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Plan seeks inclusion
for bilingual students

BY LARRY O'COoNNOR
STor Wkna

Farmington Puhlic Schools is
trying to take the “bye" out of bil-
tngualism.

Bilingual students are often
pulled out of regular classes a
half-an-hour at a time for apecial-
\zed instruction. That will cease
undet a new plan being presented
by Director of Bilingual Educa-
tiva Samir Haddad

Instead. bilingual students will
remain in the regular classroom,
neoeiving instruction from hnt}h

the 26.9 percent listed under
»other.” Thoso languages include
A ian, German, hoal
kian, Greek, Polish and Turkisk.

Farmington school is alss sce-
ing a grester number of “xzro
English” students, Haddad sald.

“We should send & message
out: Just becauso the child
doesn't speak English doean't
mean he doesn't know anything.”
Haddad said.

“We are living in a shrinking
world. 1 think we should bo ex-
posed to people who are, quote

fifferent from us, and be

ers with help of paraprofe
Bilingual students would avoid
the stigma of being taken out of a
regular classroom, Haddad said

“What 1 want to do is have the
instruction take place where it
should rake place,” said Haddad,
wha joined the district from Ham-
tramck schools this summer. “We
no lenger can look at a classroom
of 30 homogencous kids. We have
to look wt a diverse classroom.”

Phase One would include “new-
comer centers” where children
receive intensive English instruc-
tion for nne szmestes, sometimes
less. Then they would be moved
into the regular classrooms

The move to inclusion from a

native language support program
is also peactical, district ofiicials
said.
Some 63 different languages are
spoken in the district. To provide
specialized instruction in cach of
those languages would be unreal.
iz,

And Farmington schools con-
tinue to grow mare diverse.

While Arabic/Chaldean (22
percent) and Albanian (11.5 per-
cent) students comprise a large
pastion of the ethnic population,
they are being joined by those
who speak Indian languages (8.9
percent), Russian (8.45 percent)
and Japanese (8.10 percent).

(4

able to work collaboratively with
people who are, quots unguote,
different from us.

“Just because we havo a diverse
population doesn’t mean it's a
problem. It's w challenge.™

Irclusion for bilingual students
in kindergarten through grade 12
includes having trained parapro-
fessionals in the classroom and
training for teachers. Third-grade
teachers are already in training.

Classroom teachers would also
have resource maletials and a ro-
source teacher available. They
would also have planning time
with paraprofessionals.

The plan calls for clustering of
studenta at elementary while sec.
ondary bilingua! students would
be taught transitional English.

Bilingual student progress
would be monitored through re-
port cards, MEAP acares and
teacher reports.

The district's Bilingual Pro-
gram has also become a support
netwark for families of non-Eng-
lish speaking studenta. That will
continue, Haddad said.

Haddad's direction has board
support os well as the superin-
tendent's.

“Eassentially what we're saying,
whether we're talking about gifted
education, special education or
bili 1" educati h
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There's also a ial Chi-
niese, Korean, Spanish and He-
brew student population. The
hizhest ion of bili \]

that is, the real of the program is
to support what's going on in the
lar cl B : d

students s in kindergarten
through grade six, Haddad said.
A telling statistic, though, is

regu

ent Bob Maxfield said, “and gut
the kids into the regular class.
room.”
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beautitully when you give
Xi crystal Come in today and
make your special selection

Livonia Mall
7 Mile & Middlebelt
next to Mervyn's
‘(810) 478-8556

An AKGEL alights upon the
mantel A STAR sparkles in the
window A ROSE shimmers in
the candle’s glow The spirit of
the haliday expresses jtsell
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Farmington Hills office as an
Investment Executive,

32300 Northwestern Highway, Suite 150
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We are pleased
to announce that

John A. Noss

has joined our
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Explore the Alternatives
to Promote Good Health

Front, Lult to Right: Xlm L Miller, M D. and Xobert C. Lvine, N.D.
Rear, Leli 10 Right Cavid Riesmitein, M D. and jeifrey £ Nusbaum, H.D.

Our group of family practice physiclans are board certl-
fied in their fleld. They provide a full range of medlcal
ey 1 dlattics, The "no

services

sy and P
scalpel” vasectomy Is s procedure avallable at our offlce.
In oddition, some of our physldans have special training
in hollstic and aiternative medicine. This includes vitamin
and nutritional therapy, manlpulation, acupuncture and

hypnosls.

We offer evenlng hours and Saturday appo{ntments to
accommodate our patfents’ busy lifestyle.

Farmington Hills Family Practice

32910 W. 13 MileRd #C301
armington Hils, Mldu%un 48334
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Telephone 810-851-164
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@Mnl.m Women's Center
St. Mary Hospltal

Coping with a Loss
during the Holidays

by Amy Altaffer, RN.C.
o o

This Informative talk wil! focus on the steges
of griet, how 8 person Is affected by 8 icss,
and spockic copinyg techniques for the holidsys.
“Thursday, December 7, 1995
7 to 9 pm.

St. Mary Hospital Auditorium
28475 Five Wil Road

St Mary Hospited
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Reglstration required by December 4.
Pisgse oxif (313) 591-2822 to rogistor.
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