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Hills family has leg on happiness

BY BiLL COUTANT
HTAYY WRITER

1t won a Friday ovening and
Chuck Flrment, his father John,
brother Donnls and mother Masty
wero laughing at o comical video

tape.

. The Fizmenta are a family that
onjoy eoch other's company, And
it's a good thing.

. After four yearn, an injury that
slmoat coat, Chuck Firment, 21,
filn right log, scems to have healed
enough for him to laugh just a lit-
tle bit loudor — along with his
supportive famlly.

*“There’s no cage” for his in-
jured leg, he sald. “No nothing.
It's cll ovor,”

Although the Injury has taken a
awath of muxcle from hia calf and

. knee arcs, Chuck Firment |s
walking. Moro than that he ia
dancing and, despite the odd feel-

- Ing ot times, he's aven bike riding.

« *] rode by the place where It

7 4" he paid,
the 1991 hit and run nceldent that
left him unconscloun ticar the
YMCA on F Road. "It

mined young man,”

Thero were 17 oporations and
medlcal oxpenses of more than
$250,000. But after Chuck gave up
smoking in Decembor, the leg
which had not mended, finally be-
#an to show signu of healing.

“ helfevo it was the emoking,”
Marty Flrmont sald.

Chuck Plrment sald he doesn’t
know what made the difference,
but sald ho was cautlous about
getting his hopes up.

“1 had gotten my hopes up be-
fore, and overy other time 1 wan
dlsappolnted.” -

8o, for the last four years the
part-time computer programmer
han beon dealing with the pain
and problem on an even koel ns
much as possible. But it haan't
been eaay for his famlly cither.

*“I think it's beon hard on Mar-
ty," sald Chuck’s father John,
who works for General Mdtors.
“It's been liko a full-time job. I'vo
had the escape of work."”

There have been some benefits.
Although he was able to drive a

‘was a atrango feeling.”

* .. The occident leRt him with a
; braken arm and leg. What sound-
. ed very temporary, though, be-
\ camo a medical nightmare. The
+ arm healed, but a bone Infectlon
;' called oatcomyelitis — left
* doubt about the right leg.

“One doctor naid wo should am-
tate,” said Marty Firment
ut Chuck is u pretty deter-

q ) car, Chuck
found himself spending more
timo at home and becamo closer
to hls younger brothor Dennis, 18.

“I think it's mostly becauss of
our becoming more mature that
we are now friends,” Chuck sald.

Dennis aald, “Back then, we
eort of went our soporats ways.
We do more together now.”

Jt wasn't until February that
doctors started to seo real evi-

Onthemend: Chuck Firment recovers at his Farmingt:
Hills home with father John, mother Marty and brother

Dennis.

deneo of healing that looked por-
manent. This time Chuck, along
with his family, In belleving.

Chuck plans to return to Oak.
land Community College, but is
enjoying life for now.

His leg will alsrays Jook disfig-
ured, and all the exercise In the
world will not generate new mus-
cle to roplace that ho's lost. But
he docsn't scem concerned.

“I've gone roller skating and to-
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nlg‘!;t. I'm going dancing later,” he

Marty raises her eycbrows at
the thought of her son being on
the early morning
hours, But this is a family that
will havo 8 lot to celebrate on

the roed n

‘Thanksgiving.

“I'm planning to go back to
school,” Chuck sald. “And I hope
somchow that I will be doing
something (o help people.”
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available
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- 106433t
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OCakiand Mall is giving away
$100 in mall gift certificates
- every day until Christmas!

How would you like an extra $100 to spend

_this holiday? It's easy. Just go to Oakland

Mall's Center Court, fill out an entry form,

and you'll be éligible to win 100 bucks in

mall gift certificates!

Turkey
Save 20%

Sale

Fri., Nov. 24-Sun., Dec. 3

No purchase necessary.' Remember to register every time you shop.
Must be 18 years old or older to enter. Soma restrictions apply.

NI oaxLAND MALL

Hudson's, JCPenney, Sears and over 130 shops. For your holiday shopping
convaniance, Oakland Mall has extended mall hours throughout the ssason.
14 Mila and |-76. (810) 685-6000 .
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Aetro Detroit:

The Helghts, Dearborm Helghts © (313) 27482
Eastiake Commous, Sterthig Heights * (10) 2478111
(On comer of 1157 Road and Hayes Road)

Merri-Five Plaza, Livonia ¢ (313) A22- 180

Maconds Mall, Ruscrille » (RIN) 293-3461
Mondowbrook Viltage Atatl, Rochester » (810) ATHAB2Y
Nové Totm Centes, Novk « {(R1L) M-l

Ouaklamt Mall, Troy » (K1) 891423

Qrehand Mall, West Bloomfichd » (R1) 237-20H0 v
{Orchand Lake and 15 Mile) -

apyty. e sk 3 salesprson for detads

Ootstate: _
Colommde, Ann A ¢ (313) 7611002

| vest of Beianwood Mall)
o + {616) 327-7513 .
Lansiing Mall, Luusiug + (517) 3216261 X
Meeldiun AMall, Ohenos » (517) 3494006
Breton Vitlage Mall, Gannd Rapinds ¢ {616} 957-2138 o
Nuw Lecation (Breton Rd. & Durton Ry Open Sundays! -




