavy
one for the Oakland County.
hased aiternative rock band the
Yudu Hippies.

Guitar players came and went
Then when the band firmed up ita
lineup to include bassist Steve
Taylor and guitarist Reed
Schwalee and booked time into
Pearl Sound atudios in Canton,
they kept losing their spot to
some other local artist.

“We kept getting bumped and
pushed around by someone
nained Madonna,” said guitariat/
vocalist Chris, *I guess you could
say that we're in a blood feud with
Madonna.”

The Vudu Hippies — which
wiso Includes singer Henee Pa-
quette and drummer Brad
Scb 1ly ot into the

aong and tuming it into a ballad.

“It was Bill's (Blackwell, man-
2ger) idea. He's such a large fan of
the slow tender side of Renee,”
Chris explsined about the change.

At first the band, who has
opened for John Mellencamp and
Cracker, were a little more than
spprebensive.

“We're Jike, 'Shut up Bill. No
way. Get vut of here.' ™

But they found it worked.

“The tape is the Vudu Hippies'
firt release since 1992 when the
band put out a Christmas single
that sold 1,000 copics within a
month.

Because it’s been 1o long since
they've releazed anything, the
Vudu Hippies, who have a strong
loca) following, decided to release
a tape to test the waters of their
popularity before putting out a
full-length CD. The test was for

ical reasons, nof becsuse of 8

studio acd as a result are releas-
ing the four-song EP “Who?” this
week. Chris calla the release,
which a}so festures songs record-
ed st the Tempermill studio in
Ferndale, the Vudu Hipples'
strongest and most confident so
fas.

“These songs have more texture
and substance and juxt all around
mare feeling than anything on
(1991°s) ‘Happy Medivm,'” he
said

“We're older, wiser Vodus.”

Fhe songe — “Traln,” “Cere”,
“Sympatico™ and “Irens Said™ —
wete chosen fur the EP from o
batch of 20 new songs the group
recorded during the past year. On
“Who?" the Vudu Hippies took o
chance with crowd fxvorits “Sia.
pstico™ by taking the once upbest

{ack of confidence.

“It's just gotten to the point
where there are 50 many fantastic
bands out there. [ don’t know how
many swesome bands I've seen
and there's bren no one there (st
shows),” he xald.

“Time pasoed by and It hed
gotten to » point where we hadn't
released anything in so fong. We
didn’t know if people would be
saying, Vads Whe?' . .. So we
just decided to coliect some sonpy
and sprinkle a little luve on the
children,” Chris added.

“Who?" will be inftially svail-
able at ahume but will be moved
to independent record stores by
the end of the year,

The Vudu Hipples perform
Thursday, Nov. 23, with Stor 80
at 3-D, 1816 N. Main 8t., Hoycl

Chili Peppers postpone concert
The Red Hot ChIll Poppers’ Hirlnga wﬁdmu drimmaer
for rdsy, was out of the question.
Nov. 28, at The Palece of Au- “The band just wouldn't be
M‘HHIAJ becn lhnmv!lhm&hlm."-hnd
eerly Januery. spokesparson asid,
. band's drummer, Chad  Tiw bands who .
Paith, formsrly of Birming. - posed to open for the o
broka his wrist while - Ing act, howwver, huve eched.
uied their owy Dstroit shown.
betwsen the Ped Hot  The Flaaing Lips will play-
Chit Tuoodsy, Nov. 25, #t 8t Ag-
8. drew's Fiall.
YN ey
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Crossed  Wire winger Chris
Moure is the gentleman of the De-
truit music scene. Despite being
an annual Detroit Music Award
winner and the leader of one of
Detroit's most acclaimed banda,
he always thinks of hia funs first,

Relaxing after a short solo
acuustic set at 3-D in Roysl Oak,
Mooere Is approached by a mem-
ber of the sparse crowd who tells
him how uch he lovea Croased
Wire’s latest CD “Arrival Timo.”
The modest Moore graciously ac-
cepts the compliment. As the (an
turns to leave, Moarv asks him to
come back for o minute.

“Hey, I'm sorry 1 didn't play
longer,” Moore tells him sinterely
in an olmost “had I known you
were coming [ would have played
longer™ tone.

The man is obviously flattered
by Moore's attention and promis-
es to go to Moore's show with the
rest of his band Crossed Wire
Saturday, Nov. 25, at the Magic
Bag in Ferndale.

ft’s been three years since
Crossed Wire released ita last
full-length album “Caught in the
Current™ but the incident last
week at 3-D is proof thal fans
have stuck with the band.

So have music industry folks.
Between releases, Crossed Wire
has toured incessantly to bulld up
a regional following that lead to a
record deal with the New Jersey-
based Real Deluze/W.A.R.?
Records. Crossed Wire slso con-
tributed two sangs to the sound-
tenck to “Sleep With Me,” a ilm
starring Meg Tilly and Eric
Stoltz.

The cxpanded ecxpasurs of
Crussed Wire uncarths Moore's
talent which has been lauded by
the likes of CMJ, Altemnative
Press ond Billboard magazines.
On “Artival Time™ Moore contin-
ues his award-winning storytell-
ing talents backed by his band
guitarist Gary Watts, basaist
Cary Morsh and drummer Vie
Burcar. )

Moore said that while recording
this album, the band

—
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Long-awaited Cl

Crossed Wire keeps fans hap
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Crossed Wire — drummer Bud Burcar,
Gury Watts, and singer/guitarist Chris Moore — recently released *Arrival Time," one

of the most anticipated follow-up albums of the ycar.

ed on capturing the spirit of the
songs.

*We just wanted it to have a lot
of color,” he said.

Crossed Wire accamplishes
what it set out to do on “Arrival
Time,” recorded during January-
April 1995 at White Room Stu-
dics in Detroit. The desperate de-
livery on songs like “What It's
Worth” where he sings “nervous
bumpy ride, barely made it in
alive and I'm eoakin’, slidin” in a
ditch underncath this wet wrin-
kled skin, baby I ain't jokin' " cre-
ates a perfect picture in the lis-
tener’s mind.

Hard work ethic pays off for band

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
BTA7T WRITER

Life has been anything but
cumbersome for the rock quartet
Seven Mary Three.

Only six nths ago, Seven
Mary Three wos a hard-wotkiog
college band who refcased their
own CD “Churn.” On & whim, the
band's mansger gave a copy of the
CD to s DJ at WIRR, a commer.
cial radio station in Orlsndo, Pa.,
the same station that first played
“Shine” from Collective Soul's
demo tape,

The station began alring the
hard-rocking, melodle song
“Cumberaome” and it became
such a it that it was added to the
atation's regular rotstion withina
couple of weeks. The unsigned
band found themselves rear-su-
peratars in the Oriando arca.

Mammoth/Atiantic  records
signed the who thon re-
recorded the album and pamed it
“Amerlcon Standerd.”
“Cumbersome” is en MTV and
radio hit which is played on five
stations alone in Detrol

Moore explained that the musi-
cally dark album fa leading some
to mistake it for a lyrically heavy
record. He urges those who feel
that to take n harder look.

“Everybody thinks it's so se-
ricus and heavy. There's a Iot of
comical things that people over-
1ook. It [s personat but it’s not too
dark. It's just reck.”

Crossed Wire is the current in.
carnation of numerous bands
formed by Moore and Burcar, who
met at the Endleas Summer
skateboard park in Eastpoints in
the late-1970s. Unlike the rock/
scoustic sound of Crossed Wire,
Moote’s roots ato set in punk rock

u copy?: Seven Ma
Jason Ross, drummer Gi

having been a member of the stel-
lar punk rock group Negative Ap-
proach. )

Since the formation of Crossed
Wire, Moore, with hia naturally
bright orange hair, bas become
one of Detroit’'s most recognizablo
munic figures, The fame is some-
thing that Moore isn't very com-
fortable with but he does like the
interaction with fans.

“1 just feel really awkward. 1t
cool that people know who you are
but I don't like the presaure. 1 fect
like I havo to live up to some-
thing.” he sald.

Although as n solo performer ho

* has opened for the liken of Sarah

Three fm left, bassist Casey Dm'el. singer/guitarist
Khalsa, and lead guitariat Jason Pollock -~ plays The

Shelter below St. Andrew's Hall on Tucsday, Nov. 28.

tending the College of Wiiliam
anad Mary In Virginta, [sn't all se-
rious stemight-akiead ' rockers.

_ Take theit nage, for example. It's
from th

B lingo o TV show
“CHIPS.” Pollock sdmits that he,
Jike most people in their 20s,
waichad the adventures of Jon
and Ponch a3 a youngater — snd
even in collegs. .

“Casey (Duniel, Lasrist) and
- Jason {Roas, vocallsi/gultarist)
would wale ap and tum {2 on, It
- always
ogaln,

o te on. But then
tharo's nothing else on,”

M8 ‘1 think our honasty and onr tard-work ethic
comes through, When we play live, we really

‘connact with the audie

talk to them after the show, to sign autographs -
. and shake hands.’ .

g
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bassist Cary Marsh, guitarist

sesveahiibe

McLachlan and ‘Tori Amos,
Moore streases that Croased Wire
is his priority, .

*I don't do that many sclo
shows," the shy Detraiter tald.

1 just do them when [ need to
practice or I uso it to try out new
nongs,” Moore odded with a3
lnugh. e

Crossed  Wire " with speciolom
guests Whirling Road and Scollew
Fab performs Saturday, Nov. 250
at Magic Bag Theatre Cafe, 2290802
Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Doolom
open at 8 p.m. for the 18 and olders
show. Coper charge is $5. For more - «
information, call (810) Hl-SNﬂ.E
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nco and take the time to

. Jason Po!lockg

moat likely fil] the sirwaves dur-
Ing the course of “American Stan-
‘dard” That's Juat fine with Pol-
lock. He'a

m’ln the zedio. ..

“ft's oy I dream sbout.

“It's.a great tims. 1t's Yko living
There are i

" tieed, W lot of pbatacles come up

enfoying bering = bit

but they're Inter wiith pood v
t ba!np?::'-ﬁ

shows. It's ail a!
sock’n’rollband”. oL L el
: Snu’g‘ Mary 3 and Starbllly

form Tuesday, Nov. 28, 6t
Shalter. below St. Andrns's' Helli
‘43§ E. Congress, Detruds. Tic
sl %, Bt Ay
“mors J oo
MEBLT or (810) $45-6668. .~ 3




