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needs to be above 40 degrees Fahrenheit
when the solution Is applied, then the
spray should be repeated about mid-
January or February, when we have our
winter thaw. A note on the calendar will
o a reminder.

While you're about it, spray the fresh
evergreen swagy, wreaths and Christ.
mas tree with this preduct to prolong
their freshness.

dens, and the sil-
houettes of theae beau-
tiea could be a factor
in your choice. Be-
cause the leaves have
fallen, the lines of
trees and shrubs are
more clear than when
the leaves are on the
branches.

LAARTY
FIGLEY

e et

If the weather cooprotes, you conld
also prune your deciduous treea and
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After your Thanksgiving feast your
family might like to take a wolk or a
drive and look for some possilitlities.

Branch structures will give you n hint
of the kind of tree you may sec. Forin-
stance, ash, dogwood and maple trees
have opposite branching while almost
ol! other trees hove alternate branching.

Bark patterns srcl bark calors will
give other clues. Birches have slightly
cutly white trunks, sycamores have yel-
fowish to brown coarse-grained bark,
The bark colors of maples run from gray
to dark brown, with textures smooth to
sealy (most often on older trees). These
rules sren’t really rigid, but are ood
guidclines. There are others, such as
the gray bark of the white axh, which ia
ridped.

A new plant is often just what a par-
ticular aren needs to add that certzin
look to a garden. It might be a good idea
to take a camera nlong an your (uest
snd photograph the trees thaot appeal to
you. With this visual record it will be
much easier to identify the trees in the
comfort af your hame with a good hook
ot hand.

Plants lor Four-season Gardens,” Kim
E. Tripp and J.C. Raulston (Timber
Press, $44.95), describes 150 “high
quality woody landscape plants that de-
serve a chance in our gardens.” Divided
by seasons, the specific characteristics
of each plant are highlighted for that
time; excellent photos illustrate.

Don't let the format dissuade you
from taking a good look at this book.
The information Is clear and straight-
forviard. Although the authors atudied
the plants at North Carolina State Uni-
versity, many of them are sultable for
most climate zoncs and have been
grown in many of them, The focus {non
“goad, reliable garden planta.”

“The Year in Trees: Superh Woody.

shrubs. With the leaves gone you can
tmore casily wee the branch forms. Re-
move branches that cross or grow up
through the middic of the plant and any
diseased or dead ones. Older stems of
plants such as lilaca, forsythia, red
stem dogwood and privet can also be re-
moved to allow space for new growth
next spring.

Many people use organic mulches for
the wintet. If you do, apply a 10:6-4 fer-
tilizer prior to mulching to replace pos-
sible loxt nitrogen.

Visil the Festival of Trees at Cobo
Hall during this season. A delightful ar-
ray of beautifully decorated trecs awaits
you. A Santaland will entrance the kid-
dies and a gift shop will help get those

- holiday gifts bought in record time.

Have a& wonderful, peaceful
Thanksgiving with your family and
friends. Enjoy the bounty of the harvest
and celehrate with a thankful heart.

Marty Figley is an advanced master
gardener based in Birmingham. You can
Tfcuve her o message by disling (313)
953.2047 on a touch-tone phone, then
her maithox number, 1859, Her fax num-
ber is (810) 644-1314.
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Reminder

The Thanksgiving turkey will noon be
just a memory and .we'va taken somo
time out to enjuy friends and family,
but we muat remember ganden chores
are nlways important to do at the proper

)ln‘ Wil by
Umberlngup: A tree. properly
nited and pruned, can udd a
dramatic impact to the land-
seape.
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Something to do now is to xpray an
anti-transpirant on cvergreen shrubs to
help hold melsturs in the plant and to
prevent  windt The ture
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