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A caring visionary passes from the S’ﬂd scene

he Detrolt 1ltar

" el howl

T nity will feel the loss of Leonard

8imeons, a Southfield advertis-
ing exocutive and very specinl human
being.

Simons dled recently at the ago of 91,
Always a vislonary, he wrota in hls
book “Stmon Says™: ] betieve that
death is not final, Death is not final if
by virtuo of what I have been ablo to
contribute to the happiness ol others, |
continue ta live in the memory of many
of tho peoplo with whom 1 have been
associated.” And, Bimons sald, if he
reached a ripe old ago, he betiaved o
would be ablo to draw on a rich store-
houso of memory,

Simons dedlcated a largs portion of
tis life leading the way for worthy
causes with good sense and wit. It'an
rare charitable organization, soclal ser-
vleo agency or public commission in
Detroit that doesn’t have his name em-
bedded In Its records as benefactor,

‘What also set Simons apart was his
sincero intercat kn other peaple and his

8! in his concern,
oven to those not fortunata enough to
know him and call him friend.

1 romomber when 1 recoived a phone
call at work from this remarkable man
who ! hadn't had tho pleasuro of mect.
ing. He took tho time to compliment
mo on a column I had written for the
Southficld Eccentric. How many busy
folks would bother to do that? We
chatted on the phone for a few minutes
and [ wanted more than anything to
meet this warm, delightful man,

A friond of mine who was takinga
coutse in creative writing at Wayne
State University had ono of his articles

blished in o daily pop
Simons wrate him a letter, telling him
tiow much he enjoyed hio writing.

‘Wayno State University awarded
Simons an honorary doctarate and
named a building in his honor. Ho was
working on ralsing $5 million for WSU
when he died. Ho aleo wan writing a
follow up to his book of folk wisdem,
*Simons Says.” :

OP leaders don’t

\ hen Democraty ran the Legis-

W Iature, 1 criticized thelr habit

of oporating like union bar-

gaincrs. Billa weren'’t passed on their
merits after thoughtful rescarch by
lawmakers. Ono bill was bargained
sgainst another by a handful of deal-
making leaders. Bills piled up and were
shoved through in a glut duringa
“marathon” scsalon on the last work-
ing day of the year.

Now that Republicans control all,
are things any better?

1 givo Senate majority leader Dick
Posthumus and House Speaker Paul
Hillegonds some credit. Ther is an
oven flaw of work. Individial bills are
judged on thelr merits.

But is it fairer? No.

Let Bill Ballenger, proprietor of the
nside Michigan Palitica newslotter,
describo how Sen. Mat Dunaskiss, R-
Lake Orion, got the Telecommunica-
tions Act through:

*“They {lobbyists for phono compa-

found mysolf thinking a lot about my father

Simons, in tho 19404, got the idea to
ralss monoy to establish the Dotroit
Historical Muscum. Be was a founder
of the Michigan Cancer Foundation
and Sinal Hospital.

When Simons was in his late 708 ho
said, “I'm getting used to my own form
of retirement — the time when a man
goes from ‘Who's Wiio” to “Who's he?' "
But Simons never retired from life.

His book was published on his 80th
birthday. He had worked tirclesaly to

improve legislat

nies) developed — with D kias's
approval — a strategy that called fora
scrics of mind-numbing and meaning-
Icss public hearings that delayed
unveiling the octual bill, crafted be-
hind closed doors by the senator’s
staff. Even lawmakers on Dunaskiss's
committee were In the dark on key ag-
pects of the legislation until they first
saw it in October.™

Note the pattern: 1) generalized pub-
lic input, 2) a specific, ideology-laden
bill crafted in secrecy, 3) brief public
hearings on a very complex bill and 4)
a fast track through tho Legislature.

We turn now to Rep. Martha Scott,
D-Highland Park, opposing the welfare
reform bills:

*“This legislation hos been railroaded
through the legislative process. More
timo is needed to study an issue as
complex an this and the impacts this
Jegialation will have on the many indi-
vidunls, especiatly single women and
children. . . Thoy deserve thoughtful,

‘Death with dignity’ is
becoming more remote

honest deliberation and a healthy de-
bate.”

Though much needed, the welfare re-
form bills, the biggest change in the
system in 30 years, were rammed the
House in a fow weeks, Those aren’t
five-day weeks, Committees meet once
a week. The bills went through the full
House in one session of just & couple of
hours.

‘We come now to the schoal code. The

.
rescarch and preserve Detroit's history *
and donanted thousands of books on
tho subject to the Detroit Public Li-
brary..

He was a vociferous reader. Bestdes
poring over books, he must have read
avery nowspaper published in Oakland
and Wayno County.

* Simons made a lot of speeches for o
varicty of organizations and causes, Ho
always combined wit and humor with
serious matters,

- In atalk sponsored by the Sister- .
hood of Templo Beth E, he shared his -

* impressions of mainland China.

.“How I became a maven on Red Chi-
na in 16 days can be explained in one
word ~ pretend. Pretend you know
more than you do,” he said. “I didn’t
take a camera because § take what are
called *Mario Antolnette pictures.’ I
usually cut off the heads. ] have a 25
minute talk on mainland China that
will take 45 minutes, I lose my place 2

. place and received an order of Merit *-.

-| through a brief telephono conversatlon,

lot.”

Senate Education C

ive process

e
e

Simons raised money to help restore;
Antoine de la Motho Cadiliac’s bisth-»wi
from France, . 4

Eighty-four of his fricnds responded
to His appenl for funding the restora-
tion. One contributor sent a note that
read, *I can't tum you down, But I'vo =+
come to the conclusion that knowing — £
Leonard Simons is an impoveriehing _—3‘

<

v

_experience.” .

“
Knowing Leonard Simons, even

to me was an enriching expericnco. k
have never forgotten his kindness,
in ono of hia talks, Simons sald, °

**You might lika to know that my wife,”" "
Harriette, has already picked out the ' "
c¢pitaph for my tombstone. It’s going to*'.~
rcad, *Here lies Leonard Simons —
gone to another meeting’. "

H

City-watcher Jockie Klein writes a '
weehly column for the Southfield Fe-
eentric.

ed extensive hearings on the general
subject all around the state, I covered
one in Farmington where 18 or more
people spoke. Chairman Leon Stille, R-
Spring Lake, and the panel gave the
impression they were listening.

The new school code was quictly
crafted, unveiled, and jammed through
committee in just a couple of sessions.
1t looked nothing whatsoever like what
people talked about in the hearings. It
was rammed through the Senate in two
scssions.

»Schools of choice™ went through
even faster. It was a sloppily-crafted
work that invites districts to “skim”
the best students and athletes from
neighboring districts. It would allow
parents to Bhift their kids to practice
discrimination, Unlike the Minnesota
“choice” law, it made no provision for
transportation, cousing critics to
charge it was designed only for tho rich.

1t requires a parent to give no reason —

| or otherwise — for shiftin,

akid. M
Stille held one hearing, pretended to, |
listen but never lifted a finger to repaiy **
the multitudinous flawa. s
To cclebrate this new brand of ideo~" 7.7
logical rush job, I have written anew * -~
verse to tho tune of “Take Mo Qutto
the Ball Game.” o
Take me down to the Senate, g
Where ram and jam is the game.
Rip up the school code and sunshine
lows,
Ladle the money to Grand Rapids’ jaws.
We will Bend the rules for polluters. '’
Our highways and roads are a shame.
For it's wham! bem! ram and jam
In the Sen-ate'’s game..

B

Thete is one consolation: term lim-
its. Current committce chairs won't be iy
in office 20 years, like Mack, Jandahl , ...
and Jacobetti, and become so jaded.

Tim Richard reports on the local im- "
plications of state and regional eventa.

! and my mothor over the Thankegiving week-

end.

Part of my reflections were happy, filled with
bright memorfes of my father’s carving turkey
and tho smell of my mother's pumpkin pie bak-
ingin the oven.

Part, however, wero sad. Both my parents
dled, a couple of years apart, just beforo
Thanksgiving. They died at home, more or lean
at peace and with dignity. In fact, I remember
vivldly my father’s saying to me, just a week
before ho passed away: “I'm not afrald to dle.
I've had a good }ife and a long life, and it's time
togo.” .

But for most poople, it's hani to die with dig-
nity those days. .

‘That's the disturbing messago of a major
study published in the Journal of tho American
M Aasociation just before Tl gving.
Tt found that after years of discussion about the
right to die with dignity, neatly half of terminal-
Jy ifl people in America still die alone, In pain,

* or haoked to mochanicsl rospirators against

thelr wishea. .

In pasticulat, ths study calls into question,
the offoct of Living Wills, "Do Not Resuscitato”
orders and other dovices intended to give pa-

B tieats more say [n how to end thelr lives. Al-

B though it s been 25 years sinco the living will
B movement bogan, the study concludes that such
B rafoquards ggalnst unwanted medical treatment
b offar virtually no protectlon. .

B Nearly one-third of paticnts In the study, for

B ezample, did not went to be resuscitated in the
% cvont of e crinls. But loss than half of thelr doc-

¥ tors knew of thelr preference.

Worse, a follow-up study showed that even
B aforan intensive program to improve commu-

i nications about proferences in dying. thero was
B asentlally no changs In tho ways patlenta died.
“I'ho results , . ' shocked mo,” sald Dr. Wil-

# Jiam Knaus, s coordinator of the study.

My parenta offer a case in point. They hada
fino and earing doctor, who knew and sndorsed
tholr wishes ta dle with dignity at homo. Living
Will documents ware drawn up and repoatedly
I ‘amended to keop up with constant leginlative

B changes. They had to be algnod and posted on
I tha refrigerator door, together with tha doctor's
trdar not to resuscitate.
But §¢ was a constant atruggle. The fear, of
‘course, wras that some nurss or ambulance toch-
‘Riclan, wotivated by a compelling misture of
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wish to help and fear of a lawsuit, would insert
a breathing tube or an IV, “Once that happens,”
the doctor warned, “I'm not entirely cortain we
can ever legally got them out, even though that's
what thay want, that's what you want, and

that's what I want to do.”
Part of the problem ia that doctors and
nurses, hospitals and EMS technicians sro

trained to make patients well, not to counacl
and cornfort them as they die. Another factor is
the d d in medical technol
that make it possible to save patients from eris
aca that would have kitled them only a fow years
ago. And tho pervasiva Infestation of medicine
with fears of malpractico lawauits cannot be
ovorstated.

1t's exactly this troubling situation that has
led ta such intorost in physician-nasisted sui-
cido, s practiced in Michigan by Dr. Jack
Kevorkian. In the mind of a person about to die,
tho arguiaent has a certain ologant togic: If most
peoplo are going to die in pain and without dig-
nity, and if tha medicol eystom — and legal sya-
tom, for that matter — don’t respond much ta
the wishes of peapls about to dia, why not finda
doctor who is willing to holp out?

Most physicians I talk to aro appalled at Dr.
Kovorkion's antics, And many want to do what
thoy can to help tholr pationts die with dignity
in the manner and place of their choosing.

.But most are frustrated at an incroasingly
complex medical syatem that has failed to
adapt to the realitles of the times, and and thoy
aro outraged at a legal system through which

Just one misatep by a doctor trying to follow tho )

wishes of a patlent can lead to a malpractica
‘caga that could ruin a carser, .

-'Phil Powsr is chalrman of the company that
owns this newspoper, His Touch-Tone woice
mall number is (313) 953-2047, Ext. 1880.
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" SEMIFANNUAL CLEARANCE EVENT

Right naw, our entire stock of dearance shoes are an extra 10% - 603 offour original
low prices for a to! savings of 28% - 80% off department store regular prices.
All your favorite brand names. Look for special color coded aags.

They've gotta go!

WHERE THE ONLY THING BIGGER
THAN THE SAVINGS 1S THE SELECTION>
SOUTHFIELD + TEL-TWELVE MALL
('I'EI.EGRA.FII{ID&TWELVE MILE ROAD) + 350-8500
. Y

+ 3635 ROCHESTER RD.

' (BETWEEN BIG BEAVER & WATTLES RD)) + 00
_ M.W,TH. E SAT 109, SUN 12-5 (SUN 12:6 IN TROY) + CLOSED TUES FOR RESTOCKING

689-28




