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‘Suit alleges manager

was racially harassed

BY JILL HOCKMAN
STATY WarTER
A Detroit womean who s sulng s
tveal property management com-
<pany aays sho was harasied by
resldents of the Farmingten Hills
apartment complex where she

Farmington Hills — ssks for a
jury trial and damsges In excess
of $10,000. Protrlal hearings on
the caso have pot yot boen apt.
According to the lawsuit, Haw-
kins was hired to work at another
Village Greon property In 1893,

lived and worked, fired from her and was promoted to manege tho
~Job &= prop: and then Farmi Hills fox lean
“roplaccd by a white men — all bo-  then o year later in March 1894,

causo shie In black. With the exception of grounds

In tha lawsult, filed earller this
month in Oakland County Clrcult
Court, Michello Hawkins claims
Viilegs Green Manogoment Com-
pany, a Farmington Hills-hased
corporation that menoges nearly
100 propertics throughout metro
Detrolt and tho Midweat, did
nothing to atop the raclal harasa-
ment almod et her lest year by
residents of Village Green of
Farmington Hills.

But Villago Green ppokesman
Tim Smith called the allegations
“entirely untrue.” He said Haw-
kina was not fired, but quit her
job aa manager of the company’s
Farmington Hills apartment com-
plex, located just off Haggeriy bo-

— tween 13 and 14 Mile roads.

*She voluntarily left the com-
pany,” Smith said. “She tumed
in hor keys and quit." Smith also
said Village Green doca not toler-
ate racinl discrimination of any
kind.

Checking the records
Village Green officials are cur-
rently combing through records
and reviewing ail documentation
ding Howkins’ pli
with the company, Smith eaid.

“Wae're trying to roview all the
information,” Smith ssld. “We
have an Incrediblo track recordof
equal opportunity and equal
housing . . . We aro entirely in-
tolerant of (di inetion),” he

keepers, Hawkins was the only
black employes, and shout 85 per-
cont of resldents were whits, the
suit states. Her compensatlon in-
cluded a free spartment in the
240-unit complox, so sho moved

in.

Tho lawsult clalma that about
two months later, complex rosi-
denta circulated a petition soek-
ing the removal of Hawkins from
Village Green. Tho suit claims
resldents safd the purpose of the
petition was “to got that black
bitch out of hore.” But Smith aaid
Village Groen has no record of
that petition being filed.

Allcge racial Incidents
In December, raclal slura were
written on Hawking' +

but Hawkins wes not invited to
tho meeting, according to the suit.

The sult clsims that the super-
visor loter told Hawkins the situ-
ation was handled properly, and
that she wouldn’t change the way
ahe dealt with it if it heppened
sgain, Hawkins allegos she was
firod a fow daya later, whilo Smith
inslsts sho quit.

Trial by media?

Hawkins' lawyer, Cherie Ritter,
sald her client continued to live in
tho complex untll last epring
when she landed another job.
Hawkins has since quit that job,
she aald, and now works part time
at tho Fox Theater in Detroit ond
is a full-time student at Wayne
State University,

Village Green offlcials accused
Hawkins of trying the case In the
media, “While Ma. Hawkina
chooses the media to pursua her
bazeless and disturbing cialm, we
will respoct the court as ths ap-
propriate placs to bring forth all
the facts,” Village Greon prosi-
dent Jonathan Holl wrote In

River with his wife when the truck wouldn't accelerate.
smoking when he pulled into the parking lot to check the
exited the truck seconds before it was engulfed in flames.
the blaze in about 10 minutes, according to police.
the 1984 Ford pickup was destroyed.

There's a truck fire:  Traffic at Grand River and Riooney maoved slowly Wednesday -
morning as Farmington firefighters extinguished a pickup truck fire in the parking *
lot of The Winery building. A "Detroit man said he was driving east on Grond

He said the engine was :

No injuries were reported, but

TOM HAWLXY/BTAFY PHOTOGHAPIXA

problem, and the couple
Firefighters extinguished

Police calis o

a statement relensed Wednesday.

door, her car was and
more racial slurs wore lelt on her
volco mall, the sult claima. But
Smith said Village Green officinla
were not told of the alleged prop-
erty damage until after Hawkins
resigned.

The suit aleo claims on the
same day the voico mail messages
were left, a resident entered Haw-
kins' offico and shouted raclal
slure, Hawkins claims she called
tho police and then put the resi-
dent on a speaker phone with ber
manager,

The lawauit allegea that when
the resident dir:‘ctcd more racial

sald.

Theo civil auit — lodged againat
Hawkina’ former supervisor, Vil-
lage Green Property Manegement
Company and Village Green of

Hawkins to
the supervisor, the supervisor
said others bad lained shout

“Itisn {ce and gives undue
weight to lllegitimate claima to
have print and broadeast medla
used for the financial motivations
of those who would distort and
rmisrepresent the truth. . . . We
look forward to the opportunity to
make cur case in a trial in which
nll:’f-lha facta will be brought for-
ward.”

Viilsge Green Property Man.
t C was founded

2 FRAUD
A Farmington Hills woman, 27,
told Hills police that she psid 2
Highland Park men, 30, $1,200 to
buy her & car Sept. 22, The man
hns not contactod her st her Gate-

& INDECENT EXPOSURES actions. The man is described as
A Purmington Hilla woman, 57, | a thinly-built white male wearing

told Hills police that a “light- tan pants.

skinned man" woaring a stocking | ®

cap and dark jacket, pulled down Farmington Hills polico arrest-

his pants and began to danco on ed a Pontisc man, 25, for posses-

her property on Wingate at 7a.m. | slon of two Baggies of marij

Nav. 21, He then “mooned” the after ho was putled over for a traf-

woman before leaving on foot. fic stop on Middlebelt at the

A Farmington woman told
Farmington police a man stopped
in the drive near her condomini-

Shell station at 4:30 p.m. Nov. 21,

PROWLING
Farmington Hills pollce arrest-

In 1819, and
properties in
Michigan

currently manages o masturbate Nov.22 Holeftin | at tho Timberldge Apartmenta on
several south a foreat groen colored vebicloand | Timberidge In Farmington Hills
Itles, includi I later and repeated his 0t 12:01 a.m. Nov. 22.

um, d d his pants and began | ed a Détroit man, 48, for prowling

West Bloomfield, Waterford,
Southfield and Troy. The compa-
ny employs some 1,100 workers,
Smith sald.

Village Green does not track ta
4. ding to

Hewkins, and that “they were
trying to get rid of her,” The su-
pervisor and resident met later,

Sentencing /o

race,

Smith, "(Our prop‘crﬁu) tend to
follow the racinl makeup of the
commaunity at large,” he said.

way Apart. L zince.

B AUTO THEFTS
A 320,000 gray 1992 Chovy Lu-
mina was stolen from the Clarion
Hote) on 12 Mile in Farmington
Hills Nov. 23. !
A black 1995 Jeep Cherokeo
was stolen from the 7-Eleven

Jaycees plan tree lighting Dec. 2

Tho Farmington Area Jaycees 2, at the Farm:

store on Farmington Nov. 23.

will

.Historical
Mueeum, 33805 Grand River,
Farmington.
There will be caroling by

will present the group’s 10th an-
nual Christmas tree lighting eere-
mony at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec.

dlelight and bot chocol

. AD
public is invited to the freo event.

ing marijuana with intent to do-
Yiver) in exchange for o moximum
sentence of two yeara probation,

uired inpatlent drug ¢
and a $1,000 fine, according to
prosecutor Renee Gucciardo. If &
judge tater decided to level o
heavier scntence, Willer had the
optlon to withdraw his plea, Guc-
clardo sald.

Tho maximum sentence for a
drug manufacturing conviction is
15 years in prison and a $1 mil-

lion fine, Gucclardo sald. In
Willer's case, the Oakland County
Probation Department recom-
mended less than that: a year in
jail followed by two yenra of pro-
bation, It was Willer's only drug
offense.

On Tuesdsy, prosccutor Len
Gorz asked Callahan to stick to
the probation department's sug-
gestion. But Willler's attorney,
Barry Reanlck, told Callahan that
Willer has boen participating in

on outpatient drug treatment pro-
gram threo times a week for the
last four months. Willer also has
a job, Reanick sald.

“Is this in licu of making beer
in your basement?” Collahan
asked. Willer sald yes, and that
only sbout 16 marijuana plants
were In his houso at the time of
the pollca rald.

In sddition to his sentence of
two years probation, Willer is also
required to pay somo $12,000 in

court costs.

Sinco Willer's arrcst, Oakland
County Narcotics Enforcement
Team members had speculated
that Willer’s $130,000 house
might be confiscated because
marijuana had been grown there.

But Mark Menghini, Lt. Com-
mander of the NET unit, said of-
ficlals have decided not to go after
tho house becausa it was not eco-
nomical to pursue it in drug for-
feiture procoedings.

DOWNTOWN BIRNINGHAN

A Tradition of Fine Shops & Gallerics
Art & Antiques * Unique Restaurants & Cafes

available
by phome

w
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© CHILDHOOD IS A
VERY_ SPECIAL TIME

0

seculive Custom
Sinmakers & Taloss, Inc

251 B0 Wostesd 2 + w0 1

Traditiona! Toys
& Lenrning Activities
s Oftae You the

GET PERSONAL WITH YOUR
WATERFORD CRYSTAL

Plcase join us as wae wolcome
Sean Sweaney, Watarford Crystal Artisan,
to our stors. He will answar any questions
you may have and sign your Waterford
Crystal purchases made during this event.

Thursday, November 30
19 am-~ 2 pm., Blrmingham
4 pm - 8 pm., Rochestar
Fine Chins

Jacobson:

, PHONG:

GREAT OAKS MALL » ROCHESTER
MONDAY - SATURDAY, 10 AM TO @ PM
o BUNDAY, NOON TO 6 PM

HOLIDAY HOURS

el 338 W. MAPLE RD. + BIRMINGHAM
° MONDAY - SATURDAY. 0:30 AM TO 6 PM
GUNDAY, NOON TO 8 PM.

« FAX: 845-8007




