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small picces Iook better when grouped
together.”

In the dining room, Hepplewhite
chairs with Prince of Wales’ feathera
and ovals of inlnid woods decornting
the backs date from the Iate 17th or
carly 18th century. A colonial ratchet
Qoor lamp next to a sofa in the music
rocm and a rare Masonic sampler from
around 1792 originally uaed in the cou-
ple's first home provide a mix of formal
and zuthentic Early American.

=As pieces come in other picces leave
but ubave all else, it's al) uscable, all
functional”

Rule of thumb

The couple has a rule of thumb before
any purchase is made. Both must ugree
on it. Throughaut the tour, there were
plenty of atorics on how their |

Spend time reading and researching
the history of an antique and then buy
only from reputable dealers. Look fora
dealer who will allow you to retum a
picce il it doesa't fit in ance you get it
home.

Don't buy an antique because you
think it's something you should have.
Buy it because you lave it.

Finish is one of the easicat ways to
spot a reproduction. The mnjority of
vintage furniture picces have a matte
finish. If tha wood shincs, beware,

Lighting is impertant. A very dim, dis-
mal room can be depresaing on Michi-
gan's dark days.

Finally, never ever fefinish an antique
because jt destroys the value. And buy
in a eondition good cnough to be func-
tional.

came nbout.

But what iv the main reason this
retired ophthalmologist and his wife
chose to aurround themselves with
antiques? The history behind them:
what period and place the vintage
pieces held in the lives of our nncestors.

“There's a history behind every piece.
The colonists traded tobacco for the
Chinese porcelain. The brass eandle-
sticks you see all over the house were
very important to the coloniats because
it was their only form of light.”

To menticn the way they used a Chip-
pendale chair, bride’s box or Federal
tullreye mirror would take longer than
the tength of this article permits. The
32 antique dealers at the third annual
Holiday Antiques Show Tuesday-Thurs.
day, Dec 5-7, at The Community House
in Birmingham will be available to
answer any guestions visitors have
about d >earating with antiques.

Design tips

{n the meantime, here are o few of the
residents’ tips for buying and designing
with antiques:

Keep on cye an the proportion of the
room. Buy small scale furniture rather
than large. Smaller pieces give a larger
look when arranged to create seating
groups that look comfortable and invit-
ing.

Use soft colors of fabrics and earpet-
ing for warmth.

Shadow play: Use eye-calchers
like these silhoucttes grouped
above a table for variety.

Tvoros v Bk T
Living room: The residents designed this room for comfort by
arranging smaller furniture pieces in seating groups.

Holiday antiques show set

If you're thinking about decornting or accenting your home with antiques, n
visit to Tho Community House's third annual Holiday Antiques Show Dec. 5-7
could prove quite u find. Dealers from 10 states won't only have furniture with
which ta design intevior spacea but porcelain, Majolica, Quimper, pattem glnss,
quilts, printa, Iamps and clocks for accenting aa well.

show, pr ted at The C ity House, 380 S, Bates in Birmingham,
kicks off with » proview night 8-9 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 5, Tickets are $30 per per-
son and include light hors d'ouevres and a cash bar.

The chow continues 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 6, and to 6 pan. Thurs-
day, Doz. 7. Admission price of $6 includes two hours of free validated parking.

“The show will featuro 32 dealers, 14 more than last year, with overything
from English and American antiques to china and silvor.” said Cennie Lovell, a
member of the volunteer committeo producing tie shove ‘

Sponsored by McDonald & Company Securitics Inc, and tho Bank of Bloom-
field Hills, the show will offer a specinl Holiduy Boutique stocked with decorn-
tive items liko eandles, toys and repreductions of Victorian ornamenta. Visitors
will be eble to refrech themsclves st o c2fo 11 a.m. te 7 p.m. Vednenday and
until 4 p.m. Thursday, or drop by for ten, available at 6 p.m. both daye.

Local dealer in the sbow inelude Shelley Barr Antiquen of Bluoomlficld Hills,
Candlestick Antigues, Clarkston; Dedr and Jim Taylor, Troy; Waters Edge,
Oxford; Raco Cld Prints, Royal Ook; Marlis Brink Antinues Berkley; and
Toothill & McBean and Carol Hutchins Cols, Ann Arbor.

For more information, call The Cornmunity kouse at (810} 644-6832.
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