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Marian overcomes Salem in OT

BY MARTY Bunneg
STAry WarTEn

Birmingham Marian’s gizls
basketball team biad plenty to be
thankful for over the holiday
weekend.

On Thursday, the Mustangs
counted their blessings among
family and friends around the
dinper table. On Friday, Marian
bad its prayers answered on the
baaketball court with an exciting
overtime playoff victory, 4947,
over Plymcuth Salem at Berkley
High School.

Marian claimed its second re-
gional championship in three
years when sophomore guard
Breen Walas threw up an off-bal-
ance shot from five fect away with
just five teconds remaining in the
overtime. Salem raced right back
downcourt but did not have
enough time to counter Walas'
shot.

“It was one of those kinds of
games where you had to hang in
there and make the play at the
end,” said Salem’s veteran coach
Fred Thomann. “And they made
the play.™

B BASKETBALL

Marian (15-8) now advances to
the Class A state quarterfinel
scheduled for 7 p.m. Tuesday at
Ferndale High School againat
Walled Lake Centrul. The Mus-
tangs are excited to be among the
vight teams remaining in the
state tournament.

“We took our lumps all year
and 1 never thought we could have
16 wins,” said Marian coach Mary
Lillie-Cicerone. “We never
dreamt we'd be thia far. We're
very happy.

“But our bench has cume up
and played well and the seniors
have played well. We got beat by
some pretty good teams this
year,” she said.

And Salem was another good
team that gave Marian fits.

The Rocks, who finished with a
fine 17-7 overall record, enjoyed &
big rebounding edge and matched
the Mustangs with an aggresaive
defeasive style. In the end free
throws proved to be a key ele-
ment. Marisn was 11-0f-15 (rom
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the line, Salem 10-0f-18,

The Mustangs held o olim
20 halftime sdvantage, but the
Rocks bounced back with five of
the thind quarter's first seven
points to take a 2524 lead. The
Jead bounced back. and forth
through the rest of regulation
time.

Salem's Angels Sillmon and
Amanda Abroham convested
back-to-back lay-ups to put their
team up 41.38 with 4:22 remain.
ing in the fourth quarter. Marian
tallied the next three points on &
basket by Walas and free throw
by Alesis Koenings and regula.
tion ended with the teams tied at
4

292,

1.

Senlor guard Brandi Bentley
put Marian up by three quickly in
QT with a driving lay-up and the
accampanying free throw after she
was fouled. But Salem countered
on its trip dawn the court when
junior Janelle Sterling swished

*1 don't llke to call timo-out In
that sltuation becausa the other
team has time to sot up their de-
fense,” sald Lillie-Clcerone. “If
you don't make the baskot you
still go into overtime.

“(Dreean) knew exactly what to
Jdo the moment sho got the ball.
You could sce it in her face all the
way down (court). It was an off-
balance shot, but we'll take jt.

“Breeun is ono of those I-want.
the-ball kind of persons,” sald
LUIle-Cicerone. “She works hard
and wanta the ball in that kind of
nitunl‘l.on. And today she got the

glory.

Walas and Bentley finlshed
with 14 polnta each. Koenlngs
added seven points.

Salem's point leaders wero
Abraham, a sophomare guard,
with 14 points, and Sillmon, a
freshman guard, with 11 points.
Andrea Pructt and Shellyo Sills
mmrib:ncd nine and eight points,

home the only three-pointer of the
game to tie the scure again.

Each team then made thres free
throws, the last two by Salem’s
Abraham, to tie the score at 47-47
with 15 scconds remaining. Ma-
rian in-bounded the ball to Walas
who raced downcourt, found a
slight opening and threw up o
wild, line-drive shot that rattled
home for what proved to be the
game-winning basket.
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to a third-stmight Class C girls
basketball atate championship re-
mained smooth Wednesday night.

CORMTARATIVE STATEMINT OF KTVIXUE, SXFENDITURE AXD CIANGES DY FLXD EQUTTY

BALANCE ST - as the Spartans defeated Detroit
Couk aad Cash Levestrwnts 8o St. Martin DePorres, 70-29, in a
Joomderstnndii o=t regional final ot Petersburg-
Do ram O Taml e Summerfield
ooy’ ateiery Lose axm Borgesa, 23-2 overall, jumped to

o a 19-2 lead after one quarter.
UABCLITIES AND FUND IQUTTY Things were so casy that the
Arvants Prrabiy 3 1sd 3 M3 Spartans’ top player, senior guard
Avcromt Parell b =4 Mazann Reese, went scoreless e
Dew e Othrr Fusls @ ] until three scconds remained in
Dt o Otoew Guvars casial Units s nm the first quarter when she re-
oo TN bty 1M bounded ber only miss and scored
T Lkt LR R tT A RN 75T on a five-foot shot.
e e e ad Pt ety s mw N mzm The Spartans led 40-7 at half.

time and 66-20 following three

“{t was an outstanding gome.
Both teams competed hard and
wanted i¢ bad,” said Thomann,
whose team last played in a re-
gional champlonship game five
years ago. “I thought our players
did a real nice job of handllng
their pressure.

*“This was good for our team.
‘We need to Jook at ourscasonnsa
tremendous year for us,” he said.

CLASS C

en points. Reese, sophomere
guard Christina_Anderson and
junior center Candice Finley
‘scored nine paints each.

Senjor guard LaZandra White

and sophomore forward Koren

Merchant had eight points each
and senior guard Adriane Bryant
added seven.

Reserves Reginn Respert and
Brandi Carafelli had six polnts

ach.

‘White finlshed four of five from
the field. She had no trouble fin-
ishing on the fast break, which is
samething coach Dave Mann hos
been discussing with her.

In Monday's regiona) semifinal
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Reglonal action: Marian's Nycole Anqejionu dribbles
around Salem defender Shellye Sills in the championship -

game Friday.

Borgess coasts to win over DePorres

sald. “Thls time § 1aid it In there
like Joe Dumars or something.
dan't havo a problem with (not}
scoring an long as we win games.
Qur mission is complete once we
win the state.”

Finishing plays on the fast
break is ono of the things the
Spartana still have trouble with,
occording to Mann,

[ told them at halRime we did
o much better job of belng ffi-
cient on the break,” Mann sald.
“We have too many kids, when
they catch the ball on the break,
they have an ‘all ar nothing' men-
tality. We're trying to get them to
come to ‘jump’ atops, have their
body under control.’

The Spartans held DePorres
top player, 6-@junior guard Shari

points, Sophomore guard Carmen
Woalfolk led DeParres, 16-7 over-
all, with 11 polnts.

The Sportans used a box-and.
ane defenso sgainat DePorres.
Bryant, Reese and Anderson took
turns guarding Hill.

The Eagles mede only two of 23
shots in the first half. They were
outrebounded 27-8 by the taller
Spartans by halftime.

“We knew they were golng to
try to shut down Shari,” DePorres
coach Tony Teylor sald. “Our
other players didn’t step up like
we anticipated.”

Merchant, nicknamed “Koo,”
was one of the few Spartans who
heard from Mann on the side-
lines. Sho waa fine on the offen-
sive end, but too lackadaisical on

IVERTS quarters. victory, Mann reminded White Hill scoreless through the first  defense, accordingto Mann.
o ! :‘;—”‘t‘“ P e The win sends Borgess to Tues-  she's not Michael Jordan after half, X “1 want to play defense, but my
P oo e e day's quarterfinal at Armada  White missed a layup on o fast Sheo scored her first basket with  legs won't do what my brain tells
orebrnine e24 7304 High School. breok. 5:05 remaining in the third quar-  them to do,” said Merchant, half-
Intertot Troeier s B2 &:‘3 No one scored in double figures, “Dave was getting after me to  ter on o lef-handed hook in the grinning, with Mann listening
nmx:mm- - but six Spartans had ot least scv-  slow down on the break,” Whits  lane, snd finished with four  during the post-game celebration,
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