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Newscaster wrdngly indicts all ; Journahsts

:r;un Pierce dhi the wrong .
1)

'i Then he tried to makeit . -
lqok rlght by Indicting all journalists.

1 Plarcc, aWoeat Bloomfield resident,
was fired by Channel 2 last weak after
it- was revealed ho had borrowod nearly
100 cars over two years from auto com-
plmin;. genorally driving each for about
aiweel

‘According to Pierce, “What makes a
car different from free concert tickots
or a froo trip to a major thomo park
oponing or free coples of overy book
someone wants to promote or movie
previaws or freo swoatshirts? I'm not
suro,”

“This Is the way the system works,”
he sald. "Everybody knows it, and vir-
tually overy ‘personality’ and station in

Money go

he case againat “charter .
T achools”’ gots stronger and,
atronger.
The heaviest blow yot comes from
. the Muskegon Chroniclc, which pub-
lished & two-day exposo of Trivalloy
Academy, a 160-pupil school funded
with our tax dollars, and its connection
to Holy Trinity Church of God in -

Christ.

nM:ko Walsh wrote the series, dip-

pmg into federal tax records and Mich-
igan Department of Commerce records.
I know Walsh personally, having
appeared with him at & Freedom of In-
fdrmation Act seminar and given hima
modest hand on a scholarly paperhe -
wha writing. Ho's thnmugh and
tiastworthy. :

1 Albert Shankaer, | preuldent of the
American Federation of Teachers, ad-
vénced the lofty notion of charter
s¢hools in a 1988 apeech to the Nation-
4| Preas Club. Charter schools, in his
theory, were suppoged to be public
schools operating within the public
school ystem — cven in the sama
bui'ding. Their Ppurpose was to intro-

duce Innovation into a hidebound sya- !

tom.

,Undcr Michigan’a law, the theory
wpu pervcrtcd almost inswntly Many

this town has participated In this prac-
tico at one time or another.”

What system ia that?

Somoona who makes a living review-
ing new ‘cars would have to drive thom
. to do 80, perhaps ovon for o woek at a
time. Someono who is roviewing a film
would hnvn to. see lt at a pmlmv

book
reading it — usunlly bcrom it hné hit
the bookstoros.

Indeed reputable newspapors, telovi-
"slon and radio stations have guldolines
covoring how journalists handle the
mechnnlcs of cover!nx thoso kinds of
“beats.”

They alao have mlu agalnst accept-
ing valuable gifts.

But Pieree, so fur o6 I know, didn't
regularly roview new cars as hoat of -

of the so-called “public school acade-
mies” — all, in Oskland County —
turned out to be private schools just
secking publlc funds.

That's a no-no under the Michlgan
Constitution, which prohibita public

or other nonpublic” school. No pay-
ments. No vouchers, No subsidics. No
grants. No loans. No uss of public
property. ‘The voters said so.

‘Walsh unearthed “financial, con-
tractual, personal as well as bricks-
and-mortar links"” between Trivalley
and Holy Trinity. Among them: :

B “The church is the school’s landlord,
through an intermediate corparation
used by the church for its *sccular
ministry.” * This intermediate, COGIC

. Conter, shares the building and even
gomeo facilities within it, such as kitch-
en, gym and m_ulti-pulpose room.

8@ Tho church, COGIC Center and Tri-
valley academy are physically at-
tached under & commen roof. Church
groups rautinely use schoo! facilities,
not just aft: and on weekend:

funds aid “any private, denominational

Channel 2's Eyewitness Moming. And,
in'fact, his use of loancrs was appar-
ently not within the station’s pollcien.
Judging from the Inquiry It

d Jltb ing to bring down
alt joumnllpu alcng with him.
Evnry pmfcuiun hna lu abmsen 1
can't speak forb

" merce, aports and upoc!n[ events.

council, school board, cbnmbor of cnm-

S0 you know, the Obscrver & Eccen-

but almost all print journalists | know

. take the freedoms and priviléges of
" their joba very seriously. -

This freedom depends on accepting
nothing of value from nows sources or
from sources whose actlvities are likely
to be the subject of news coverago,

Picrce makes referonce to “personal.
ities” — and I assume ho fa talking
about TV anchors and well-known edi- -
tors and columnints.

Butin mmmumtyjoumnhlm, overy

and its aftermath,
At worst, Plerco snys he was guilty
of bad judgment. Maybe, but hocom-

@ That's a no-no under the
Michigan Constitution,
which prokibits public
funds ald *any private, de-

nominational or other non-
pubiic” school. No pay-
ments. No vouchers. No
subglidies. No grants. No
loans. No use of public
property. ‘I'he voters sald
80, :

but during the school day whon stu-
dents are present. -

@ COGIC Centor shares memborship,
governing bodies and omcen with Holy

Trinity. The church pastor is founder
and board presidont of Trivalley. His

ofa ‘2 stalf — pho-
mjoumnllnt, mpmter. editor —isa
“porsonality.” They are known around

town as they cover polico and fire, city

ing to charter schools benefits church

tions director.” The son works fora
houuing corporation operated by Tri-
valley's vico president. .

W At lenst one of Trivalley's teachers
has been paid directly by t{m church

tric hos guldelines for its empl To-
garding the accoptance of gifts. .
Piorcoe says he expects to work :g&ln

‘— and maybe he will as a little saddoer
but hopnfully wiser jeurnaliat., ‘

1 can forgive him a transgression .
that hurt himself, but not his injury to
the ethical, hard- worklng joumahnw[
knnw. . 2

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom-
field resident, is former managing edis
tor of the Eccentric Newspopers, You..
can leave her a messuge at (313) 953-
2047, ext. 1997 or write or fax a Iem'r to
the editor to this newspaper.

Now you know why they want to put
a serecching halt to public school an-:
nual improvement plans and reports.

Now you know why Scnate Educa-.
tion Chmmum Lecn Slllle and Stam.
Board of E Clark '+

@ Trivalloy's fax hil

to the roligious body.

B COGIC charges Tdvnlley $7.29a
square foot for rent. “The Muskegon
Arca Intermediate School District,
which developed a formula for school
rentals, determined an appropriate, -
squarc-footaga rate to be $3.14,” said
Walgh,

There it is: state aid to a church-re-
lated schoal, nepounm. an mwrlockmg
directorate, price-gouging.

Now you know why the zmwacnnu:
and State Board of Education are in
such a tizzy to take the cap (now 35) off
the number of public school acade-
mies. T

Now you kﬁow why tixey are'in such
a mad rush to make curriculum stand;

4

. we rush off to create more of a bad

- last decade. Non-public schools

“sharo in 1983-85 and were at 10.4 per:*
| centin 1991-2. Thuy want o stato

Durant stonewall pcopln who nuggcat
moro rescarch is needed on the educas
tional results of charter schools before

TR A U R P AU ST

thing. .
Now you know what’s behind thla
rhetoric about * pm'cnu rl ht to K
choose,” “compotition,” * m!w idoas™:

and “stimulato motivation.”

‘The lust for money is behind it. . |
Non-public schoola have loat puplls :
fuster than the public achoals in the

peaked at 11.4 pereent of the market |

e earcazraasssrres

bailout, they don't want to mect state’ .

teaching and curriculum atandards, L

thoy want to lower the standards. | @
’l‘hnnks tn Mlka Walsh and the |

ards voluntary instead of Y.

Now you know why they want to low-
er teacher certification standards for
charter schools, It's not s0 they can
hire Lee Iacocca to teach business. It's
so they can employ their pals and rela-
tives fram the church.

icle for helping uncov- |
cr the mess. th. 1 suspect Gov. John
Engler knows about the shenanigans *
and, despite his cath office offico, ap-
proves.

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
plications of state and regional cvents,

Welfare debate shifts but

dlscussmn is

‘he best evidence of)ust how far the polit- -

‘fcat debate has shifted to the right over

tha past few years can bo found in the
welfare reform bill that is zipping through the
Michigan Senate this week.

Trumpeted by supportes as “tho most com- -
pmhemivn welfare referm systom in the na-
tion," tho plan will requim all reciplents to
work — Ity servico or

lated activity — at least 20 hours a week within |

060 days of going on walfnm or lou their unuht-
ance.

Gov. John Englor's rhntonc oﬂ'en a near-por-
fect of the ph hy now
ing most political di acussion: “Wolfare reform
lifta peaple out of poverty instead of trapping
them In'it. We've demonstrated that tho best
welfare program is a private-sector job. By lim-
ing government, cutting taxes and reducing
the burden of regulation, wo can create a cli-
mate of opportunity that will allew aid recipi-
chta to [eave the welfaro rolls for the payrolls.”
Ten yam g, such a proposal would have

of criticlam. No longer.

11

re aystem Is needed if we want to

"“Thore I- no argument that reform of the wel-

incomplete

son serves the school as “public rela-

would bo bettor If we just spent lots more mon-
ey (a 18808 point of view) or that all the reform
that 13 needed is to tinker around tho edges a
bit (an early '90s bromide), .

. The entire spectrum of debate has moved.
And becauso I belfovo that there is no one polit-
ical orthodoxy that holds true for decade upen
decade, regardless of the ways the socioty and
its economic base havo evolved, I balieve the
Republic §s batter for it.

Ceru'inly this does not excuse the Engler ad- .

fi

. the goal of a self-aufficiont, productive society,"

nde- !oood House Damocmtlc lmder Curtis Hor-

tal. .

‘ Even Ann Mml.on. pmﬂdent of tha Michi- ..

gan League for Human Sorvices (the main ad-

voeacy group for welfare and other social pro-
grams), could call only for an open public plan. -
njng process and “a deliborative approach” to

in entitlement programs that used to

..bb immunized from chann. fot alone crlu-:lam

How come?.,

Fint. the facts are falrly clear. Detpite many
ypars’ expenditure of countloss millions of tax i
dpllara on welfare and othor support programs,

~. (30 numbers of the poor, the jobless, the home-

-4
|

- 1dos and the teen-aged llngie plnntl hep ;vlnn
b and up.
It's nots blg jv.lmp to concluda t!mt t!aam Il:7

,fh-'_mnboddod In programa like welfase that
y huin from achlevl

their

nfnm welfare, and you never mind haw

“stated purpose, Tharefore, say fclks like Engler, '

[ hasts in driving a very
r-r- uachlnx wolfam refonn package through the
with deliberation just to
bc first to deliver the goods to Washington, Af-
tar l“ ambltlon ia what it is, and many vice-
inations have been d
ed out of far flimstor fabric,

_ In'fact, the best evidence of what comes from"
- sarious welfare reform comes fromh Michigan in
1991, when the Engler administration abruptly
tossed some 80,000 adults off general asaistance
on the theory that thin would motivats them to
. find work: Two years later, accarding to & study
by the University of Michigan, only 20 percent
had steady jobe, and another 37 percent had
found informal work like raking leaves,

‘The underlying palitical reality Is cortainly
that It's good public policy to require those on

. walfare to work, whils the stubborn fact romains

that the only way to get & job good enough to

| supporta family i to get some norious skills.

Doing thia is neither cheap nor quick nor easy.
Norwill you find much about ekills in-the pack-
igo now mdln; its way to thlnaon

“But thnt’n why, after soma years, todey’s

hodoxy will ltaell be outmoded and ready for
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