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Pet peeves have H i

BY BiLL COUTANT
STAVY WRITER
re rabblta pets or pesta?
Scems tho furry, long
earcd critters are breaking
the law in Farmington Hills, At
least, they might be it not raised
as pots and kept too close to tho
neighbors.

Rense Vineon likea the rabbits
sho's been keoping for two years,
But last November, when sho
moved into a house off Middlebelt
north of 10 Mile, she found that
not everyons shared Ler taate.

After trying to sell tho bunnies,

she was told that a sign advertis-
ing them must hecauso {t
swasn't allowed in the residentinl
area. .

“1 would #oll them to pet
stores,” she said. “So if thoy
could scll thom as pets, [ can’t sea
the problem.” -

But with 12 of them — includ.
ing a young, unusvally blue-eyed
one named Frank for a much old-
er blue-oyed individual — Vinson
and her son Jacob, 12, have a lot
of pots. Although they breed like,
ah,lrnbblu. sho has kept them in

her garage, away from tho neigh-
bol

rs.

Another group of animals, the
chickens sho hae on her property
since March, may bo more re-
sponsible for her presont dilem-
ma. Although Vinson sald neigh-
bors did not complain to her
about them, they aro also in viola-
tion of city code and zoning regu-
lations.

City nodo requires that such an-

+ imnls be no closer than 175 feet
from a noighboring h\;'nlld'ing. Zon-

considered farm animels.

That would require them to bo
on at least 10 acres and ot least 76
feet from any nelghbor's property.

Vinson's animals comply with
neither, That’s why she'll have to
explain to Judge Fred Harris why
sho should not pay a fine.

“She could seck a variance from
the zonlng board of appeals,” said
Lec Blizman, supervisor of the
city's zoning division, “But she
vcv:(;x!c_l still be violating the city
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s resident perplexed

Blizman ond Hills City Attar-
ney John Donohue said that rab-
bits could be kept as pets, within
a house, That use would bo sub-
ject to Michigon Humane Society
standards, which would probably
limit the number.

Blizmen said there have been
complaints about the chickens.

“But we'ro the one's complain-
ing,” she said. “Tho meighbors
shouldn't have to worry sbout

his.”
Vinson said she has told neigh-

Critter
concem: ¥4
Since moving %"
to the 10 o
Mile/ . 5
Middlebelt
area, Renae
Vinson has
found that
gsome of her
neighbors do >~
not share her .
love of ani-
mals,
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bors sho’d be willing to give up -
the rabbits, But n stiff fino would -
be tough an her financiatly, since
sho is off work healing from knee

urgery.

“I might have to aell the
house,” sho said. “It took me 12° <
years t * save enough money to bo
sble to buy this housc.” .

Blizman said tho city’s intent is
not to have Vinson pay adime. -,

"“The object is complinnce,” she’
said. “If ahs would comply, we'
wont to dismiss the fine.” -

ing req that
the chickens and rabbits would be

Annual Goodfellows drive
expands in scope, spirit

By LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER

the multitude who send in dona-
tions, . Since the Goodfellows

Every year, i Area
Goodfellows make a pledge: No
child or senior cilizon without a
Christmas,

And-every yoar, thoy make good
on that promise.

“It's different ench yeor,” said
Richard Tupper, president of

" Aron  Goodfell

“Wa havo aq many people working
in differont rien. We hi

hed from selling

to o mail drive to solicit contribu-
~tlons in 1993, Farmington oren
renidents havo reaponded in kind.
Last year, $40,100 was raised.
That allowed the Goodfellows to
help 142 families have a better
Christman. Some 152 families
algo received support through tho
Heart L‘o Heart for tho Holldays

‘e have

super volunteera.
“Jt gots done,”
‘That's in no small part duo to

ench basket, P

R\ gain this year, the Farmington Area Goodfollows

l need your support to help provide a holiday lift
to needy children and less fortunate elderly vesi-
donts in Farmington and Farmington Hills,
R With tho money donnted, the Goodfellows deliver
| baskets ol joy typically containing canned foods
and knitwear. Each includes gift certificates
redcomable for fresh food and winter clothing.
2 Toys, gamss, dolls and children’s clothing are
¥4 included when appropriate: .
Family mokeup dictates tho sizo and contont of

Adopt-a-Family) pro
gram, In oll, some 580 children
benofited.

Letters went out to Farmington

recipients must

practical.

need. Special dioctary requesta aro honored when

Cash donations como back to tho community.
About the only things the Goodfellows have to
buy are stumps to mail solicitation lotters and
boxes to make inta haskets. Volunteers are the
Goodfollows’ backbone, by

Ploase fill out the coupon below and mail it,
along with your donation to: . 2 .

Farmington Area Qoodfsllow:

c/oF
Chamber of Commerce S =
23000 Thomas, Sulte 101, Farmington 48338

Miils.:

. Namo

" Addmys .

"Cityand 2P~

Donation (check, mongy otdae, oihar)

area residents a week ago, asking P

for.pledges. Checks oro already
starting to arrive at tho Farming-
ton/Farmington Hills Chamber of
Commerce office.

Also, St. Bonaventuro Skating
Center, 24505 Halsted, will host
another roiler skating fund-raiser
7 pam. Thursday, Dec. 7. Last
yoar's innugural event ralsed

‘While raising money, Goodfel.
lown organizers are busy sorting
donated canned and other goods
in time for delivery. Basket deliv-
ery ia sot for Snturday, Dec. 16.

The number of people in need
varlea year-to-ycar. Rofcrrals
come from relatives, neighbors

. and school people.

This year the number of those
in need is cxpected to be d
alightly becauso of a good econo-

my, Tupper said. But ho added, . §

“There will probably bo in exceas
of 280 famiies.”

Farmington Goodfellows start-
¢d 65 yenrs ago by membors of the
Farmington Exchange Club. The
Goodfell became n
entity in 1973, but many Ex.
change Club members are still in-
volved.

In ensuing years, the program
has grown in acope and spirit.

Goodfollows work closcly with
Noighborhood House, Head Start

and the Sonior Program in a coor- H '

dinated effort.

Farmington Pubiic Schools also’

do considerable work with its
cannod food drive, Last yoar,
mote than 23,000 canned gooda
ware collected at schoo) buildings.
Thin year's drive, which took
place Nov. 1-22, has collected
22,735 cans so far. K
“Just -from the roporta I've
rocolved from the achools, (this
-year's) has gone very well," sald
Betty Wolford, who works im tho
district’s Schools and Community
Relations office. ‘
: On dollvery dey, helping were
more than 100 studsuta from tho
throa high achool’s National Hon-
ar Bocloty and  Vemity Club

groupa.

" Such volunteeristn has boen sot
forth by sovoral generations.
Farmi Good/fe

fellows dedicat.

od thia yowr's affort to Durward

Hostor, who died thls year.
. ~
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Thursday's

" HOLIDAY
- HAPPENINGS

3-9/SUNDAY-SATURDAY,

Mark your calendar!

FRAGRANCE WEEK

whita supplioa tast.

SITUESDAY

We invito you to enjoy oneo of twelve fragrances
new to Jacobson's or radiscover a longtime
classic. Qur experts will demonstrate fragrance
tayaring. A poinsettia plant Is your gift with any
purchase of $40 or more in women's fragrance. -t

BRIO PLAY DAY

11 amto2 pm
Chlidren'’s

8/FRIDAY

An oftarnoon of funt Brio’s wooden railway offers
hands-on play and loarning activitios to oxcite
and expand young minds.

4 to 8 pm
Store for the Home

8/SATURDAY

DARY REES PERSONAL APPEARANCE
Fun comblnas with function to create table and 3
giftwaro with o sonse of humor. Meet the designaer.

Ne

DAVID YURMAN COLLECTION SHOW

aarrings,

10 am to 4 pm
Fashlon Jawslry

in closslc coble styling. Sterling silvar and 14k
. yollow gold accented with

Jacobson’s

and rings creatod

shimmering gemstones.

HOLIDAY HOURS
330 W. MAPLE RD. + BIRMINGHAI

M
$ACHDAY + SATUADSY, £:30 AM TQ 9 PM
SUNCAY, NGON TQ 6 PM, « PHONE: 844-8000 » FAX: 046-8007




