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praise for effort
Y ington varsity girla basketbell team fast

week, [ thought the effort and splrit 1t
showed deserved further cotnment. *

T'o refrexh your memory, the Falcons won two
games in the distrct tournament to reach the
champlonshlp game, which no one oxpected them
tado,

On top of that, Farmington ncarly won the
champlonship, which they had been given no
chanes of doing when the week started.

But the Falcons {10-13) almost did It, losing by
just a polnt, 24-23, to hoat — and heavily favored
— Bloomfield Hills Lahser (21-3).

If they had done it, 1 would ba the first to say
they dese it because of the way they played
throughout the week.

While ray reporting must be noutral, I was hop-
ing. as tha final gamwe unfolded and a Parmington
victoty seemed possible, to be able to write o big,
bold headline with the word ebamplon In it for
theso girls.

From that perspective, 1 bad the oppoalte reac-
tion to that score from others, who thought it must
have becn a dull, boring game.

1 guess you had to be thore to appreciate it, s0 1
can understand how somecne might have that im-
preaslon.

But I thought it was anything but bad basket-
ball. In fact, it one was one of the more exciting
and Intsresting gamea 'veseenina srhilo — boys
games included. N

Here was Parmington, tha eighth-place team in
the Western Lakes and a big underdog, on the
wverge of upsetting Lahser, Division II co-champi-
on of the Onkland Actlvities Associatlon.

That was high drama, wondering If the Palcons
could pull it off or Lahser could squeak past.

Farmington oxecuted good strategy

It wen a cat-and-mouss contest all the way. Eve-
ry posacesion counted; every point was critical.

Farmington didn’t hold the ball or deliberately
slow down the game, which ane might assume
{rom eeing tho score.

The Palcons worked the ball for a good shot,
made the most of thelr offensive chances, and con-
trolled the game/scoro in that sense. I thought
that was good ntrategy, good baskethalll

Farmington played within itaell and followed its
game plan, end that helped to make it such a good
game. 1 can enjoy & chess-match game 11ks that a8
much es any runaing, shooting contest.

better — they

ours truly was so impressed by the Farm-

wero 10+
— msyba

But Parmington
sheoting peroantage, too. 1 can count cne
number of offensive rebounds Lahser nad.

1s thore a better defensive rebounder than
Pamiington senior Kim Washnock? Thero was
none batter on the court Pridsy.

But it wasn't Just Wasknock. I was fmpressed
by the Intensity of all tho Farmington players in
going after rebound pocislly st the dofenst

Coach John Verdura summed [t up whan be
3aid his team played with confidence, com) re
and determination, and that's what the
week and the performance (win or [ose) s0 poaitive

and memo!
"Th-yuﬂalnlyplwnduhudumyuml'v-

coached,” Verdurs sald after the champlonship.

*1t waa just & grest effort, physicall and 11
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Budde’s strong finish pgace;sz Mercy |

Bethany Budde set a school record in the
breaststroko and led
finizh in the girls stato swim finala, Har-
rison’s Lisa Richerdson and Dona Schwalm
alao scored polnts In the Class A meet,

Mercy High toa10th-

t(me: were better by at lusst a sec-

on! - ;
Budde’s “beit éffort In the -
S ko had been 1:07.3 at the

Fammiogton- Hiils Mercy senlor
Hudds achleved one goal

u
- and was Just shy of another Satur-
day In the Clasa A grls swin finala,
Budde capped hor high scheol ca-
roer by placing second in the 100
yard breastatroke and thizd in the
individual medlsy st the University
o )

Her prelimi-
time of

Juntor Notionals last March In Buf-
falo, N.Y.

Her time of 2:12.0 in last year's
rtats meat wos her provious best un-
Ul last week. She owam 2:10:37 in
the prolims and 2:10,69 in the finals.
“Thn Mescy record belongs to Linda
Goldatein, who swam 2:07.5 o 1890,

Both races were close, and Budde
neoded strong finlshcs to place &s
m}}‘ushldji I - .
Emily Emat was third in the
breaststroke nt 1:063%, .

“[¢ cagye down 1 who hik the wall*
first, baslestly who hed the longest

» Buddo sald. “I' must h&vl- .

Successful stato meet: Harrison junior Lfsa Richardson placed. 10th in the 100-yard reest‘ 1 : d 11th in the 200
frevatyle Saturday at the Class A girls swim championships. - yard frecstyle an - 1t in the 200 ’

: ffest: ' Caroline Kenna'helped ‘the Mariins capture sizth,
place (n‘lfw_zm-ynrd n;e_dlgymlay. T T
10 “Bho was conointeating on the - the prelizs and p:w:ﬁmm. with:
statsoke, but abe still took thind - - 5:16.89 thme, Matedith Spisgsl was'

' L trn i -2 }1th i the breasteteoks at 110,68
0. - “Kristio's gos] was to break 5:20;)

' she ehattored that” Patrall:

id. “Bhe loves to work haxd, end it

d ly pald off for her thatday. ;.

153,16 Jims §n'tha finely. The “Moredith has faster during.
nniquumod?ddw'n 152,28, tho yesr, and her time was nod what":
lmwa;%,m W sha hud hoped. Tt wann't for Luck of

54618 In i

Brary FHOTDS BY BHANON LEMIRUX

it was our best game of the "

Verdurn said hils players descrved all the credit,
but T think Verdura should be applauded for the
foly he hes done, too.

Farmington isn't « girls besketball powsr and
has taken its fumps from the powerbousa teams in
the Westarn Lakes Activities Assacistion over the

yoars,
Verdura has worked for

thres years, teaching
fundamentals and ng to mold & team, and it
started to come Iast woek. That hed to bo

vesy gatifying for the playsts and Verdura, who
saw ¢ winning attituds develop.

“afier the fiest iwo yasrs, it was Uk 'O, well,

. the eoason s over,' " Verdura sold Pri night.

“Now, we go in the locker room snd thy [

ummwthty‘numbutl'mh y

with .
their desire to win and being upset 4t not &blo
togat it done. : : L.
“Moybs wra've crossed that bridge. A

Tikos to piay and Bave fun, but you
have to ido who hats to lose.” :

1. think the potential for gids beaketball in
Farnsington next yeur Is »
. "ihe Pakons lose
Milissa McDonald nod Bath Hawald, But 3
5 du Parter, Berah 'Ra ‘Prittany Dizon, Awgl
and Msutem ~ alf principal
the dlstrict tourmament ron o= will b8,

icnlons; Washiiock," |
Amasi

CCqisiiriérbach Gre Call gata

Holt's stingy defense

final challenge for CC

By STEVE KowALSKl
BYAYP WRITER

Redford Catholic Contral wreat!ing
cosch Mike Rodriguez knows how
tough the kids aro ot Hoelt High
Bcbool.

“Thay're protty strong all the way
through, !ghiwelghts through the
heavywsights,” aald Rodrigues, who
hus won seven state championshipa
at CC. "One of thelr hoavywelghts two

ty determined.’
: the Retus,
ctmpﬂ
champlonship game ot the Pontiac
Slivardome. . .
‘Whils Holt hes a top 10 wrestling
Rama’ tradition on the

ey block

the
footoall fleid can't compare to CC's,
The Shamrocks have wort three state

hdasyn rin Sa

o e

loy against Stev

PR

‘ T

jipa and pleyed

1o five of

the last eight title gamss, winning

two.

Holt advanced to fts firat champl!-
onship game with a 348 victory ovor
Monroe In the Class AA samifinal
game at Jackson. This [s Holt's first
;ppomnoa In the stats playoffs alnce

19, -
CC roach Tom Mach fan't [nterent-

ed In hlstory, howevet,
“We knew they'd bo tough beciae
of that (wreatling),” Mach eaid. “1t's

[ wugl.\nuu that spills over to athr,
o Dot

aports,

Desplts an unblemiahed mmnl':n'd‘:

an aggressivo defenne, Holt second-s

year cosch

Mike Bmith is getiRgt

used to belng the underdog. Mottios”
had scvon turnovers agninet Holt and;
Smith wasn't surprised to hear & 19-2

pomrhonthebdnlt!‘ml’nu s
Bunday nl‘fat'n Bporie Update Show
on Channel 7 eald the Rams
Just ba “hisppy” to be there.
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