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THEATER

JET’s ‘Diary of An

“The Diary of Anne Frank™
Aaron  DeRoy Theatre, Jewish
Community Center, 6600 West
AMaple, West Bloomfield, through
Dec. 17, Call (810) T58-2900 or
(310) 645-6666 for tickets, show
times.

BY CATHIE HREIDENBACH

Hrici Wi s

The Jewish Ensemble The-
utre's paweeful end vibrant pro-
duction of “The Diary of Anne
Frank,” revives her story after
weveral decades in the theatrical
uttic. The drama, adopted from
the diaries of 13-year-old Anne
Frank. depicta the life of eight
Jews in hiding for over two ycars
in a cramped Amstendam uttic
during World Wae I

During daylight hours, they
whispered, walked in  stocking
feet, couldn’t flush the toilet, and
froze in fear every time they heard
the cerio wail of sirena or the
sound of soldiers marching in the
street — until the day the aoldives
came for them. After the war,
Anne's father, Otto Frank, the
only sueviver of the eight who
shared the attic, discovered
Anne's dinry and published it.

Critics acclaimed the touching
human face it brought to the his-
tory of the holocaust. Frances
Goodrich  ond  Albert  Hackett
adopted “The Diary of Anne
Feank™ for the Broadway stage
where it enjoyed a long, successful

run.

‘The Jewish Ensemble Theatre
production of the Goodrich and
Hackett play, directed by Pat An-
suini, brims with tensions, bick-
ering. laughter, and mundane
frustrations intensified by captiv.
ity and fear. Julie Van Dusen par-
trays Anne not as a soulful martyr
of the holocnust, but as an ir-
repressible and sometimes obnoz-
juus adolescent. Anne puts a wet
mop in Mr. Dussel’s bed to get

REVIEW

back at him for his fuss-budget
bachelor ways. She talks con-
atantly and much toa loud, argues
with her mother (Maureen Dorr-
ingon), chafes at her aister's
(Caxsandra McCarthy) colm
goodness so unlike her own nier-
curial intensity, and sdores her
father.

Otto Frank centets and calms
the collection of personalities
forced into hiding. They're all de-
pendent on the brave loyalty of
Micp (Chria Ann Voudoukis) and
Kraler (Joo Bailey) to bring con-
traband food, supplies, and news
to them in their attic hiding
place,

TRAVEL

ne Frank’

Robert Starko as Otto Frank
commanda respect o8 a men of
dignlty and decency. He could not
twen out Mr. Dusscl (Masty
Bufalini) a dentlat with no place
1o hlde or the family of his bual-
nesa aswoclate Mr. Van Daan to
the Naxi deagnet. The Jewis En-
semblo Theatre's own artistlc di-
rectar, Evelyn Othach, plays Mes.
Van Daan as a moterallst who
clings to the fur coat her father
gove hee and flrts pitifully with
QOtto Frank. Sho syuabbles Inces-
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powerful.
“Those in hiding may sometimes,
have squabbled like y klida
at camp when dividing  their.
meager food. They may have blek.,
ered, cumplained, and succumbed,
to momenta of fearful hopeless.)
ness. Perfect they were not, but’
alive, foelling, and loving people,
they were. Although thele lives,
may have been condensed and,
canstrained by fugitive circum.
wtancea, thelr humanlty was not,
diminlshed, and JET's superh

santly with her husband (Robert
Grossman) and they bath harp at
their son, Peter, played by Danicl
Kahn whose porirayal rings au-
thentic from his recluaive moodi-
ness to’ his unruly shock of dark
hair.

production excels in bringing thet
ity to hing, vibrant
tife. .

Cathie Breidenbach of West
Bloomficld teaches college writing
classes and worka as a freclance
writer.

Feeling lucky? You could
win a trip to Las Vegas

“Fell us abaut the luckiest thing
that ever happened to you to win
an overnight packoge to lLaa
Vegas for two, Dec. 12:13, cour-
tesy of Jlamilton, Miller, Hudson
& Fayne Travel Corp. in South-
ficld.

The lucky winner will choose
between the Palace Station or the
Aladdin Hotel and Casino. The
package includes round-trip alr-
farc, hotel accommodations, and
round-trip transfers between the
airport and hotel.

Limit your entry to 50 words or
tess. Include your name, address,
and a daytime telephone number.
Entries must be received by §
1.m. Monday, Dec. 4. Send or fax
cntrics to: Keely Wygonik, Taste/
Entertainment_Editor, Observer
& Eccentric, 36251 Schoolcralt,
Livonia, M1 48150. Te fax your
entry, call (313) 691.7279. For
mate infoemation, call (313) 953
2105,

Yau must be 21 or older to en-
ter. The winner will be notified by

phone on Tlluday, Dec. 5.*

Gourl luck, and happy holiduys.

If your luck is running oyt you |
still have n chance. Hamilton, °
Miller, Hudson & Faoyno Travel
Corporation is now offering
midweek, overnight trips to Las
Vegas for $179.90 per person,
which includes airfars, accommo-
dations, ond round-trip tronslers
hetween airport and hotel. Call
your travel agent todsy for details,

SATURDARY
NIGHTS
6:30 P.M. t0 11:00 PM.
NOW
through
December 23rd
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Playmobil « Brio » Lego » Erecior » Gund « Breyer = Steill » Corolle © Creativity tot Kids » Klutz  Galt  Ambi

Novi Town CENTER 810-449-6000
TRAVER VILLAGE, ANN ARBOR 313-665-1555

Large Play Areas » Workshops & Activitles » Free Gill Virap » Birthday Club » Brio Engineer Club » Delivery

%WHITE RasBsiT Toys

THURSDAY, HOVEMBER 30
CHANMEL 31

_ OAKLAND 583.7300

LIVONIA 4223200

REDFORD 53&1313'
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