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Poor fruitcake:suffers
from a bad reputation -

t has been around forever, and people cither

love it or hate it. )

“It* has been tho brunt of many jokos, and
employees cringe whenever they seo the circulnr
or log shape hidden discreetly under their supor
vigor's armpit.  ~ . . . Lot

It haa been said that fruiteake mokea an oxcel-
lent door stop. Mayba you oven heard the joke'~
thero's reaily only ons fruiteake in the world,
and it’s been passed around for years?

. Family tradition

Poor fruitcake. It has such a bad reputation,
Many peoplo don't even want to tasto it, let alone
make it. My dislike of fruitcake is notorious
thraughout the Janes Gang family. In our fami-
ly, fruitcake is a holiday symbel of our roota.

Momma has been making them since I can
remember. She always starts the day after
Thanksgiving. This gives her amplo time to use
& clean dish towel to "pat” the fruitcakea biweok-
1y with cheap whiskey which, in my opinion,
does nothing mare than help kill the tasto buds
of whomever is crazy or drunk enough to cat it.
Unlika other members of tho clan, my disdain is
more verbal, and it haa been rumored that the
source of my discontent might oventually cost

.ma a sharo of the inheritance.
.. With my luck I'll get the fruiteake pans, all 12
of them! .

As much o8 I can tell, there are many reasons
for cooks not to like fruitcake. Too many of them
have been made just as a holiday commodity.-
Doea anyone ever eat thoss fruitcakes that grace
the check-out linea at stores?

Of course the cheaper fruiteakes are stretched
by the addition of a lot moro batter (net always
good tasting) wiiic being pretty shy and skimpy
on the fruit and nutis

" Then thoro are shipping costs — $37.95 to ship
a fruif at the fourth clnss book rate. Most
peoplethink fruitcakes should be dense and
weigh at least 0o much as a cinder bl

Miss Manners once said that *if so inclined to

. give & fruitcaks, eapecially aa s host or hostess
gift, one should at least include & now pan in
which it was baked 80 as not to make tho gift a
total loes.” . L

Use fresh ingredients :

. - But beliove it or not, thero are trendy ways to
make 4 fruitcake that someone will want to :
taste. If you dare to bako your own fruitcake,
begin with good ingredients. Look for a fresh
supply of dried frujt and nuts. Vi's in Novi and
Beverly Hills, the Marketplace in Plymouth, |
Papa Joo's in Rochester, Westborn in Berkley
and Dearborn, Joe's in Livonin, Nino Salvaggio
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Hanukkah recipes_ i3
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o all need a winter celobration. )

“And this is ours,” said Rabbi Sherwin T. Wino of the
/ Birmingham Tomple in ¥ -
*“Both Hanukksh and Ck are to the winter i

solatico,” gaid Wine, talking about lata Decembei’s lengthening :
" ‘of days and ronewal of light, symbolized by the.lighting of the 1
menorah candles. : i
Called “The Festival of Lights,” H y
rededication of the ancient Jowish Tomple in tho sccond century B.C.
. Following desceration of the temple by Syrian forces, Judas Maceabous v
Jod the Maccabees family in tho restaration.work, using tho only lamp oil i

available, a ono-day supply that lnsted for the eight days required for tho R

Yienh titionally celeb

the

“As Humanistic Jews wo beliova that the primary sourco of power for ; /
- tho salving of human problems lics within human beings,” snid Wino.
In hia congregation, tho rabbi says, “emphasis is not on the miracle of o
the lights, but on-the courago of the Maccabees, becouse it's a story of o
peoplu/fighting for their natural freedom.”" s
- Traditional, too, ere family and congregationa! dinners with special
main and sido dishes, and once-a-year desserts. P
' . Thia year, xkkah colobrati n at sundown on Sunday, Dee, .
17 with the lighting of a single candle in tho efght-branched meoorah.
. On tho second night, two candles aro lit, threo on the third, until final- =2
1y, on tha eighth night, tho menorah i3 fully ablaze in commemoration of
stho mirnéls of the ancient oil lamp. . .
.. At Congregation B'Nai Moshe, West Bloomfi 1 bers are planni
. alittle dinner for 400, featuring vegetarian and dairy dishes. All prepara-
. tion and cooking will ba'donn by ding to the di;
- Ruth Slinyne, of Farmington Hills, and Renee Levine, of West Bleomficld.
! Word is that “Renco's Rice” is sure to be ns big a hit this year aslast.
i Levine, who invented tho dish, is & Morocean nativo who moved to
Montreal at age 16 and came to tho U.S. some years later. Her recipe
usies the spico turmeric, which she calls “curcuma,” using the New Latin
word deriyed from Arnbic o it appears in her French-language Jowish
cookbook published in Morocco. . .
The Birmingham Temple also is planning a family dinner, featuring
sensoned roast chicken and potato latkes (puncakes), by Classic Cuisine
" Catering, operated by Janis Levin-Gorelick and Joff Swider, and
hendquartered at the temple.
. Levin-Gorollck is happy to tell tho world how she mokes
Jatkes and her special chicken, but politely refuses to roveal
the recipe for-her hllegedly incredible desscrt, somowhat sug-
gestively named Choco-Chunk Cookies, .
B The Cougregation B'Nai Moshe dinzor is scheduled 6 pa.
Monday, Dec. 18, Cnli (810) 788-0660 for information. .
S The Birreingham Temple dinner is scheduled 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 16. Call (810) 477-1410 for information.
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in F' Hills and Merchant of Vino will
: offer a freshor selection of dried nuts and fruits
" than nny grocery storo. - . R
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