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By MARY QUINLEY
Sravia Wartee

Rudolph, the glowing red-nosed
pickle, made a guest appearance

ﬁ Need a Break? You nead the

Park Place Hotel
1n Traverse City!
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H Reservation: 1-800-748-0133
\ 1

*Par room,
) par oooht plutsan
Must Dresent iha od }
Bosed on wvailability

Not opoleabie o grouey
G A e THRIFEY FerTN

Relax, shop, dine, be enternained. A
! Now through December 17, 1993
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No kidding! The Christmas Pic

at last year's {eativul. Some years,
the pea-green-faced Saint Pick-
feus arrives in a alclgh. The pa-
rade-watchera love them both.

TROY NEW YEARS
CELEBRATION
Qe Pex ol 2EE
82695

Celebrate the New Year in

one of cur | 3 $iTes

it breaifat i 1595

Docaurresr
Guast Strrzs Horet
Trov

850 T Deive

Dableree . 2 Dok

Tiwo New Years Packages Guaranteed
T Bring You Sweet Dreamo.

Sperd the rizht with us and celebrate the New Yeara at Doubletree!

B10-879.7300 @P

DOUBLETREE

Sweet Deeams
1-800-222-TREE

Cat Qs Senies s e Doatrss Guet Saten
[ i ad

SOUTHFIELD NEW YEARS
EXTRAVAGANZA

$225" e
Seart with one of our huxurioos
suites and a chilled bottle of
champagne, Next. an clegant
e for two. Enjey B enter-

Tt

For the fourth vo sen-
san, the tiny community of Ber-
rion Springs, prepares to celebrate
the Christmns Pickts Festival the
first weekend in Decomber.

Some people snicker at the
mentlon of combining pickles and
Christmas. Not so in thia south-
west Michigan comer — an area
boasting a long history of plci;lc

P o
numbering just shy of 1900, take
thelr plckles soriously.

“Weo are the Christmas Pickla
Capltal of the world, recognized
by the Pickle Packers Interna-
tioral,” said Glen Umlnawica, di-
rector of the Berrien County His-
tarical Association.

Why the pickle craze? Uml-
nowicz oxplalns, “Fruits and veg-
etables were used long beforo
store bought ormnmenta came into
existence. A Christmas plckle is a
blowm-glass ormament based on a
Germon tradition dating back to
the lato 189Cs. Parents would
hide the ornament on Christmas
Eve in the tree. The first child to

find the plckle received an extra ®

present from St. Nicholas.”
Pickle jars, labeled with the
names of candidates running for
Grand Dillmeister, are emptied of
theiz moniea prior to the festival

kend. Wil the salt-and-pep:
per bearded Duke of Dill once
again win the prestigious position
of leading the town's Christmas
parede? In the past, he has
mazched along tho streets, pasa-
ing out plckles-on-a-stick to the

crowd,

Or will Holty D. Pickle be the
first woman to upact the pickle
cart and relgn as Grand Dillmels-

kle Feéfi%ral is just abbu

ter? Holly's hand-crafted apecial-
ties consist of plckle-shapod
wooden cars and trectors, ond a
“plcklesmile™ used to halp relieve
that holiday frenzicd-focling.
"Tako the kids to hear hor read the
atory “Stop That Pickiol” at the
community library and the town’s
Little Bakery.

Share a chocolate covered plck-
le or savor the Pollsh dil} pickle

‘My Favorite Year’

but could use a bit of polish

Village Ployers present "My Fa-
vorite Year' 8 pm. weekends to
Dec. 9, ot the playhouse 752
Chestnut St., Birmingham. Tich-
ets $12, students, $10. Call (810)
852-8941

*Tis the season to be jolly, and
the Village Players of Blrming-
ham are doing their part by atag-
ing the musical comedy version of
“My Favorite Year,” di
Steve Tadevic. The backstage
nostalgia play could eparkle even
more merrily, should just a dab of

polish find Ita way to the right
places.

“My Favorite Year" Ia tho story
of com writer Benjy Stone
yed by Juy Kaplin), who' in
1054 {a assigned a special task.
Ho is to keep bis boyhood idel,
Alan Swann (Warren Reldecker),
sober long enough to perform on

TRAM

Aoddi

{7 read

aausage. Attend the tros-lighting 3

ceromony OF PRNCRRE t
Don't misa the parade on Bunday,

Tour the 1839 Courthouse Mu- |4
seum, Michigan's oldeat court. i
house, one of four historie butld.
Ings within & block of each other
neat downtown. Bring the camers ¥
and take your picture bahind |
bars. 0

sparkles,

ho sings hard to discorn — hir @
soinge portrayal of the fadlngetar @'
in Irrealstible aoyway. Just the
right measure of ham maskes it
downeight deliclous. Plcturs
something between the slegance
of Ronald Colman and the ¢wink.
1y eyed saitiness of John Mahon.
ey, and you will heve Relneckor's
Swann.

da H: 11 as the quintes-

, this
turns out to ba a daunting one.
The has-been swashbuckler
Swann s hell-bent not on merely
falling off the wagon; he (s bound
and ined to leap from it.

an uPc.em'ln; live TV shiow, Not
y t

GOLD MERT

For Information Please Call

3
%%(sw) 399-95-SKI

Jay Kaplin as
the alightly twer-
| py Benjy hes a

kind of starry-
oyed quallty that
serves him well
here, plus energy
2 that bubbles up
and spills out all
" B over, lending not

just dynamism
crgﬂu to his character,
—e———— but to the pro-
duction as well, nince he s so of-
ten in the spotlight. His singing
talents cutahine his ability as n
comle, but not serfously so, More
than that, he can wear a 50s bow
tie with all the goofy aplomb of a
Robert Q. Lowis.

As Swann, Reldecker displays
enough fatal charm to nuke Man-
hattan. No matter that his slng-
ing volce is papery and the words

ez, party b
drop. And on New Years Day,
Eruach for two. Ask about our
ther New Years packages!
Devareras
Gezsy Svrmes Hores
Scuniia
28100 Franklin R4
810-336.2000
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| ACAPULCOjim

12/23. 7 nts. $319.90
Hyatt Regency: $879.90

1/6.1320.7 s $199.90
Hyatt flegency: $499.90

ARUBA/~

12730, 7. 14 rts.  $299.90

1/6,13.20. 7 tits. $299.90
Theo 14 Resort: $629.90

CANCUN,,.,

129, 7 rds. $169.90
Aquamarina: 2 for $799.80

12/23. 7 s $340.90

Hote's frorn $749.90

12/30; 14 nis. $169.90

1/6.1320. 7 i3, $169.90
Hotots from $439.90

DENVER w

1214.11:4,7, 14 rt3.  $99.90
$2/18, 1/5; Tnte. . $169.90
12/20: 7 ots. * $190.90

§ LAS VEGAS /ne
12/2122:3ns,.  $169.90.
E . Madmimpatal: $269.90 .

FT, LAUDERDALE fon }

B3 ogntrars o bios Dowet Unve Sete frews we frivd and ORI 13 rwecia o #iy S Caud €

atvale

12/16.18, 9/1. 7 nts.  $169.80
12/22,25.29; 7els.  $249.50
178.15.22; 7 'or 14 nts. $119.90 §
1/5.12,19,26; 7814nts $139.80 ¥
Saturdays in January $109.90 B

ORLANDO /.,
1277,8; Tor 14 nis. $119.90 K
12/18,7 nis. $119.96

12/15,20,30,31; 7 nts, $169.20
12/3.10. 7 ots. $149, ;!
$249.90 N

127202122
174 Southbound $99.95 8
(1-way fight) .
SARASOTA fiw .
12/77,14: 7 pis. $115.90 §
4
FTAMPA from |
12/9; 7 o 14 rits. $119.90 B
12/20. 7 nis. s240.60 M
12/22; 6 s, $260.20 W
FT. MYERS /o i
1209 70c14nls.  $919.90 §
12/18.29. 7 nts. $169.90 &
12/25. 7 nis. $279.90 N
1/1.8,15,22, N
4,7.110c14nts.  $120.90 B
8T. PETE t
M327, 7 nts, $129.90 §

It's your lucky day, because Las Vegas s
just $219 roundtrip. Your travel must be
completed by March 15, 1996, giving you
plenty of time to get rolling. Scats are
Jimited and a S-day advance purchase Is
nequired. For even more value, ask about

$219 roundtrip

to LasVegas
BNorthwest

WoridVacations.

With a deal like this, you're already a winner.

our Northwest WorldVacations™ packages
that combine alr fare and acpommodations
in once casy, moncy-saving step. But don't
walt too long. You may not get this lucky -~
again. Call your travel agent or Northwest
WorldVacations at 1-800-800-1504.
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sentlal Jowleh mother is o pasty
unto herecll, Mark Hammell as
the “caliph of comedy,” King Kal.
ser, has his bolsterous momenta.
And lovely Cathy Abelson playlng
Benjy's love Interest, K.C., knowa
how to deliver a song. Stephznis
L. Hindmaroh, cost as a member
of the TV wrilipg team, shows she
can really wow an xudience, espe-
cially with a tambourinb. . .. |

A mostly unwieldy chorua naver
quite gets off the ground, often
making the stage nppear
cluttered, rather than pleasingly
lively. A few of the chorus mem-
Lers perform as if they aro under-
rehearsed.

Music director Joan Bowes and
her orchestra try not to
overwhelm the thinner singing
vu'i:!t! but they don’t ulways suc-
ceed.

Peripherals  aro  inconsistent
too. Lighting repestedly soems
just ona stcp off the action. Sets
appear overly flimay, although the
cartoonish colors and flavor of the
backdrop ara certainly spropos.
Some close attentlon to costum-
ing bas been paid along the way,
down to the jewelled zweaters,
white “shorty” glaves, and the
aforcmentioned bow ties — all
suthentle relics of the mad mid-
fiftics.

In this production, wher per-
formers peich at the odge of the
atage [or a chat, most of the audi-
ence loses eight of thom. In the
process, soinetimes it’s also difll-
cult to hear what they're ssying. —

Victoria Diax reviews books and
theater for the Observer & Eccen.
tric Newspopers. -
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