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‘Nick’ wastes time w1th
improbable thriller story

In “Nick of
Time,” Johnny
Dopp playa a
regular guy ap-
prehended by
polico, given =
fun, and told
thet i he doesn't
assassinate the

nclum

ternoon
daughter will

JOHN
MONAGHAN

e.
—_— Ono of the
mare captivating premises of the
year o given tho added teist of
belng filmed In real time, tho sc.
tlon set roughly between noon
and 1:30 p.m. on a typlcal Loz An-
golen aftornoon. Insteod of peak-
Ing our interest, howover, “Nick of
Time™ only serves to remind us
lhnr. movlel manipulate time fora

’l’hu -crlpt mines several Hitch.
cock staples — the average guy
caught up In intrigus scemingly
beyond hls control and a distrust
of law enforcement. It soon be-
comea uvidan?. that not only Xl
Ct ‘alken's
cop In on the plat; so Is the gover.
nor's entire socurity stafl.

John Badham !z no Hitcheock.
Tho director of "Salurday Night
Fever” and 'Wnr Games” p
with last year's "Drop Zons” that
he's become pretty much a hack
for hire. Ho secms oblivious to the
plot holes that fill the scroen.

I'm sure Depp's character waa
too much in skock to tum the gun
on the kidnappers as soon es it
was given to him. But why does
he have to stand in plain sight on

a glass clovator as ho's trying to
mlke his escape?

Time s one of '.he cinema's

Suspense thelller: Jahrmy Depp and Courtney Chase star

in “Nick of Time.”

best u
mean he's only got three minutes
to deluvy that bomb?) In “Nick
of Timo,” when Walken's villain
saya, “Your last chancs to kill the
governor is at 1:20,” a collective
groan emanates from tho audi-
ence. You mean we have to wait
another 18 minulos for something
exciting to happen?

1t might have helped if so ruch
of tho actlon wasn't limited to the
mirrored-glass towers of L.A's
Westin Bonaventure, which re-
minds us not only of Detroit's
Ren Cen but also “In the Line of
Fire,” a superior thriller whoss
climax was filmed here.

As a villnin, Wolken sgain em-
ploys the m:nndng‘ almost other-
worldly quality thet he brings to
most of his rolea. Dressed in a

'
dark suit and Becret Service wire,
he ia beliovable oven when ap-
pearing out of nowhers to foil
Dopp's latest attempt to get help.

A man of faw words aside from
threats, be does deliver a lengthy
anocdote about killing “a Mick”
thet smacks ko much of Quentin
Tarantino’s self-coneciously
hard-boiled dialogue {and is so
out-of-place hero) that you can't
help but anicker.

Depp, meanwhils, has the first
adult role of hia career, yet its n
atep backward to his days on the
TV urlel *21 Jump Suect." Hin

d brow and ult
approach to a dopey serlpt ropre-

COMING ATTRACTIONS

REVIEW

scnta the kind of acting he's tran-
scended since In unusual roles
from Ed Wood to Edward Scissor-

ands.

Movica at their best make you
forget about time, “Nlck of Time"
wea one of those moments when,
na the minutes ticked slowly by, I
realized just how much time I
spend with movies as modiocre as
thia, I looked at my watch at least

es much as the characters on

screon.

To leave a message for John
Monaghan, dial 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at 591-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric Newa-
papers, 36251 Schooleroft, Livonia
48180.

OPENING FRIDAY, DEC. £

“THR

SWNITR HIAN'S BURDIN™

Drama sbout & race-folated con-
mmmmmm
mmm

eau gominant culture, 80-
oeonorriu'y Stars John
‘rrvona, Harmy Boladontu, Kedty
l.ymwynum.

OPENING FRIDAY, DEC. 8

“PATIER OF TKE RRIDE PART 1™

‘OPEAING FRIDAY, DEC. 15,
“HEAT?

LAPD Beuten:
nt and his team bacome ob-
sessed their pursuit of a cold

bu--mmrnpoodh
2% yoors aaxDer, Bnd must piay the
vntold havoe
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