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Describe favorite game
for ‘Jumanji’ contest

Kids, eges 12 and under, briefly
deacribe, end explaln what makes
your favorite gams magicat, to en-
ter our "Jumanji” contest.

There will be slx winners. The
grand prize winnor will recoivo
“Jumanji* swent shirt, four Chria
Van Alsburg books, Including
“Jumanjl,” and a $10 git certlfi-
cate from the Bames & Noble
Bookstors in Bloomfleld Hills,

Five runners-up will each
rocelve a “Jumanj|” sweat shirt.

* Deadline to enter tho contest s
Thursday, Dec. 7.
w1 Send entrles to: Keely Wygo-
“nik, Taste/Entertainment Edltor,
WObserver & Eccentric Noewspa.

.?Qy _ from page 8B

pers, Inc, 362581 Bchooleralt,
Livonta, MI 48180, To fax entries,
call (313) 691-7279.

“Jumanji” & TviStar Plctures
release opening et metro Detroit
mavls theatsrs Dec. 16, {s a fanta-
sy adventure sbout a megical
board game. Two children relesse
a man who became trapped in the
game 25 ycars oarller, and must
play the game, unleashing untold
havoc and mayhem or risk being
exiled back Into tho gamo forover,

“Jumanji” Is based on the book
by Chris Van Alsburg and stars
Robin Willians, Kirston Dunst,
and Bonnle Hunt, It is reted PG.

don't help move the action along
but don't slow it down elther,
Songs llke “You've Got a Friend
in Ma" and “Strango Things" are
too quirky to have much hope a3
the popular hits that usuaslly
come from Diancy cartoons.
While computer anlmators can
mosterfully manipulato objecta
Tike toys, thoy satill have some
trouble crenting believable
human characters, & criticism
once loveled against conventional
Dlsncy animation, They some-
,times bave the mecharizal move-

ments of robots, though the ani-
matora try eapocially hard in a
ssene where a party-full of kids
{shown only by thelr shoca) storm
into Andy's .

Though I wouldn't want to sce
oll animated filma become com-
puter enlmated, “Toy Story”
boldly gocn where no cartoan has
gone before, And unlike tradition.
a1 cel animatlon, which probably
hit ita artistic peak 60 ycara ago,
this new form is fresh and excit-
{ng and can only look better with
films to come.
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A sampling of what's playing 8t
altemative movie theaters 8cross
metro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan

ID DETROIT FiLM THZATRE
Detrolt Instituts of Arta, 5200
Woodward, Detroit. Call 313-833-
2323 for informstion, ($5; $4 atu-
dents)

“Mamma Roma” (Italy —
1962), 7,9:30 p.m. Dec. 1-2;4,7
p.m. Dec. 8. Anna Magnen! plays
a retlred prostituto who roclaims
bor 16-year-old sen in order to
ralse him reapectabty. This carly,
relatively gentlo il by Pler Pao-
1o Pasolin! has boen restored
through the efforts of Martin

Scorsese.

“Manhattan by Numbers"
(USA - 1993). 7 p.m. Dec. 4. When
his unemployment chocks run
out, a lald-off newspaperman {s so
deaperats to come up with enough
cash that ho'll do virtually any-
thing to como up with his back
rent by tho end of the day.

I MAQIC BAQ THEATRX
22918 Woodward, Forndale, Call
810-544-3030 for Inf il

9 MAIN ART THEATRE

118 N. Maln Btroet at 11 Mile,
Royal Oak. Fllms play through at
least Thursday, unlesa noted oth-
orwise, Call 810- 542-0180 for in-
formation and showtimes. ($5.50;
$4 students and matines; $3
tilight)

“Mighty Aphrodite” (USA -
1895). Woody Allen writes, directa
and stars in this story of m father
obacasod with discovering the
identity of his adopted son’s
mother. The typically eclectic
cast includes Helena Bonbam
Cartsr, F. Murray Abrahem, Peter
Weller, and Claire Bloom.

“Carrington” (Britain - 1895),
A true story sct in the 19205 Eng.
land about an unconventional re-
lationehip between a palnter
(Ema Thompson) and an older

- homosexuel man (Jonathan

Pryce) with whom ahe's fallen In
love. Playwright Christopher
Hampton takes his first stab as
director.

“Loaving Las Vegas” (USA —
1895), Just in time for the holi-
days, Nicholas Cagoe plays a sui-
cidal alcoholic who finds his soul-

{Admission varles)

**Boys Life: First Love™ (USA -
1995). 7:30, 8:30 p.;m. Nov. 30. A
trio of films with a gay theme as
part of a monthly series spon-
sorvd by Southeast Michigan
Pride. ($8) :

“Blue Velvet” (USA - 1886).
7:30 p.m. Dec. . In David
Lynch’s bizarre masterplece, a
collego student home for the sum-
mer discovars the scamy under-
side of his quaint hometown.
Dennis Hopper has pethaps his
quintessential rolo as psycho
Frank Booth, ($4)

mate in an abused call girl (Eliza.
gcth Shue).

MAPLE THEATRE
4135 W. Maple, Bloomfield, All
titles play through st least next
‘Thursday, unless noted other-
wise. Call 810-855-9090 for infor-
mation, ($6; $2.95 twilight)

*“The Crossing Guard” (USA —
1995). In this intenae drama writ-
ten and directed by Sean Penn,
an aleoholic jeweler (Jack Nichol-
son) and his d wife (An-

“Ametican President” (USA — | ronmenta) Jobbyist (Annetie Bon-
1095), Michael Douglas playsthe | ing). Another crowd-plesser from
widowad Commander In Chief director Rob Relner.

who tries to balance hia jobsnd s “Carrington” (Britain — 199@. ’

blossoming romance with en envi-

8eo Maln Art Theatre llating. .=y .
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jellca Huston) atill sufler from the
loss of their daughter in a car ac-
cident.
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