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000 18
an OWL?

n‘OWL'is anyono who is intorcated in

tho welfare of mid-lifo and elder women, 1

first learned about tho OWL organization
aver 15 years ago in The Grosso Pointe News,
shortly after becoming a young widow with five
children,

1 was so imp d with the ization's
goals of equality and security for women whose
once bright, secure future suddenly becomes
bleak and scary, that 1 joincd tho cast sido chap-

ter,

Not long afterward, when I moved to Farm-
ington Hilla to be noarer my mother, & newly
married daughter, and two younger daughtors

ding Michigan State Univernity, I sought
out the Farmington chapter of OWL, where I've
been o member cver aince.

Although ‘OWL' is a clever abbreviation for
Older Women's Leogue, there is @ misconception
that it is an organization for older women only.
Nothing could be further from tho truth.

OWL ia both intergender (there are many
..male bers) and i fonal. Itis this -
] IntArgenczzlional awarinees that is crucinl to -
» } + sehlevemont of OWL's gdals, for QWL nceds tho

- fsture of dignity and woll-being for them as they
- reach midlife and beyend. . - Lo D
N " Prevently, n woman's marital status is o pre-
. dictor of rotl t income, 1ly, older
- pArried womon arg the most economlcally a0«
- «cure, Howevar, for far too many American

-1+ intercst and enargies of young women ta securea - |,

@he Farmington Observer

Past the visitor's room, ovary-
thing is frugal and simplo. There
ure no radios. The only nowspapor in
a sma!l clip from the Wall Streot
Journal,

Of course, thero aro no rostau-
rants, No moviea. Tolevigion is lim-
ited to roligious airings, such as the
Popo'a vigit to New York City carller
this year.

Even the food at meals ia sparso,
sometimes porridge, a baked potato
or loRovers. Thoey don't visit with
ono another and whila thoy eat,
scripturo passages and interprota-
tions are rond. A picnic on the
grounds is considcred an oxciting

COMMUNITY LIFE
Clovstored ruceres ek a Sl a}/ e

outing.

A bleak and dreary oxistenco?
Not according to the nuns who
talked to the Obsorver during two
recent visits.

“The life is o puradox,” said Sls-
tor Mary Thomns who woars 2 beep-
or on her bolt near o large brown
rosary, Ironically, the touch of mod-
orn tochnology helps eliminate an
intorcom systom and maintain the
quict,

“All thosc negatives,” sho contin-
ued. “Tho matorialitics are not what
makes you happy in the long run.
It’s being at peaco with yoursoll and
God. Tho things that we give up nro

not the essentinle, Peoplo can't bo-
liove we can be so happy in this life,
which is nat to soy we den't havoe tri.
als, but bocause wa are growing in
the Lerd, tho joy comen in the midst
of the sacrifico.”

Thoy're dresacd In full whito and
btuck habits, Their smiles aro peace-
ful and constant as they tell ebout
thoir lives in tho monastery and
their reasons for choosing tho Do-
minlcan cloistored order.

Sister Mary Paul had a playful
smilo and a roelaxed manner as she
explaincd how she never imngined
sho would becomo a nun. Sho cn-
tored the monastery in 1883,
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“A lot of people say: ‘Why aro you:
locklng yourself up? 1 loft o possible;
carcor, husband and family,” she,
said, "Thero renlly i a calling. It's;
that fundamental faith, belicl and:
trangconded values that make Jt:
possible. :

»When I waa in high school I
didn't hear a lot of cpcouragoment
to bocomo a nun. I'm an oddity,
among my friends. I was a typical
product of my generation. I was ot
the university. I enjoyed porties and'.
nightlife.” o

‘And she laved pretty clothes. But
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¥goman, retirement signals the beginning ofder -
ation sfter a Ufetime ofhard work. -
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arates.them from the public seated on the other side of the altar, .

Lifs of prayer: :C'Ioistcmd Dorﬁinican nuns at the Mohastefy _df the Blessed Sacrament sing during Mass. A wall of glass sep-.
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 You'rt invited to visit, shap and enjoy the S
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Please call (313) 591-2380
for more information
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_ Breathtaking Jewelry... Astonishing Prices
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