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| Season’s spirit
It shines in Farmington, too

her's good pews we think. People in
? the Detroit arva seemm to be spending a

little more money this Christmas they
say. At least the season doesn't seem to be
quite as bad s the Gloomy Gus media had
prudicted.

We've noticed that Twelve Oaks Mall is
yammed with holiday shoppers these days and
rights. The solid-state cash registery in the
stores are beeping and chirping merrily away.

A lot of Farmington-area folks with serious
shopping on their minds do flock to that
sprawling monster of a mall in Novi, the next
suburb west of Farmington.

Sure they go there. It's clese with a nice se-
lection of stores and, of course, there are acres
of free parking.

With so many people doing so much of their
skopping at the mails, we almost have to be-
lieve that Christmas would have to be can-
celled if some environmenzalist waved his
magic wand and the malls suddenly reverted
to corn fields, orchards and meadows.

But a stroll through the brittle broadshects
of the cld Farmington Enterprise, the forerun-
ner of the Observer, seems to prove that yes,

“irginia, there was life — and Christmas, too
— before the advent of shopping malls.

1n days of old, people simply shopped their
hometown business districts and apparently
came away none the worse for the experience.

An Enterprise editorial from 44 years ago
advised readers to “help yourselve and your
home town™ by giving your local merchants
first crack at your Christmas dollar.

“When Farmington's merchants prosper,
the entire community srospers,” the editorial
said. “You not only help yourselves, but you
help your friends acd neighbors.”

But the missive also spoke of “the responsi-
bility of the merchants to encourage and pro-

event, Holiday Hunting

made to make the entire community attrac-

tive to hometown shoppers.

That was good advice then and now. And
we're happy to note that Judy Downey and
the Farmi D n Develop
Authority scem to be taking it.

Show up in downtown Farmington this Sat-
urday, Dec. 2, and see what we mean.

Therell be a big shopping whoop-de-doo —
called *Holiday Hunting™ — beginning ot 11
a.m. Saturday when Santa arrives by heli-

copter in the parking lot of the Downtown
Center. Santa will be nt home to youngaters
with wish lists in a big tent in the parking lot.
)
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Developed as a family, multi

Big Beaver bound
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halidays from around the world through per-
formances, educational activities and o “trea-
sure hunt” through downtewn.

Children receive fun activity sheets and
trinkets relating to holidays like Christmas,
Hanukkah, Kwaanza, Dawali and Boxing
Day.

Adult shoppers can ride a free trolley from
stare to store in the business district (no, it's
not a real trolley ear, but you can’t have
everything) as well as the Farmington Histor-
ical Muscum and the Community Library.

And one of the nicest touches: The venera-
ble Civic Theatre — the closest thing to an an-
chor store in the ald business district — will
be showing a youth/Christmas movie for free
that afternoon. -

All things considered, there are lots of good
reasons to be in downtown Farmington this
Saturday and throughout the holiday shop-
ping season.

No, the old shopping district isn't a monster
mall with dozens of stores and acres of free
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Motorists from throughout Qakland County are hailing the opening of the
widened Big Beaver in Troy, shot from the Somersct Skywalk with a boulevard
looking eastward. Traffic is flowing better and busincss awners are delighted.
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They're good folks

R nthisday and age, it is a rare thing when
someone interrups his or her daily schedule
M to help someone clse. But that's exactly what
is happening nt Dunkin' Donuts on Grand River
at Eight Mile Road.

Every Wednesday, Zuheir Dababael and his
employcea kindly donate and box donuts to the
Salvation Army. They reccive no benefit from
this other than knawing that they've given a
treat to someone who's down and out, or bright-
cned the day of the camp kids all summer long.

catod

themselves with the level of any student’s par-
enta. The duty of tho schools is to teach basic
academic skills, to develop those skills and thus
to cquip students with tho tools to raise them-
gelves to whatever fevel they want.,

Ta reject nttempts to provide choices in cdu-
cation for our children whom the public schocls
fail to serve is to accept n status quo, whichtan.
not bo improved. It is to recede into the depths
of know-nothing denial. Worse yct, it is to sug-
gest that parents aro some sort of reactionary
boobs who cannot possibly scrve their children’s
i aa well as the state. -

They are a group of ded IS com-
passionate people, and they deserve to be con-
lated for their efforts. They provide all of

parking. We're not that
desert those malls. We're just asking them to
ber that the spirit of Christmas shines

mote greater interest in the Far
shopping center. Cooperative effort must be

in downtown Farmington, too.

Pioneers found home amid oaks

P} t was wilderness rich in virgin oaks os well
{E' ns pine, clm, maple and beech trees. Three
B streams created a scurce for plenty of water
power.

That was the setting when adventurer James
Graham, the father of nice, arrived in present-
day Rochester on March 17, 1817 — the first
permanent non-Indian settlers in Oakland
County.

The historic arrival comes to mind on the
heels of Oakland County’s 175th anniversary
celebration Nov, 14, when the 80-year-ld coun-
ty courthouse bell was rededicated.

Of all the banuds of settiers who made the

slow march into Oakland County in the
early 1800s, the Grahams were "the moet ven-
turesome of them all” reads the narrmtive in the
“History of Oakland County: 1817-1877."

Of Scuttish-1rish ancestry, Groham was born
in 1749. When be cume to America, he sold him-
self, a3 was customary, into service to a New
Yark City physician, to pay for the oerseas trip,

When the term of his service ended, the
American Revolutionsry Wer wes raging. Soin
777, Graham enlisted as o soldier and served

one year.

He then msde Pennsylvania his home. In
1810, married and with children, he maved to
Canada. Six years later, he crossed the Detroit
River with several family members. The voyage
was aboard o raft with five cows and throe pigs

swimming aloagside.

In Detroit, Groham worked as a woed cutier
but yearned to keave the “big cty” of 1,700 resic
dents. Graham was & good friend of the Indians
and it was from them be leartied of tho oak-cov-
ered hills north of Detroit.

But ho was stymied by « lack of passable
routes through southem Oaklznd County's
swamps. Thai was country an early surveyor
catled a *low, wet land with a very thick growth
of underbrush, intermixed with very bad marsh-
o4 — 8 pocr, barren, gandy land.”

wives came back to the land of the oaks.

In 1817, Alexander built the first house in
Oakland County — a log cabin. In 1818, his son,
James, was born — the first non-Indian child
born in Oaklund County. His wife chose to call
the new setilement Rochester after ber home-
town in New ork. In 1823, the Groham clan
started the first school in Oakland County.

In 1820, the county was home to 59 families.
By 1825, the population hit 1,362. It reached
4,910 by 1830.

Joining the Grabams as Onkland County
trnilblazers were Parmington's Frod Wamner
(sho returned to his dairy farm, checse factories
and banking interests in Oakland County after

us with 8 mode! of decency to emulnte.
ue Flanagan, Farmington Hills

Reform needed

olumnist Tim Richard's episodic crusade

Our children deserve better. They descrvo o
larger, moro potent vision, not Richard’s inces-
sant myopia. Thank heaven we havo parents
who caro and who are fighting for quality edu-
cation with a passien and an understanding
which he will never comprehend.

. Thomas Hunter, Bloomficld Hills

against charter schools (Points of View,

Oct. 12) provides an excellent example of
the need for educational reform, especially in the
rreas of logic and critical thinking.

Charter schools may be a new concept, but as
an alternative to an cducational system that has
failed to provide satisfactory education to 60
many children, they are really part of two cen-
turics of tested and proven traditions of self-ro-
liance, responsibility, and competition that built
this great country.

1¥s about time that parents stand up for their
children and sock alternatives when public
schools not enly can't do the job but show little.
interest in listening to parents about fixing the
problem. When the academic growth of their
children is sacrificed to the lowest common de-
nominator; when their children are prescribed
ritalin insteed of challenge; when the system is
more d with social progr political
correctness, and employees benefits than peado-
mics; when ed p t hi hod
that have been proven failures and roject pro-
grams that Bre proven successes.

Too many parents have too long abdicated
their parental responsibilitics and turned their
children over to the public schools to be raised.
But when parents do attempt to become in-
volved, their attempts oro often ignored,

Ited or worse. When the public schools

serving as Michigan's first three-term g

from 1905 to 1911), Birminghum's John W,
Hunter (whose 1822 housa still stands at Maple
and Southficld roads), Franklin's Dillcenda
Stoughton (who built the county’s first brick
bouze in 1829), Commeree’s James Hoyt (the
coanty's third doctor by 1840), ond Lathrup’s
LotiseLothrup (whose lund purchases in the
1020w set the future dity’s boundaries within
Southfield Townsbip).

Others included Orchand Lake brothiers Hen-
ry Clay Ward (a business tycoon) and Willis
Ward (a land prescrvationist), Southficld's
Hirram Rust (who started a tannery in 1830),
Blonmfield Toamship's Willian Morria (who bo-
came Oakland County's first sberifT in 1820) and
West Bloamfield's Daniel Benjamin (clerted the
townahip's Girst suporvisor in 1834).

‘Aleo Oxford’s Elbridge G. Deming (who bs-
came the tuwn’s finst In 1833),
Clarkston's Linuvs Jayoox (the villege's first set-
tler in 1820), Laka Orion's Stephen Seelny (whio
opened the Lake Orlons Hotel in 1874), Troy's Ri-
wcm(mmdmy-ammm
in ‘w Jehn C. Davis (whose

1827), .
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‘Qakland County) and Ponsiac’s Ricsew Wisnes

no longer serve the needs of their children, par-
enta who care should have options. They should
fiot be dismissed as “authoritarian” and “funda-

Don't knock PP '
& n parent of o 4-year-old in the prepri-
& mary intervention program, fwas
shocked to read tho letter from Harvey
Hoffenblum (Letters, Nov. 9) suggesting that
hopa is checked at the doer.

1 have spent 212 years involved in this pro-
gram. My child haa a speech problem only. He
has an above average 1Q. This program has
done wonders for him. Ho is now spenking .
very well and will be ablo to exit this program "
at the end of this school year.

He may very well need apeech therapy in
kindergarten, but ho has had a head start and
will have no difficulty in communieating with
his peers.

1 doubt this program would accept a child
that needs a little help or a child that is a lit-
tlo immature. Thero are guidelines that need
to be followed by law for a child to qualify.
Children that aro a little behind shoutd be
able to attend kindergarten with a program
c“;:.ll is developmentally apyropriate for every

d.

As a former educator and educational con-
sultant, I have the background to observe and
assees the PPI program, I have found that the
program at Hickory Woods Elementary, with
Debbie Kovancinski, is built on the philosophy

davel tally appropriate activitica for
avery child in tho clessrvom.

1 suggest Mr. Hoffenblum mako an appoint-
ment Lo observe this program and eeo how

mentalist® and somehow less than eapsblo of
heir children's academic .

" “Richard statod his simplistic, narrow, and
limited vision of education in this way: “The idea
afpublicndmohhtamhokidulnvolhnlevnl
of their parents.Wrong, Tim.

well it op 1 have spent moro time than
most parents in the PPI classroom. No one is
movre critical than 1 when it comes to my chil-
dren's educational expericnces and I am more
than pleased with this program. o

The schools have no business concerning

Charise Fulton, Commua:co Township
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