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STAYY PHOTOS BY BHAROK LEMIEUX

Skilled communlcator: At right, Doreen Joseph communi-
cates with a laptop computer that reads a message aloud.
Above, Dorcen poses with her mother Marilyn Joseph.

Adult ed grad eﬁes ods

By JiLL HOCKMAN
HTAYY WRITEX

Some 18 years ago, then-teen-
ager Dorcen Joseph was seriously
injured in on puto accidont that
left her comatoso for maro than a
year, Doctors said she wouldn't
survive.

They were wrong. But when Jo-
seph’ finally pulled out of th

from farily and friends — she is
8 34-year-old Southfield woman
who writes poctry and helps a
nephew with hia homework,

And Joseph recently finluhed
her high school course reguire-
ments through Farmington Adult
Education’s High School Comple-
tion program. She maintained o
4.0 grado point average through-
out thet

coma, her limbs were p
and she couldn't speak. Joseph'a
mother asked one doctor about re-
habilitation.

“"You're trylng to beat Jife into a
plece of dead wood,” the doctor
sald.

Onco agaln, Joseph has proven
those doctors wrong. Today — af-
ter yeara of therapy and support

Joseph ia still a quadraplegic
and still can't speak. But she can
move one of her fingers, which she
uses to operate & switch connect-
od to a special compyter that she
uses for writing. Tho same com-
puter haa a volce mechanism that
she can use to *'talk.”

Her latest accomplishment:

recognition
office. Joseph was one of 26 stu-
dents from throughout the state
who were honored recently st the
Governor's Education Honor Roll
Awards Luncheon at the Univer-
ity of Michigan,

The event was part of “Invest-
ing in Ablllty Week,” that pro-
motes the employment of people
with disabllities.

1 felt very honored and thrilled
that | was chosen,” Joseph wrote
on her computer when asked
about the event. "And that not
only had I finished my classes but
that my counselor and teachers
realleed how hard I had to work.
1t was wonderful.” .

Terry Leland, who heads Farm-

rom the governor’s -

ington Cominunity Schoot, nomi-
nated Joseph for the honor. “She
was a very conscientious atudent

. . I think she supplied a very
positive rols model to the other
students,” Leland said. *After the
firat class she took, it really was a
very easy transition.”

*I'm glad that wo tried this. It
would have been very easy to say,
1 don't think we can accommo-
date this," Leland said. “Sho's o
bright girl, and very hardworking
and very determined. 1 am very
proud that we have her here.”

Joseph's mother, Marilyn, said
the whole family is proud of her.

“She was golng to go back to
school and prove that it was pos-
sible. Sho wanted to show every-

with sterling marksg

body that this was something she
couid do,” Marilyn Joseph said.

But it was also hard work, ac-
cording to Dorcen Joseph, cape-
cially when [t came to science
classes. English classes were casi-
cr, she said.

“Being back in ‘school was
strange. It wes as [f 1 never leRt in
a way . . . only most of the stu-
dents were older like me. The old-
er ones were serious about their
work and tried net to stare. The
younger ones just ignored me."

She got in trouble one day for
laughing so hard that the entire
classroom erupted in laughter.

“That made everyone clae
aware that I cauld enjoy things
too, ond they became meore curi-

oun ond friendly,” she said. o

Dareen Joseph said she fins .
sshed high school with help froin N
her friends, family and teachers, |
A friend who served en a inter-:
preter attended classes with her .
cvery doy, and her mother read’
books to her “because my cyes::
double on me when I get tired,”;
she said. s

“My dad fixed my computer,
which kept breaking down, and ;
read my papers. My sister encour- |
sged me and we both studied to: ;
gether. Sometimes all my sisters ©
and 1 studied together, and the:l
room was filled with Jow mum-
bling voices. That's together- .
ness.” o

Happy Hollday Huntingl

anta Claus will arrive in downtown Farm-
ington Saturday, Dec, 2 — and with him,
hopefutly, will came loads of Christmas

spirit.
Santa will alight from a helicopter at 11 a.m.
] day ot the D Farm} nter,
Farmington Road and Grand River, accompanied
by the Farmington High marching band, tokick *
off the third-snnual “Holiday Hu::ung.‘"
ped av a femily/multi-cult

Deoveloped

Hotiday Huntl leb the D b
days from around the world through performances,
educational sctivities and & “treasure hunt”
through downtown Parmingtos.

Children will receive fun activity eheets and
trinkets relating to holidays such s Christmas,
Helr_\:khb. Kv(un'ia. Dawall ,a‘nd Boxing Day.

o

FARMINGTON FOCUS

An open greenhouse

cRarland Florist and Greenhouses will

hold & hollday open housc Friday-Sunday,

Dec. 1-3, at the busincss, 28916 Grand
River, Farmington Hills.

Hours will be 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sundny. Decorat-
Ing tips, special d(scounts and entertainment will
bo offered. Call 474-0750 for more Information.

Kosher food pantry

ho recently-renovated Farmington Hills
branch of Credit Unlon ONE is a donation
those in need in metropolitan

site for Yed Ezra, a kosher food pantry for
Detroit.
The facility, formerly Covenant Credit Union, Is
located ut 31600 W. 13 Mile Road.
c Tho credit unllon istade up 0[2.500 former

L u-
thority encourages attendecs to bring thoir holiday
packages to the tent in the center parking lot. Vol.
unteers from Team Farmington, the local Special
Olymplca group, will wrep gifts fora norzinal dos

nation.
Canned food to benefit the needy will be accopt-
ed ot tho Civic Theater, where  freo movie will bo

who ployees of the or-
K 1ons belonging to the Jewleh C {3
Council of Motropolitan Detroit and members of
B'nal B'rith lodges, chapters and units in Michi-

an. .

“Wo are proud to be a mamber of the Farming-
ton Hil's community,” sald Andrew Dally, mena-
ger of the local branch. “Aswo do In each of our
locations, we look forward to participating in
Farmi Hillsand 1 ing active in the com-

ahown.

Getting around town will bo casy an s clasaic
trolloy that'll run hout the shopping dis-
tricts, There also will be fres tours of tho Farming-
ton Historical Museum, strolling Dickens
carolers, Kwaanza candle lightings and coropli-

,mentary hot cocon.

Flysrs -bowh':x lcﬂmplah schedules and activie
ilable ind P mer-

es are

chants, at the city halls and libraries. For mora
{nformation, call the Downtown Event Hotline at
473.7283.

Hl, this is Santa

rea yaungsters will be abls to tell Santa
A what they want for Christmas thankstoa

North Pole Hotline sponsored by the Farm-

1§} Services,

ts 8 10 town Wednesday, Dec. 13, Lo
telephone the kida with hollday wishes and to n-
quiro as to thelr Christmas wishes, Calls will be
mods betwesn 4:30-8pm.  *

To register a child, stop by the Farmington Hills
Department of Spscial Bervices, in hack of the
Fills City Hall st 11 Mile and Orchard Lako
roads, and fill cut a form by Monday, Dec. 11.

Por more information, call 474-8115.

Sam's people shine T
T hroughout the fall, Sam’s Club of Farming-
i M- gy Cheryl Cook, Jonl Schatko and tony

(M take sovsral

dyatrophy. Lo
CTh ) sold sod, white and blue stars
:pFXot:oWny ‘Lawis Labor Dey on,” .

ton Hills has encouraged employses such
Hugh o partio
Iu:- :golp local families cops with muscu!
T
a8 well a3 popeormn cmdyoalhémkmd-.Mul-

s

L Dr. Solorson Cogan, a Basa’s Club mem-
el chiropreci s fon

1
munity.’ .

They're on hoard
our Parmington Hills resldenta have been
appointed to city boards and commissions
by the city coundil.

Dante DiVitto and Mary Lou Barnard were
named to the Commiesion on Aging for terms ox-
plring Feb. 1, 1897, Gail Haynes and George Sarki-
slan were appointed to the Committes to Increass

Votor Participation, Thelr terms expire Fob. 1,
1998,

Memeory Lang .
From the Dec. 1, 1955 edition of the Farmington
Entorprise

@ A firs complotaly destroyed tho ‘Wrigley super-
imorket ot Grand River and Elght Milo Road,
causing $600,000 in damsges.

@ The Farroington-Livonia Bentley basketball
geme waa to have been the first official event in
Farmington High Bchool's now gympasium.

A Attraction st tho Civic Thester was “The Fight-
ing Kentucklan,” atarring John Wayne and Philip

Dorn.

B Froe U.S. Savings Stampa were offered at Farm-
ington Msats, 33419 Grand River, whore home
smokod pig hocks wore advertised at 29 cents a

poun
& Short Itom; “Success nowadays is making roora
money to pay the taxes you ‘would not be pplm i

you had not made so much money al
Items for Farmingtors Focus may be matled to
i Obsarver, 33411 Grand River,

Farmington 48335 faxed to 477-972%; ordropped
off at the ne: 7ioe. For the computer U

wapaper office.
terate, the Internet E-mall address is:
X Y h

tothe D;

. . Ay
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HOLIDAY HOURS
336 W. MAPLE RD. » BIRMING!

MONDAY - SATURDAY, 8:30 AM TO 8 PM

SUNDAY, NOON TO 8 PM,
PHONE: 0£4-800C » FAX: 848-
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