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Nuns from page 13A

evorything changed one day when
ahe was praylng, for what she do-
acribed as an important cause, in
her room at a Canadian unlvensi-

ty.

“l suddenly knew beyond a
doubt that thoero s an Absoluto —
that God is — and 1 knew every:
thing exlnted In relation to God. 1
knew 1 would bo a nun and what
kind of nun. The flrst five years |
was horo, [ was in ahock, becauso
1 couldn't bellove it. It's such a
fantastlc thing. It's not an casy
1ife to live, but what lifo is casy?"

She sald she misses her Cana-
dian homelend and acclng hor
niccos and nephewas.  Later, she
edded Big Macs and fronch fres
to the lst.

“This life Is God's gift to us”
she sald. “That thought perine-
ates mo. It's tho last thing I ever
planned or deserved.”

Sister Mory Trinity said there
are nights when she wakes up and
says to hersclf, almost in shock,
that she can't believe aho's there,

] fecl very blessed In thislife,”
she added cxplaining that she en-
tered the monastery when sho was
40. She was teaching st o nearby
Montessori school and passed the
monastery regularly. “I decided to
como to Mass here,” sho eaid add-
ing that she (elt comfortable and
at home.

Blesscd Sacrament chapol is
open to the publlc. However, the
cloistered nuns are separated by a
clearglass wall.

Today, theso nuns live In the
second.-largest Dominican cloister
in tho Unlted States, At Bleased
Sacrament, the women range in
ngo from 33 to 95 years old. Two
nuns, Sister Mary of the Vislta-
tion and Sister Mary of the Pure
Heart, are 90 years old and identi-
col'twins, They wero professional
photographers before they entered
tho' monastery,

However, women aro cntering
the monastery later than In the

lege and leaving & job. To bo a
clolstered Dominlcan nun, you
must have physlcsl and mental
health, b a Roman Cathollc and
single. Oddly enough, candidatea
need to bo soclal.

“Peoplo who live llfe are the
ones who do the best In cloistered
fife,” Sister Mary Thomas said.
“Pgople who try to escape from
1ife wouldn't maks It here.”

A rocent phenomonon I that
older women wero applying and
sometimes they have had fami-
lles, according to Sister Mary
Trinity.

“QOur community has decided
not to sccept women with grown
children, because it's very diffi-
cult for them to leave them,” she
sal
The future of the cloistorsd or-
der 1n tenuous, howsver, because
fewer women are entering and
many of the nuns ara elderly.
Their virtuous llfeatyls, they bo-
Hove, has a positive effect on the
world. They help to balance the
scales of evil with thele goodneas,
prayora and devotion. The public
is Invited to call & hotline with
thelr requesta for prayer, 810-626-
82563.

There have been times people
call and say they have cancer, ac-
cording to Siater Miriam. Theyll
go in for tests and there are no
more migns of the discase. The
nuns often hear that prayers are
answered.

Each day is planned and like
overy other day. Thoy awaken at 6
a.m., then have moming prayer,
private prayer, celebration of the
Euchariat, mid-moming prayer,
breakfast and work periods, which
Involvo general houss upkeep and
caring for tho sick nuns in the
menastery.

At mid.day, they have prayer,
unch, a short recreation peried,
reat, reading, study and work,
They pray, have dinner and an.
other recreation period is followed

the chepel ensures tho sacra-
ments are pever Jeft unattended.

Por most, the monastery is the
only way of life they know or ro-
member. Sister Mary Margaret
entered tho monastery when sho
wan 18,

“I've hoen hero 30 somo yoars,”
she mold looking much younger
than hor sge. “I folt 1 wanted to
give my lifo to God. 1 dodlcated It
to him In something that was not
active work, llke teaching, and
found [t In liturgical praying and
perpetual adoration.”

Bister Mary Elizabeth was born
nand lived In the Netherlands,

“I had to suppert my parcnts
untll I wan 30 years old,” she sald,
“] wanted to come into the relig-
ious life and I wos very much fm-
prosssd by the Dominican 8is-
tore.”

After World War Il eho was
sent to Canada to help establish o
new group of Dominican nuns,
She was later sent to Michlgzn. A
Dominican order was blished
1n Detroit in 1906 and (n 1966 the
monestery was moved to Farm-
ington Hilla,

Most people don't sce all the
good in the world, Sister Mary
Paul sald.

In God's goodness and mercy
there will be those, like the Do-
minlcan nuns, who prafoo bim
and this maintains the balance
between good and evil, Siater Mir-
{am sald. “He provides vocationa
in the world to praise him, to bal-
anco out the evila and without
that, tho world would bo lost.”

In the end goodness will win,
Sister Mary Margaret aeid. /

""We do aense that there'is very
little in society at large to support
Christian values,” she soid. “In a
sense [ think that our presence,
being here on this comer at 13
Milo and Middlebelt, that there is

a witnesa that there [s something

ell'l; other than success and pow-

er.
Rose Butler contributed to this

past, usually after attending col- by night prayer. A night vigil in  story.
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